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Abstract 
This study focuses on children and youth who have been exploited sexually for commercial 
reasons and are currently in a rehabilitation programme.  At the time of the study these 
children and youth were staying in safe shelters in the Gauteng province. The focus is 
specifically on four facilities, three in Johannesburg and one in Pretoria. The aims of the 
study is to determine how these children and youth were lured into prostitution; to determine 
the impact of the prostitution life on the child and youth  and to examine factors that 
contribute to children and youth resuccumbing to prostitution after being rescued from 
prostitution. The researcher employed a questionnaire as an instrument of gathering data 
from children that were rehabilitated and associated with four shelters in Gauteng. 
Scheduled structured questionnaires were used in the study and were divided into six 
sections, with each section addressing each aim of the study. The findings of the study 
revealed that children were lured into prostitution because of poverty, unemployment, and a 
promise of a better life.  They also got involved due to drug addiction.  In turn, children faced 
great risks, including forced perversion, physical abuse, and emotional abuse. 
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Chapter one 
1. General orientation 
1.1 Introduction 
This research is a product of a study that focuses on children who were sexually exploited, 
and now are under a rehabilitation programme and staying in safe shelters in Gauteng 
province. Child prostitution is considered the worst violation of human rights and has been 
equated to being a modern form of slavery; it damages the health, the psychological balance 
and the confidence of children. In many cases, the children are locked up, chained, beaten, 
raped and burnt with cigarettes by clients and pimps. They often suffer from sexual infections 
and diseases, from which AIDS is the worst and they become drug dependent (Topi, 2004: 4).  
 
Topi (2004: 4) maintains that millions of children from poor families are the main victims of 
this phenomenon of child sexual exploittion, because there is a proportional relationship 
between economical problems and the spread of child prostitution: the poorer the country, the 
more prevalent the problem. Hipolito (2007:4 - 5) recognizes that the vast majority of 
children do not voluntarily enter prostitution. They are coerced, enticed, kidnapped or 
trafficked from developing countries such as Asia, Central America, Africa, and Russia to 
developed countries such as the United States and Europe. In all, the global phenomenon of 
commercial sexual exploitation of children is a growing industry that harms children and 
violates their rights. Therefore Monetary profit is made out of innocent bodies. The 
magnitude of the problem is reflected in the millions of children, who are engulfed or trapped 
each year by the prostitution industry.  
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In this chapter the researcher gives an overview of why this study was conducted by 
discussing the background of the research, statement of the problem and the aims of the 
study. The researcher furthermore explains how and where the study was conducted. Due to 
the fact that the respondents were under aged children and youth the researcher underlined 
the ethical considerations and dilemmas that guided this research. 
 
1.2 The need for this research 
According to the organisation that fights to end child prostitution, child pornography and 
trafficking of children for sexual purposes (ECPAT, 2001), prostitution involving young 
children is a global growth industry in both rich and poor nations. Hipolito (2007: 4-5) is of 
the view that  there is a need to expand further knowledge in respect of this global 
phenomenon by identifying themes and patterns of practice.  Further to this there is also a 
need to understand the culture, social, and economic contexts of sexual exploitation.  This 
call for research is reiterated by Willis and Levy (2002:1420) that calls for comprehensive 
quantitative studies on child prostitution at community, national and global levels. They 
identified the following as areas in need of quantitative research: 
 to assess the nature of child prostitution  
 identify the conditions/impact under which children are forced into a life of 
prostitution  
  the reasons for resuccumbing to prostitution after being rescued from the strees and 
brothels 
 determine the long-term health problems of these children who are no longer in 
prostitution. 
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The researcher wishes to adhere to this call by focusing on these points within the study field 
of Criminology and specifically within the sub discipline of Victimology as the researcher is 
of the view that these children are victims of circumstance that contribute to them becoming 
victims of crime. 
 
1.3 Background of the study 
An international conference on child prostitution and exploitation was held in Madrid, Spain 
in March 2007. At this conference delegates noted that child prostitution is a worldwide 
problem and described it as a brutal, multibillion dollar business. It was further noted that the 
demand for sex with a minor is continuing to grow at an alarming rate (Anon, 2007). In spite 
of this increase in the apparent demand, child prostitution is illegal in every country of the 
world. However, very little effort is done to help prevent it (Voss, 1999: 1). 
 
 ECPAT (2001) maintains that child prostitution differs from child sexual abuse, such as 
incest or molestation, because it involves commercial exploitation. However, it is argued that 
is similar to child sexual abuse in that children cannot consent to being prostituted because 
children do not have the requisite capacity to make such decisions. The 1st World Congress 
Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in 1996, revealed that children are 
tricked and lured into thinking that they will work in a coffee shop or restaurant to earn 
money to send back to the family but instead are sold to brothels as sex slaves. These children 
are in a desperate search for employment and become easy targets and prey for child 
prostitution. 
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This study has been conducted in various NGO shelters in Gauteng Province. The reasons for 
the researcher to conduct this study in Gauteng is because the research conducted by 
Neethling (2007) in Gauteng revealed that children as young as 11 years of age are a common 
sight on the streets of Johannesburg and Pretoria. Neethling’s findings also indicate that they 
arrest approximately 15 new girls between the ages of 15 to 18 years of age in Johannesburg 
streets. The researcher will therefore be able to locate the necessary respondents. 
 
 Another reason is that young females from rural areas migrate to Gauteng in search for 
employment and are then lured into prostitution by empty promises. Existing reports, 
although limited by Neethling, suggest that child prostitutes are trafficked from different 
parts of the world to Hillbrow in Johannesburg and Sunnyside in Pretoria to prostitute.  
 
There are various NGOs that are dealing with child prostitution in Gauteng, to mention a few: 
New Life Centre, Home of Hope, Kitso Net, Esselen Clinic, Peas in a Pod, New Beginnings, 
RHRU, Usizo and The House. 
 
 Child prostitution is a global problem experienced by many countries, it is considered as one 
of the worst forms of child labour, and has unfortunately become a common phenomenon in 
today’s society of South Africa.The following subheading will focus on the problem of 
prostitution with specific reference to the nature and extent of the problem. 
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1.4 Statement of the problem 
Roby (2005: 48), observes that the problem of child prostitution is that it consists of activities 
that are conducted underground (secretively done although publicly known), and therefore 
data is difficult to obtain. The data that is collected may be incomplete.  Fraley (2005:79) 
highlights the fact that countries don’t even collect data; however, what we do know is that 
the figures of children being sexually exploited in different countries can add up to a million. 
Research that was conducted by Denisova (2001) also reveals that girls as well as boys are 
victims of child sexual exploitation for profit and that children as young as six years of age 
have been documented to be sexually exploited. 
 
These trends appear to be occurring worldwide in specific countries like Thailand, Mexico as 
well as South Africa. These afore mentioned countries will function as a structure for 
discussing the problem of child prostitution in an attempt to provide the reader with an 
oversight of the extent of the problem. 
 
1.4.1 International overview  
World-wide, an estimated 1 million children are forced into prostitution every year and the 
total number of child prostitutes could be as high as 10 million (Hesselink-Louw 2001: 30-
32; Willis & Levy, 2002: 14, 17). The United States Department of Health and Human 
Services Report showed that, up to 30,000 child prostitutes are currently a common sight in 
the United States. Santos (1996: 60) reported that many of these children who are a common 
sight in United State many are less than 11 or 12 years of age and can be as young as 9 years 
old. 
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 It is also reported by Santos (1996: 61) that children may enter the world of prostitution 
through different means. Children, for example, can be kidnapped, abducted, sold by the 
family, or prostitute as a result of the constant pressure of poverty. Children may enter the 
prostitution industry through adult revenues by prostituting in bars, brothels, streets, and at 
parties. 
 
 Child sexual exploitation exists throughout the world, in nearly all countries. The problem 
extends from underdeveloped countries to modern industrial countries. Generally speaking, 
girls are primary targets of sexual abuse, but boys can be targeted as well (Hipolito, 2007: 1).  
 
1.4.2 An overview of other countries 
Thailand is a significant source, transit country and destination in the trafficking of children 
for sexual purposes. Selling sex for money is offered on the streets, private settings a well as 
popular tourist areas.The estimated number of child prostitutes living in Thailand range from 
12,000 to the hundreds of thousands. According to Hipolito (2007:11) prostitution is 
associated with poverty, lack of education, social conditions, and pressure to contribute to 
family income. The greatest number of child prostitutes is younger than 16 years of age 
(Klain, 1999: 11). To address this problem Thailand developed a national plan to fight child 
prostitution in 1996. 
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An extensive study by United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef) Mexico, (2001) reveals that 
more than 16,000 children in Mexico were involved in prostitution in June of 2000.This 
particular study found that girls, mostly 13 to 17 years old, were prostitutes in Acapulco and 
Cancun, working out of cafés and bars where they were waitresses. Massage parlours and 
escort agencies often offer sexual services provided by under aged children and openly 
promote this fact in the media. 
 
Child prostitution is prevailing in most of the countries; Hesselink-Louw (2001: 55) is of the 
opinion that South Africa is a transit country for children who have been trafficked from 
other countries for purpose of prostitution. Child prostitution is prevalent is South Africa, 
children as young as 11 years of age are a common sight in the streets of out bigger towns 
and cities, with this in mind the researcher will give an insight of child prostitution in South 
Africa in the following discussion. 
 
1.4.3 South African overview 
In South Africa there are no reliable figures with regard to the nature and extent of child 
prostitution. Various researchers ( Hessenlink-Louw 2001: 29-30; Bolowana 2004: 2; Smith 
2004: 1-2; Neethling 2007), report that there are no national statistics and/or official police 
records available on the actual number and age of children involved in child prostitution.  
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During 2004 it was reported that approximately 40 000 children in South Africa were 
involved in child prostitution (Bolowana 2004: 1, Smith 2004: 2). It is stated that up to 25% 
of prostitutes in South Africa were children, and up to 25% of street children were involved 
in child sex work. 
 
According to the Child Protection Unit in Johannesburg (18, April 2007), about 28,000 
children are engaged in prostitution and approximately 15 new girls between the age of 15 
and 18 years are arrested every month. An HIV/AIDs study conducted by the Khayelethu 
Health Centre in Diepsloot (2007), a settlement in the north of Johannesburg, revealed that: 
 40 per cent of girls below 16 years of age are involved in prostitution 
 One in five girls is HIV-positive 
  Unemployment in the community is more than 50 per cent, and therefore it is not 
surprising that child prostitutes take the form of obtaining the necessities of life such 
as food, cloths, transport, and shelter. 
 
Cooper’s (2003:1) research findings indicate that Pietermaritzburg and Durban in KwaZulu-
Natal feature prominently in the trafficking of children for prostitution in South Africa. The 
Point area in Durban was identified as a popular area where young girls were sold as 
prostitutes. Cooper (2003: 1) also revealed that schools in Kwa-Zulu Natal have reported that 
there are prostitution rings operating in their schools where groups of girls between 11 and 16 
years old frequent discos and prostitute themselves. 
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  Van Niekerk (2003) of Childline reports that it is not uncommon to find a working male 
economically supporting a woman and her children in exchange for sexual access to a 
prepubertal or teenage child or children. The link between economic difficulty and 
prostitution is also evident in Cape Town where about one-fourth of Cape Town’s street 
children are estimated to be engaged in prostitution ( ECPAT: 2009). 
 
Neethling (2007) stated that in Gauteng, children from the age of 11 years are a common 
sight on the streets of Johannesburg and Pretoria. Most of these victims are addicted to 
substance such as alcohol and drugs especially crack cocaine. Furthermore, Neethling 
maintains that these girls are regularly assaulted by their pimps and clients, the money they 
earn for sexual activities or services rendered to “customers” is not paid to them, but to the 
people who own them (pimps), who force them into prostitution and some of these children 
are even forced to have unprotected sex. 
 
According to Neethling (2007), it is easy to manipulate and intimidate these victims, as most 
of them are still ignorant and very naive about sexually transmitted diseases (STD) and 
HIV/AIDS. They are also uninformed about their rights (i.e. to be protected against violence, 
abuse and slavery) and their position in the law and this contributes to them remaining 
vulnerable (Van der Merwe, 2007: 1-5; Hesselink-Louw 2001:166-167,219,244). 
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This vulnerability exposes them to abuse and assault, and may even threaten their lives. They 
can be robbed of their childhood experiences, self-esteem, opportunities for good health and 
education (DoH, 2000). 
 
There are various organizations and departments such as NGOs, NPOs, Department of Social 
Welfare and Social Development in South Africa that are dealing with child prostitution, 
trying to  prevent, and control it by encouraging  children to leave prostitution using  outreach 
programmes. They go to the places where these children are being sexually exploited then 
rtry to encourage them to leave the prostitution indusrty, after they have encouraged them; 
they take them to places of safety such as organizational shelters. However, these children go 
back to the streets or to pimps. This emphasises that prevention still remains a problem. 
 
The researcher is of the opinion that many children are lured into prostitution in various 
ways. Their exposition to prostitution impacts their lives on various levels, health, socially 
and education. Inspite of these negative aspects there are number of children that resuccum 
even after being rescued. 
Following are the definition of the concepts 
 
1.5 Definition of concepts 
The researcher proposes to define the following concepts due to the fact that some of the 
terms in literature have been used loosely and more clarity is needed to elucidate them in a 
more scientific way for the purpose of the study. The researcher will firstly evaluate existing 
definitions and then formulate a working definition for the purpose of this study. 
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1.5.1 Prostitution 
 Prostitution involves the delivery of sexual stimulation and gratification for profit (Bartollas 
& Dinitz, 1989: 325 as cited in Scott, 2009: 27). According to Cronjé and Van der Walt 
(1978: 50) in Scott (2009: 27) prostitution is characterized by three major traits namely 
pecuniary (gain), indifference or frigidy, and non-selectiveness with respect to a client. 
Schurink (1983: 155) in Scott (2009: 27) however distinguishes between the different types 
of prostitutes, of which exclusively stands in direct contrast with non-selectiveness, forms a 
characteristic of certain prostitutes. Schurink distinguishes between the following four types 
of prostitutes: 
The non-exclusive independent prostitute- which includes prostitutes who walk the streets 
and can be found in bars and hotels and accept any paying customer, thus concurring with 
Conjés description of prostitution. 
Exclusive, independent prostitutes also referred to as call girls, who limit their services to a 
small exclusive clientele. 
The third type is the non-exclusive, organizationally affiliated prostitutes who are those who 
work in massage parlous and model in photo studios. 
Finally the exclusive, organizationally affiliated prostitute comprises those who are the least 
common and are found in high status brothels. 
According to Scott (2009: 27) it is thus evident from Schurink’s typology that non-selective 
with respect to clients is not an essential characteristic of prostitution. Armstrong (1981: 91) 
is of the view that prostitution can be divided into four separate categories. These categories 
include prostitution as an occupation; an act of selling; a sexual exchange and a promiscuous 
and emotionally indifferent activity. 
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Flower (1987: 118) define prostitution as sexual intercourse on a promiscuous and mercenary 
basis, characterized by lack of emotional involvement, thus the emphasis is not on the sex act 
as such, but on the reason for it, namely monetary gain (or tangible reward) without 
emotional involvement. 
For the purpose of this study, prostitution will be defined as: The act or practice of engaging 
in promiscuous sexual relations especially for money or any other basic necessities.  
 1.5.2 Child 
The definition of a child as it stands within the statutes of the South African Law, the Child 
Care Act 74 of 1983, defines a child as any person under the age of 18 years, unless national 
laws recognize the age of maturity earlier (Robertson, 1989: 3). 
Louw and Heerden (1978:38), define a child as any individual under the age of 18 years of 
age, however in this definition they include someone up to 21 years of age if she is placed 
under the supervision and control of an individual or institution. 
For the purpose of this study, a child shall refer to any person under the age of 20 years who 
is still under the care of the parents or who has been placed under the control of the 
institution. 
1.5.3 Youth 
The National Youth Policy 2009-2014 is used inclusively to refer to young people as those 
falling within the age group of 14 to 35 years. This is based on the mandate of the National 
Youth Commission Act 1996 and the National Youth Policy 2000. This inclusive approach 
takes into account, both historical as well as present-day conditions. Although much has 
changed for young people since the advent of democracy in 1994, the motivation for 35 years 
as the upper age limit of the youth has not yet changed since historical imbalances in the 
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country are yet to be fully addressed. This definition is also inconsistent with the definition of 
youth as contained in the African Youth Charter (African Union, 2006) which defines youth 
as those between the ages of 15 and 35 years, although the latter excludes the 14 year olds.  
This does not present a challenge as South Africa includes a broader rather than narrower 
definition of youth. Of particular importance is the fact that the National Youth Policy 2009-
2014 supplements this age range by segmenting the youth population in age cohorts and 
target groups in recognition of significant differences that exist in these youth groupings in 
terms of their unique situations and needs. All these acknowledge the fact that young people 
are not a homogenous group and a differentiated approach should be adopted in dealing with 
them. The policy therefore acknowledges that the 14-35 age range is by no means a blanket 
general standard, but within the parameters of this age range young people can be 
disaggregated by race, age, gender, social class, geographic location etc. 
 
The differentiated approach makes it possible for policy to take into account definitions 
which are stipulated in other relevant pieces of legislation and policies such as the proposal of 
15-28 years as the age range for youth as in the National Youth Development Policy 
Framework (National Youth Commission, 2002); definition of a child as a person up to the 
age of 18 years as in the Children’s Act No. 35 of 2005; and reference to young offenders as 
those between the ages of 14 and 25 years as reflected in the Correctional Services Act, 
(Department of Correctional Services, 2003); as well as distinction of a child from an “adult 
youth” by the criminal justice system which does not consider the latter as a specialised 
group in need of special rehabilitative programmes. 
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For the purpose of this study a youth shall be defined as a persons falling between the ages of 
15 to 24 years inclusive reason for this age group is that once an individual reaches the age of 
25 is no longer (a youth nor an adolescent is a young adult). 
1.5.4 Child prostitution 
Child prostitution involves offering the sexual services of a child or inducing a child to 
perform sexual acts for any form of compensation, financial or otherwise (Willis & Levy, 
2002: 1417).  
In addition, Hesselink-Louw (2001: 7) defines a child prostitute (male or female) as a person 
under the age of 18 year who is involved in sex work for survival purposes (i.e. financial 
gain, only breadwinner of family, sold into prostitution owing to poverty and 
unemployment). The child sells his or her body for money and/or in exchange for clothes, 
food, shelter, drugs, love and affection. The sexual activities and involvement in sex are 
illegal and child prostitutes are mostly controlled and manipulated by adult pimps (male or 
female). 
Child prostitutes can be any age. The children are most often between 11 and 18 years of age 
but some may be as young as 18 months. These children usually come from broken homes 
and are lured by seemingly kind older men who promise them food and shelter. These men 
then become their pimps and exploit the children for their own financial gain. Child 
prostitutes are poorly paid if they are paid at all, kept in unsanitary conditions, denied 
healthcare, and are constantly watched and kept subservient. Child prostitutes are commonly 
threatened and abused both physically and psychologically. Pimps also use drugs as a tactic. 
The pimp will invite the child to a party and provide them with their first taste of drugs. The 
child then becomes hooked and will perform prostitution services in exchange for more of the 
drug. Alternatively, the pimp may find a child who is already a drug user and promise to feed 
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their fix in exchange for ‘work’. Many Canadian neighbourhoods that are plagued by 
prostitution blame child prostitution on drug addiction. 
Perschler-Desai (2008: 8) holds that child prostitution constitutes: 
 an act against the will of the child, which may be violent by nature 
 the sexual exploitation of a child for compensation in cash or in kind, usually but not 
always organized by a mediator (parent, family member, procurer, and/or teacher) 
 sexual abuse carried out by an adult, and involving payment in money or in kind to 
the child 
 treating a child as a sexual and commercial object. 
End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Child Trafficking (ECPT, 2001) state that 
child prostitution is the practice whereby a child sells his or her body for sexual activities in 
return for remuneration or any other consideration. The remuneration or any other 
consideration could be provided to the child prostitute or another person. 
For the purpose of the study, child prostitute shall be defined as any child whose body is used 
sexually and who receives compensation therefore in the form of money, food, clothes or 
shelter. 
1.5.5 Sex industry 
 Is a commercial enterprises related to sale or purchase of sex-related services, ranging from 
individual “workers” in prostitution to the pornographic end of the entertainment industry 
(Laura 2005).   
For the purpose of the study sex industry shall be defined as an industry that sells sexual 
activities performed by child prostitutes. 
16 
 
1.5.6 Sexual exploitation 
The Council of Europe definition of sexual exploitation as “the sexual use for economic 
purposes of a child or young person, which violates, directly or indirectly human dignity and 
sexual freedom and endangers his/ her psycho-sexual development” also classifies children as 
under 16 years old and a young person as between 16 and 21 (Kelly, 1995). 
There tends to be a distinction drawn between child sexual abuse and child prostitution, the 
latter being seen as a commercial transaction. Child sexual abuse is defined as contacts or 
interactions between a child and an older (or more knowledgeable) child or an adult, where 
the child is being used as an object for the other person’s sexual activity. These contacts or 
Interactions are carried out against the child using force, trickery, bribes, threats or pressure 
(UNECAP 1999).  
For the purpose of the study sexual exploitation shall be defined as exploiting a child sexually 
for sexual gratification who is not yet developmentally capable of understanding and resisting 
the contact of sex. 
1.5.7 Survival sex  
Emphasises the commercial sexual activity of young people as a way of obtaining the 
necessities of life, including food, drugs, clothing, transport, or money to purchase these 
goods and services (Ferguson 1993: 43). 
 
For the purpose of the study survival sex shall be defined as sex involving any child who has 
been  engaged in prostitution with the aim of alleviating the poverty situation at her/his home 
by sending his/her earnings to the family. 
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1.5.8 Victim 
Most people have a general image of the concept of a victim. This image is often a perception 
of an idea based on personal experiences and common social massages. But when asked to 
articulate a comprehensive definition or to consider variations of the concept, many people 
are less than consistent. As a concept, victim is an enigma that is difficult to comprehend and 
explain (Underwood, 2003: 1). 
Underwood (2003: 1) paraphrases Supreme Court Justice Stewart Potter’s response about 
defining the term victim as “victim may be something that is difficult to define, but you know 
it when you see it”. Victim is a concept that may be considered in a very broad and inclusive 
context or, to the other extreme; it may be narrowly defined with conditions that limit its 
applicability. In the daily language of the public, the term has a common meaning as referring 
to those individuals who suffer from “some form of hardship as a result of more worldly 
causes” (Kennedy & Sacco, 1998: 4); who “experience injuries, loses, or hardships due to 
any cause (Karmen, 1992: 2). 
Barkas (1978: 7) as cited in Scott (2006: 26) defines a victim as one who has directly or 
indirectly suffered as a result of a specific illegal action, to which Fattah (1992: 58) adds that 
the violation must be intentional in nature. Verwey (1994: 19) is of the opinion that the term 
victim applies not only to injured parties, but also to those not injured and who suffer no 
deprivation. A victim is therefore determined by referring to the offender’s view point and is 
the person whom the offender wishes to damage, thinks he is damaging or actually does 
damage.  Whereas Underwood (2003: 8) states that victim is a sociological concept, a status 
given to a member of society who has experienced an act or event. 
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Van der Walt (1997: 34) distinguishes between two types of victims, namely the active 
victim who contributed to the victimization and the passive victim who in no way 
consciously or unconsciously facilitated in the furthering of the crime. Furthermore he 
categorises these victims into types, being either directly affected by the crime or indirectly 
affected by the crime. Viano (2001: 10) also distinguishes four stages of victim. He is of the 
opinion that it is only when a person has proceeded through all four stages that he or she can 
actually be regarded as a victim. The four stages include the following: 
 Stage 1 
A person is injured or suffers at the hand of another person or institution. The 
essential point is not why or how a person is harmed, but the fact that the person is 
injured and needs to gain control over the harmful situation. 
 Stage 2 
The injured person perceives the suffering as unjust and undeserved and regards him 
or her-self as being victimized. Not all people who are harmed at the hands of another 
person or institution recognize it as harm, and often remain silent about it, or accept it 
as “the way things are”. The moment the person recognizes the harm or injury as 
unjust and undeserved, facts are reconfigured to take on a new meaning. 
 Stage 3 
This person looks outside him-or herself towards significant others, helping 
organizations or the criminal justice system for recognition of the fact that he or she 
has become a victim. A person can be reluctant to look towards other people for 
recognizing the harm or injury that he or she suffered, as it can lead to victim blaming 
or harming the person’s or institution’s status in society. 
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 Stage 4 
It is only when other people recognize and acknowledge the fact that the person has 
been victimized that the person is actually or can be regarded as a victim. This 
recognition is, however, dependent on the willingness of other people to identify the 
harm the person suffered as harmful. 
 
Quinney (1972: 520) however states that a definition and definite criteria for defining a 
concept can be adapted to suit the interest group defining this, and with this in mind the 
victim will be viewed primarily from a criminological point of view. 
For the purpose of this study a victim is someone who has been harmed physically, sexually, 
psychologically and emotionally and who is suffering from the consequences of an act 
inflicted on her. 
1.5.9 Pimps  
 Any person responsible for the facilitating of buying, selling, luring or provision of children 
for sexual services in return for compensation, financial or otherwise (Hesselink-Louw 2001). 
Hipolito (2007: 11) acknowledge the pimp as an integral part of prostitution.   Typically a 
male, the pimp is described as a heartless, self-absorbed shepherd. He herds, sells, and 
sometimes beats women like cattle in order to keep them in check.  However, Voss (1999) 
suggests that a pimp is but only one type of a manager of a deviant street network.  Hipolito 
(2007: 20) noted that there were prostitutes who worked with their boyfriends or husbands 
rather than for them.   
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A pimp is an agent of prostitutes who makes money off the prostitutes’ earnings. Under law, 
pimps are referred to as procurers and the act of procuring is a crime. Pimping generally runs 
as a business with a violent internal structure. The pimp, usually male but may also be a 
female, uses violence and threats to keep control of their prostitutes. This may include sexual 
assault, physical abuse such as beating, or “trunking” which is locking the prostitute in the 
trunk of a car for hours (Freley, 2005: 21). 
Freley (2005: 23) also maintain that there is a hierarchy among pimps ranging from the 
newcomers and least respected pimps (“wannabes” or “popcorn pimps”) to pimps that 
liberally use violence (“Jonas pimps”) to pimps who excel in psychological manipulation – 
especially of young prostitutes (“finesse pimps”). Prostitutes are, supposedly, allowed to 
move between pimps but because obtaining and maintaining  a selection of prostitutes is so 
important pimps will often “brand” their prostitutes with tattoos to mark ownership and beat 
any prostitute who so much as looks at another pimp. 
For the purpose of the study the researcher proposes to use the definition by Hesselink-Louw 
as cited above. 
1.5.10 Groomers 
This term usually refers to a female or male who deliberately befriends and establish an 
emotional connection with a child, in order to lower the child’s inhibitions in preparation for 
sexual exploitation.  They use psychological manipulation in the form of positive 
reinforcement.  The use of these activities are typically legal but later lead to illegal activities 
for example having sexual intercourse with an under aged individual (Hesselink-Louw 2001). 
For the purpose of the study groomers can be any person who manipulates and/or abducts a 
child with the aim of teaching him/her how to sell her/his body and how to lure customers. 
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1.5.11 Trafficking  
UNECAP, (1999) defines trafficking as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 
or receipt of persons, by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 
abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of position of vulnerability or of 
the giving or receiving of payment or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having 
control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation 
For the purpose of the study trafficking shall be defined as forcefully transporting an 
individual by mean of threat, abduction or deception to another country or place with the aim 
of exploiting that particular individual for labour, sexual exploitation, organ removal or 
forced marriage. 
1.5.12 Child sex tourism 
 Fraley (2005: 449) define child sex tourism as the commercial sexual exploitation of children 
by person who travel from their own country to another usually less developed country to 
engage in sexual acts with children 
For the purpose of this study child sex tourism shall be defined as a situation where children 
are sexually exploited by tourist from other countries. 
1.5.13 Susceptibility factors 
Davis and Snyman (2005: 57) state that susceptibility factors are those factors that make 
some people more vulnerable to victimisation than others because of their personal traits, 
unusual behaviour or social status. 
For the purpose of this study susceptibility factors are those factors that make it easier for the 
victims to be easily lured into prostitution because of their social status. 
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1.5.14 Facilitating factors 
According to Karmen (2004: 102) the term ‘facilitation’ should be reserved for those 
situations in which victims unknowingly, carelessly, negligently and inadvertently make it 
easier for the criminal to commit crime.  
For the purpose of this study facilitating factors are those factors that make it easier for the 
criminal to target vulnerable child victims to be exploited sexually by any individual. 
1.5.15 Pre-disposing factors 
Green (1974: 344) defines predisposing factors as factors that exert their effects prior a 
behaviour occurring, by increasing or decreasing a person’s motivation to undertake that 
particular behaviour.  
For the purpose of this study predisposing factors are those factors that are pre-existing 
conditions that contribute to the vulnerability of children to prostitution which could be 
viewed as push factors. 
1.6 Research objectives  
In order to address the issue surrounding the problem of child prostitution in SA, the 
researcher proposed the following as objectives of the study. 
1.6.1 to explore how children and youth prostitutes were lured into prostitution 
1.6.2   to investigate the impact of the prostitution life on the children and youth who were in 
prostitution 
1.6.3 to identify factors that contributes to children resuccumbing to prostitution after being 
rescued from prostitution. 
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To attain these objectives, the following research questions guided the researcher. 
1.7 Research questions 
The following are the research questions addressing each objective of the study. 
1.7.1 Research question addressing objective 1 
How are children and youth lured into prostitution? 
1.7.2 Research question addressing objective 2 
How does prostitution impact the life of the children and youth? 
1.7.3 Research question addressing objective 3 
Which factors contribute to children and youth resuccumbing to prostitution after being 
rescued? 
 
1.8 Rationale of the study 
 
The reason for the researcher to conduct this research is because child prostitution is a 
worldwide problem faced by different countries underdeveloped or developed. These 
children are often coerced through force, fear and drug addiction to engage in illegal  
commercial sexual activities.  
 
The reasons for entering into sex work are complex, and are influenced by factors such as 
family breakdown, prior victimisation, homelessness, lack of education, the isolation of 
indigenous and ethnic communities, growing consumerism, and unemployment. For example, 
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the main reasons given in one study by adult female sex workers, 25% of who began under 
the age of 19, were related to supporting themselves or earning more money, supporting a 
drug habit or another adult, to be more independent, or to seek more excitement (Perkins, 
1994: 4).  
 
The International Save the Children Alliance (2000) is of the opinion that some children 
under the age of 10 reported that they engaged in commercial sexual activities primarily to 
meet basic life needs such as accommodation, food, drugs, clothing, and money with which 
to purchase goods and services.   
 
In a Thai study (Baker 2000) reasons why children entered prostitution, 85% cited poverty, 
but other reasons were a desire to be rich, lack of education, family problems, behavioural 
problems, materialism, and drugs. 
 
Dodsworth (2000: 14) has summarised the “push/pull” factors commonly associated with 
entering child prostitution. The “push” factors included physical and sexual abuse, poverty, 
neglect, family breakdown, bad experiences of the state care system or inadequate after-care 
services, homelessness (often as a consequence of running away), school exclusion, 
unemployment, and lack of financial support, together with consequent low levels of self 
esteem and feelings of powerlessness. 
 
These children who have been lured into prostitution maybe subjected to sexual, emotional, 
verbal, physical, financial abuse, and severe violence, they become drug dependent, and 
become infected with STIs, and HIV/AIDS. Most of them they are illiterate, is either they 
never went to school or have dropped out of school at lower grades. 
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There are various NGOs in South Africa that are dealing with the phenomenon of child 
prostitution, trying to come up with prevention measure, and rescuing by way of programme 
such as outreach, yet the prevention as well as rescuing remains a problem. 
 
 The researcher therefore proposes to explore, how these children are lured into prostitution; 
What are the impacts of prostitution on the life of these children and youth; and factors 
contribute to children resuccumbing to prostitution after being rescued.   
 
In the following section, the researcher gives an exposition of the significance of this study, 
by highlighting who will benefit from this study and how they will benefit from it. 
 
1.9 Significance of the study 
The researcher is of the view that determining the factors contributing to children being 
involved in child prostitution will provide insight into the phenomenon of child prostitution 
in Gauteng. 
 
The researcher is of the opinion that identifying and determining the factors that contribute to 
children resuccumbing to prostitution after being rescued could contribute to prevention and 
intervention to curb child prostitution and resuccumbing to prostiution. This information will 
be valuable to NGO’s, Government stakeholders as well as academics in addressing the 
problem of child prostitution in a pro-active manner. 
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There are gaps in the support network for children who are sexually exploited and more 
intervention policies are required, so this study will assist in developing other programmers to 
rescue more children from prostitution and prevent them from resuccumbing to 
prostitution.This research will also provide some insight about child prostitution and thus 
further enhance the existing knowledge based on Criminology pertaining to crime against 
children. 
To achieve this, the researcher proposes to define his field of study and groups being 
investigated, both qualitatively and quantitatively. 
 
1.10 Delimitation of the study 
 The researcher will now give an overview of the delimitation of the study by discussing 
geographical, qualitative, as well as quantitative delimitation. 
 Van der Westhuisen (1997:391) opines that the reasons for delimitation is that, the 
researchers lack the means or time to analyze all the cases, or they are interested only in 
certain subgroups within the population. 
 
1.10.1 Geographical delimitation 
For the purpose of this study, only one province namely Gauteng was focused upon, in 
particular Johannesburg and Pretoria areas, due to the fact that enough respondents could be 
found in this specific province. During the research 10 NGO organizations could be found 
that are dealing with child prostitution in Gauteng Province.  
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The study was conducted in four of the shelters that are based in Gauteng Province 
specifically in Johannesburg and Pretoria which rescues children from the prostitution 
industry.  
 
1.10.2 Quantitative delimitation 
Each questionnaire that was distributed by the researcher was translated into IsiZulu and 
Sepedi and was divided into four sections, in which each section was addressing each aim of 
the study. Section (A) consisted of the biographical information of the respondents; while 
section (B) consisted of questions concerning how they were lured into prostitution ( the 
route to prostitution); therefore section (C) addresed at the impact of the prostitution life has 
on the child prostitutes (consequences and risks associated with child sex work); least but not 
last is section (D) which focuses on factors that contribute to children to resuccemb to 
prostitution even if they are rescued from the prostitution; rehabilitation and places of safety. 
Forty five structured questionnaires were distributed to the respondents by the researcher and 
the field worker in shelters from Gauteng and collected by them to ensure maximum return of 
questionnaires.  
 
1.10.3 Qualitative delimitation 
The respondents for the study are children and youth (girls) who have been rescued from the 
prostitution industry by various NGOs and are between the ages of seven and twenty years of 
age and they were at the moment of the study residing in these NGO shelters in the Gauteng 
Province. 
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For the purpose of this study the researcher adhered to the suggestions by Davis and Snyman 
(2005: 27) in ethical consideration when dealing with victims. The considerations relevant to 
this study are: informed consent, the rights of the participants and voluntary participation. 
 
1.11 Ethical Considerations 
In this subheading the researcher discusses how he has adhered to the ethical considerations 
of the study interms of protecting the participants, explaining their rights and how he dealt 
with the issues of informed consent. 
 
1.11.1 Informed consent  
Informed consent was obtained from NGO managers. The research respondents knew after 
the researcher had explained what the research was about, the benefits, risks, and the 
possibility of rewards in taking part in the study. 
Research projects should be discouraged if there is non-consent from a recognized research 
ethics committee. If an individual or organization undertakes research without reference to 
such a committee or informed consent, it should at the very least adhere to strict ethical 
guidelines as there is a notable dearth of control measures (Strydom, 1998:32). 
Approval for this research was obtained from Walter Sisulu University’s Ethics committee. 
The voluntary nature of participation, confidentiality, anonymity, rights of the respondents 
and potential uses of findings were explained. The researcher wrote a letter to the NGOs 
shelters managers asking permission to conduct this study using children and youth who were 
in prostitution but were currently safe in their shelters. 
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The researcher further explained the purpose of the research to the NGO managers, social 
workers as well as to the respondents assuring them that the information provided by 
respondents would be treated confidentially and their names would not be requested 
anywhere and could decline at any point of the study if they wished to do so. The researcher 
had explained to the participants the aims and the purpose of the study, how it will affect 
them, and the risks and benefits of participation. 
 
1.11.2 The rights of the respondents 
The researcher has explained to the respondents their rights, namely the right to privacy or 
the right to decide when, where, to whom, and to what extent his or her attitudes, beliefs and 
behavior would be revealed, including the right to refuse to participate in the research; the 
researcher further more explained to the respondents that they had a right to remain 
anonymous (no one would be able to identify them afterwards) and to confidentiality; the 
right to full disclosure about the aims of the research; and the right not to be harmed in any 
manner (physically, psychologically and emotionally).  
 
1.11.3 Voluntary participation 
All children and youth (respondents) were treated in a sensitive and conscientious way and 
care was taken not to put the objectives of the study above the research participant’s well-
being. Therefore no children were forced or coerced into taking part in the study. 
This study was given ethical clearance by the faculty of education research and higher 
degrees committee and approved by the senate of Walter Sisulu University. 
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1.12 Problems encountered with the study 
Although there is research on child prostitution in South Africa, the researcher’s approach 
differed in that this study focused on children and youth in shelters and the researcher views 
children and youth as victims not only of crime but also of circumstances. No research work 
is completed successfully without some problems. Despite the fact that children and youth in 
shelters co-operated with the researcher, various obstacles were encountered along the way, 
which included the following: 
 
1.12.1 Obtaining permission 
Most of the shelters that rescue children and youth from prostitution denied the researcher 
access and permission to conduct his study in their shelters. They were of the view that this 
study is sensitive and these children had gone through difficulties, so this study would evoke 
emotional traumas which they are trying to deal with. Some told the researcher that those 
children were not yet ready to talk about their personal matters they had gone through with a 
stranger. Other managers denied to grant the researcher permission because they were afraid 
and thinking that the researcher was a journalist who wanted to write and publish a story 
about the children. 
 
1.12.2 Information overload 
Most research studies focused on children as perpetrators even though Hesselink-Louw 
conducted a victimological study she still viewed the children as sex workers. As a result the 
researcher had to extract and structure existing information in a deductive way in order to 
evaluate the appropriateness and relevance of the information for the purposes of this study. 
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1.13 Research outline  
 
Diagram 1: Outline of the study 
Chapter 1 orientates the reader about the problem statement, the purpose and significance of 
the study. This chapter further contains some ethical considerations. 
Chapter 2 contains the literature review which is used in order to explain the phenomenon of 
child prostitution. 
Chapter 3 explains the theoretical framework used in the study. 
Chapter 4 explains the methodology, procedures utilized for identifying and selecting 
respondents as well as the technique applied in collecting the data. 
Chapter 5 focuses on the analysis of data.  
Chapter 6 consists of the interpretation of the results. 
Chapter 7 is the final chapter which highlights the recommendations, and conclusion also 
identifies possible areas (gabs) for future research. 
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Chapter two 
2. Literature review 
2.1 Introduction 
The purpose of literature review is to review the existing research or available body of 
knowledge to see how other scholars have investigated the research problem that the 
researcher is interested in and also to identify gaps in knowledge, as well as weaknesses in 
previous studies (Babbie, 2001: 24). 
For the purpose of this study the researcher wishes to find out from other scholars; how they 
theorized and conceptualized on the issue of child prostitution and what they have found 
empirically on the issue of child prostitution. 
This literature review section will focus and scrutinize five topics concerning child 
prostitution:  
 South African legislation pertaining to child prostitution 
  the route to prostitution 
  child prostitution as a subcategory of child labour  
  consequences and risks associated with child sexual exploitation  
 rehabilitation and places of safety. 
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2.2 South African legislation pertaining to child prostitution 
Existing South African legislation appears to play a dual role when dealing with the issues 
surrounding child prostitution; first and foremost is the aspect of protecting the child and 
secondly prohibiting child prostitution. This literature review depicts various Acts that are 
addressing the protection of children. 
  
South Africa is a signatory to both the African Charter of Human and People’s Rights and the 
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, both of which adhere to the 
principles expressed in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989. South 
Africa therefore has to protect children’s rights and combat and prevent the exploitation of 
and injurious acts to, children. This includes child prostitution (Hesselink-Louw; Nicolaou & 
Duriex 2005: 9-10; Van Niekerk 2003: 2-3) 
 
The following legislation prohibits child prostitution and/or any involvement of children in 
sexual activities in South Africa (Hesselink-Louw et al. 2004; 357-368; Nicolaou & Duriex 
2005: 9): 
 The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child 1989, articles 391), 3(2), 4, 
19, 14(1), 19(2), and 34 
 The African Charter of Human and People’s Rights, section 5, 16(2), 21(2), 27 and 29 
 The Child Care Act 74 of 1983 (as amended in Act 19 of 1999), chapters 3 and 8; 
sections 50A, 50(1) 
 The Sexual Offences Act 23 of 1957 (amended in 1980, section 9(1), 9(1A), 10, 11, 
12, 13, and 14 
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 The Sexual Offences Amendment Bill, 2003, section 10(a) (b), 11(1)(a)-(h), 12(1)-
(a)-(h) 
 
The researcher decided to use the above mentioned legislation because it prohibits and 
protects children (and/or a mentally impaired person) from any form of economic and sexual 
exploitation (i.e. slavery; child labour; child prostitution) that is deemed hazardous to or to 
interfere with the child’s education, or is deemed to be harmful to the child’s health or 
physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development. Furthermore, it regulates the 
criminalization (criminal sanctions) of individuals who involve themselves in using a child as 
a prostitute, or in supplying, recruiting, transporting or transferring a child for the purpose of 
child sexual exploitation, and those who benefit from child prostitution in any way, 
financially or materially. 
The following is a discussion of each Act mentioned above that protects children from sexual 
abuse and child sexual exploitation. 
Acts Explanation 
 International  instruments  South Africa ratified the United Nations 
Convention on the rights of the child (CRC) in 
1995 and the African Charter on the rights and 
Welfare of the child in 2000 
 By ratifying these international instruments, 
South Africa undertakes to incorporate their 
provisions into domestic laws and to comply 
with monitoring requirements 
 Of particular importance are Articles 19, 34 
and 36 of the CRC, which oblige States parties 
to protect the child from all forms of sexual 
exploitation, sexual abuse and all other forms 
of exploitation prejudicial to any aspects of the 
child’s welfare (Richter; Dawes & Higson-
Smith, 2005: 210) 
 The African Charter, in Article 16 and 27, 
broadly obliges State parties to take measure to 
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protect children against all forms of torture, 
injury, neglect, and maltreatment, including 
sexual abuse, while in the care of a parent, 
legal guardian, school authority or any person 
who has responsibility for the care of the child 
(Richter et al, 2005: 211).  
 
 Child Care Act N0 74 of 1983  The Child Care Act is a piece of welfare 
legislation to provide for procedures to care for 
children who are neglected, abused, and in 
need of adoption or institutional care. Some of 
the relevant situations include the exposure of 
the child to circumstances that would result in 
the physical, sexual or mental abuse of a child, 
or where the child has been physically, 
mentally or sexually abused 
 In additional, the Act prohibits and 
criminalizes the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children (Richter; Dawes & 
Higson-Smith, 2005: 214) 
 Sexual Offences Amendment 
Act No 32 of 2007 
 This Act (Sexual Offences and Related 
Matters) Amendment Act, No. 32 of 2007, 
came into effect on the 16th of December 2007 
after being assigned into law by President 
Thabo Mbeki. Section 72 of of the Act 
provides for the implementation of Chapter 1 
to 4 and 7, which mainly deal with the creation 
of statutory sexual offences, special protection 
measures for children and persons who are 
mentally disabled. The Act help to intensify 
South African’s efforts to fight sexual crimes 
against all persons and, especially, sexual 
offences being committed against vulnerable 
groups, including women, children and people 
who are mentally disabled. 
 This Act is the enactment of new, expanded or 
amended sexual offences against children and 
persons who are mentally disabled, including 
offences relating to sexual exploitation or 
grooming, exposure to or display of child 
pornography or pornography to children and 
the creation of child pornography 
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 Sexual offence with youth  Section 14 of sexual offences with youth is 
used to prosecute perpetrators who have sexual 
intercourse with children under a particular 
age, even where the child has consented to the 
sexual intercourse. It is often referred to as 
statutory rape. The offences is committed when 
a male either has, or attempts to have, unlawful 
carnal intercourse with a girl under the age of 
16 years, or commits, or attempts to commit, 
an immoral or indecent act with either a girl 
under the age of 16 or a boy under 19 years 
 
 Likewise, a female who either has, or attempts 
to have, unlawful sexual intercourse with a boy 
under 16, or attempts to commit, or commits, 
an immoral or indecent act with a boy under 16 
or a girl under 19 years, is guilty of an offence 
(Richter et al, 2005: 216). 
 
 
 
2.3 Critics of Children’s Act and Sexual Offenses Amendment Bill  
 It is noted that neither the Children’s Act nor the Sexual Offenses Amendment Bill will bring 
South Africa into compliance with its international obligations. Both are intrinsically 
constrained by the scope of their mandate, and apply respectively only to child victims of 
trafficking or to victims, both children and adults, who have been trafficked for purposes of 
sexual exploitation. Furthermore, neither makes any mention of prevention initiatives 
(Kreston, 2007: 45).  
 
The Children’s Act has additional flaws. Commentators have criticized it as a pale shadow of 
its original intent, and one suffering from critical excisions and general omissions. In 
reference to its trafficking provisions, one such omission is its failure to recognize the 
importance of specialization for members of the multi-disciplinary team tasked with 
implementing this legislation. Neither dedicated units within law enforcement and 
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prosecution, nor even specialized training to those who will deal with these cases is 
mandated. Without such specialization, or additional training, the best interest of child 
victims will not be served.  
 
Though prescribing many victim services, without a long-term reintegration process, 
including psychological or medical assistance, the unique needs of trafficked children cannot 
be properly met. By failing to have measures in place to identify trafficked children as 
victims of crime, and to preclude their being charged with any offenses they may have 
committed as a result of being trafficked, this act does not afford the full protection of 
trafficked children that it sets out to do. The Sexual Offenses Bill not only fails to provide for 
prevention, it fails to provide any specific assistance to child victims of trafficking and also 
fails to make provision for specialized personnel or specialized units to deal with cases 
involving offenses against children (Kreston, 2007: 45). 
 
 Additionally, by assigning different protection to children under the age of 12, it leaves a 
gaping chasm for disparate treatment of exploitation victims between the ages of 12 and 18. 
The bill categorically states that children under 12 cannot consent to trafficking. By 
implication then, those between 12 and 18 can. This not only fails to afford equal protection 
to all children, but fails to recognize both the Palermo Protocol’s and the South African 
Constitution’s definition of children as those under 18 years of age. Teenagers are as 
vulnerable to exploitation and adults abusing positions of power over them, as are younger 
children. In artificially dividing the younger children, who are “deserving” of absolute 
protection, from the older “undeserving” children, it reinforces a cultural bias against 
adolescent victims of sex crimes and exploitation, and undermines the principle that children 
can neither legally nor genuinely consent to their own violation (Kreston, 2007: 45).  
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The following subheading discusses how children got involve in prostitution. 
2.4 The route to prostitution 
This literature highlights different reasons to prostitution by children; it exposes how most of 
the children found themselves into the prostitution industry. It depicts how children are 
forced into prostitution either by their family members or by the pimps. The researcher 
discusses the route to prostitution using three factors namely: pre-disposing, facilitating and 
susceptibility factors.  
 
 The route to prostitution diagram  
The introduction above indicates that the route to prostitution is paved with complicated 
factors which contribute to the vulnerability of children and ultimately their victimization and 
exploitation. The researcher is of the opinion that in order to have a clear understanding of 
the child as a victim of exploitation, factors contributing to the child’s exploitation need to be 
discussed. 
 
Prostitution
Susceptibility 
factors
Facilitating 
factors
Predisposing
factors
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2.5 Factors contributing to the children’s vulnerability to child prostitution 
In the USA, child prostitution is linked with childhood sexual abuse. In some countries, such 
as Thailand, specific factors contributing to child prostitution differ between regions and 
often depend on ethnic origins such as being from Bangkok or Northern tribal communities 
(ECPAT, 2001). 
 Various researchers (Perschler-Desai 2001: 12-13; Hesselink-Louw 2001: 223-247; 
Perschler-Desai 2001: 7, 11-12; Cooper 2003: 1; Bolowana 2004: 1; Nicolaou & Durieux 
2005: 1,23; Gounden 2006: 1-2; Neethling 2007;) maintain that specific causes of child 
prostitution might differ between countries and communities. For example, in parts of 
Nigeria, children fleeing abuse at home are pushed into prostitution, whereas child 
prostitution in Nepal is attributed to poverty (Poudel, 1994). 
 
Various factors contributing to the prostitution route of children have been identified 
internationally and nationally and are family dysfunction, lack of education, unemployment, 
poverty, prior child sexual abuse, morality, drug abuse, child sex tourism and child 
trafficking. These contributing factors will be discussed under susceptibility factors, 
facilitating factors and pre-disposing factors. 
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These are the contributing factors to prostitution rout of children 
Susceptibility factors        Facilitating factors Pre-disposing factors 
 Family dysfunction 
 Lack of education 
 Unemployment   
 Poverty 
 
 Prior child 
sexual abuse 
 Child sex 
tourism 
 
 
 
 Morality 
 Drug abuse 
 Child trafficking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.5.1 Susceptibility factors 
The following discussion attempts to highlight factors that are not the direct control of the 
child and contributes to their victimization, namely family dysfunction; lack of education; 
unemployment and poverty. 
 Family Dysfunction 
Hipolito (2007: 49) observes that dysfunctional families may contribute to children becoming 
the targets of sexual exploitation. Divorced parents or physical abuse within family represent 
examples of family dysfunction. Personal risk factors such as family conflicts are linked to 
the problem of commercial sexual exploitation of children. In addition, there is a strong 
correlation between a ‘care’ history and experiencing sexual exploitation (Ward and Patel, 
2006: 344) 
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Denisova (2001) as cited in Hipolito (2007: 49) suggest that where there is a high 
concentration of people under one household, the levels of family conflict may increase. 
Family dysfunction creates the necessary conditions for children to be sexually exploited. 
These children when at home are mistreated, when in the streets they are also mistreated; they 
don’t see the difference, they think it is normal.  Another characterization of a dysfunctional 
family is offered by Ward and Patel (2006: 341), who maintains that combined risk factors of 
family dysfunction and stress, result in children seeking solutions to their problems outside of 
the home and family. Children run away from home in order to escape the abuse. Fang 
(2005:11) observes that from 1.5 million children that are involved in prostitution, nearly a 
third of these children are run aways. Children engaging in the streets look for that belonging 
and nurture which is missing within the context of their family (1st World Congress Against 
CSEC, 1996). A child from a dysfunctional family may become more vulnerable to sexual 
exploitation. Familial abuse not only scars children, but also plays a role in driving children 
away from their homes. Children away from home because of domineering parents and/or are 
being physically or sexually abused; some of these children are kicked out by their own 
parents. Any kind of abuse within the family increases the chance of children becoming more 
vulnerable to exploiters out there (Ives, 2001: 15).  
 
Children whose parents are separated or divorced, children who have parents with drugs or 
gambling problems, and finally children who have lost a parent or both are at a higher risk of 
sexual exploitation (1st World Congress Against CSEC, 2001). Another example of this 
theme offered by Roby (2005: 138) also suggests that factors leading children to sexual 
exploitation include family breakdowns, poor family relationships, abuse and neglect in the 
home, and substance abuse by their parents. There is a greater risk of commercial sexual 
46 
 
exploitation when another family member is or has been involved. Many families repeat the 
pattern with more than one child (Roby, 2005: 139). 
 
The researcher is of the opinion that family dysfunction is therefore not a determining factor 
but should be considered as a predisposing factor in the cases where children are exploited 
for commercial sex. Family dysfunction further plays a role when combined with other 
factors for example lack of education. It is therefore necessary to discuss lack of education as 
a possible cause or contributing factor to the sexual exploitation of children for commercial 
reasons. 
The next section describes how lack of education plays a role as a contributing factor to 
children’s vulnerability to prostitution. 
 Lack of education 
As observed by Farid (2000) as cited in Hipolito (2007: 48), an inability to afford schooling 
pushes children into further risk of sexual abuse, since they are most likely to be exposed to 
harmful environments. A lack of education means fewer opportunities to gain job 
opportunities and forces children into the sex industry as means of earning money.  
 
 Farid (2000) as cited in Hipolito (2007: 48), furthermore states that the lack of education is 
an impediment of opportunities, deepens the children’s and their family’s poverty, and 
widens inequality and lack of opportunities. Children’s lack of education makes them 
vulnerable to the will of adults. Moreover, families with low education hurt their ability to 
make wise decisions about child bearing and rearing.  
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Farid (2000) as cited in Hipolito (2007: 48) he is also of the view that most families cannot 
afford schools. This situation prevents them from overcoming poverty. According to the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF, 2006), in the cases of sexual exploitation 
communities rarely interact due to lack of knowledge, understanding, fear, and/or 
intimidation. Communities are not aware or do not have a sense of what is going on with 
children. 
 
Children’s exploiters find their victims mainly in rural areas, where the educational 
conditions are very bad and the children are not informed about the life conditions in the 
cities. The lack of education chances lead to the fact that these children will have problems 
finding qualified jobs in the future and therefore, they will be only used as work force in the 
bigger cities (Topi, 2004: 7). 
 
The researcher opines that lack of education is one of the contributing factors or cause of 
children to be exploited commercially or it predisposes the vulnerable children to 
exploitation. Furthermore lack of education plays a role when combined with other factors; 
therefore it is imperative for the researcher to delineate unemployment as another possible 
contributing factor to children sexual exploitation for commercial reasons.  
The following is a discussion of unemployment as another factor contributing to child 
prostitution. 
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 Unemployment 
Unemployment is a factor that is correlated with poverty which is a strong factor leading to 
commercial sexual exploitation of children. The lack of employment or vocational 
opportunities provides constrains on family structures and children as well. According to 
Voss (1999: 2) many children especially girls respond to unemployment opportunities. 
Hughes (2001) also observes that many children due to unemployment reply to posted jobs in 
newspapers or online advertisements offering lucrative job opportunities for low-skilled jobs, 
such as waitresses and nannies. However, what they do not know is that these employment 
opportunities are false, and then they will be forced into prostitution. 
 
The youth are tricked into prostitution by the belief that they will be employed. In yet, 
another example by the 1st World Congress Against CSEC (1996) reveals that children are 
tricked and lured into thinking that they will work in a coffee shop or restaurant to earn 
money to send back to the family but instead are sold to brothels as sex slaves. These children 
are in a desperate search for employment and become easy targets and prey for child 
prostitution. 
 
The lack of skills and age makes it harder for children to find an appropriate jobs. The 
constant pressure to provide support to another member of their family or their own self 
makes them vulnerable and easy to prey on. As confirmation, Klain (1999: 2) makes the point 
that children’s young age, lack of education, and lack of the necessary street sense to survive 
alone contributed to the need to engage in survival sex.  
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The sex is used in exchange for food, shelter, money, or protection. Having few employment 
opportunities many children turn to prostitution as a means of surviving in the street.  
 
Poverty is another factor which is believed to have a contributory effect on children’s 
vulnerability to prostitution. Poverty is discussed below; looking at the role it plays it terms 
of exposing children to prostitution. 
 Poverty 
Poverty is a major factor that leads children into the world of prostitution, as noted by Willis 
and Levy (2002). The majority of these children who are sexually exploited come from poor 
families. Poverty, as observed by Fraley (2005: 454), is the context in which children are 
forced, sold, tricked, lured, kidnapped, or trafficked into commercial sexual activities. 
 The term “poverty” emphasizes the fact that it does not mean that all children living in poor 
conditions undertake the route to prostitution, but that it is a factor that pushes children into a 
life of prostitution. 
 
Poverty creates the necessary conditions for children to become victims of commercial sexual 
exploitation of children. It is therefore understandable when Fraley (2005: 454) states that 
poverty appears to be the main reason that children enter the sex trade; they are poor, 
illiterate, and lack the protection of a structured family. Children who are prostitutes are often 
responsible for providing financial support to their families (Willis & Levy, 2002: 1418).  
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Children are also affected by their immediate family members. According to Ireland (1993), 
some children are coerced or physically forced into sexual exploitation by their parents, who 
see it as a way of supplementing family income. Families may allow their children to be 
exploited with an expectation that additional income will be generated. These children are 
therefore victimized twice firstly by their parents and by then being sexually exploited. 
 
 Some parents sell their children, not just for money, but also in the hope that their children 
will be escaping poverty and face a better future. Farid (2000) as cited in Hipolito (2007: 43) 
maintains that children from poor families, by nature of their poverty, are less likely to be 
protected and thus face a higher risk of commercial sexual exploitation. These parents end up 
selling their own children for a few hundred dollars. Some parents will even sell their 
children in order to obtain modern comforts and luxury items (Fraley, 2005: 455). 
 
Poverty creates a sense of enormous debt and desperation for families resulting in the 
breakdown of family structure. Klain (1999: 50) observes that networks of agents encourage 
impoverished parents to give up their children in return for financial support. Many of these 
children live on the streets and do not attend school. These conditions can be attributed to the 
economic development that has exasperated enormous inequity and preconditions for child 
exploitation. In accordance with the 2nd World Congress Against CSEC (2001) as cited in 
Hipolito (2007: 44) children between the ages of 12 years and 18 years sometimes trade sex 
for official papers, privileges for family, clothes, food, protection as well as for cash. 
Children are among those most vulnerable to the effects of poverty and sexual abuse. 
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According to Ives (2001: 7) poverty plays a principal role and is a factor in homelessness in 
children. Money, for the child on the streets, might be the only way of surviving. As Kasirye 
(n.d.) as cited in Hipoloto (2007: 44) notes that the major targets of commercial sex are in 
slum and street children where sex is exchanged for food or money. These children have very 
few means of earning money and are most likely to be sexually exploited by adults. Kasirye 
(n.d.) as cited in Hipolito (2007:44), also observes that due to lack of food, clothing and other 
basic needs, these children are abused by adults and engage in sex with multiple partners for 
survival. These children represent an especial vulnerable group both in terms of the reasons 
for their coming to and being on the streets and what could happen to them. 
 
The researcher is of the opinion that poverty is therefore not a determining factor but should 
be considered as a predisposing factor in the cases where children are exploited for 
commercial sex. Poverty further plays a role when combined with other factors for example 
prior child sexual abuse. It is therefore necessary to discuss prior child abuse as a possible 
cause or contributing factor to the sexual exploitation of children for commercial reasons. 
The next section describes how prior child abuse has played a role as a contributing factor to 
children’s vulnerability to prostitution. 
 
2.5.2 Facilitating factors 
The following discussion attempts to highlight factors that contribute to children’s 
vulnerability to their victimization. 
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 Prior child sexual abuse 
Sexual abuse has a significant impact on the probability that runaway children will become 
involved in prostitution. This subheading is best illustrated by Farid (2000) as cited in 
Hipolito (2007: 50), who found that 61% of children that had been sexually abused in their 
childhood; the abusers, usually are family members or close friends. Similarly, Klain (1999: 
50) observes that sexual abuse indirectly increases the chance of prostitution. Not only does 
sexual abuse of a child make them vulnerable to sexual exploitation but combined with other 
family tensions and emotional deficiencies will likely increase the probability. 
 
 Findings from the studies that have been presented in the 2nd World Congress Against 
commercial sexual exploitation of children (2001) have emphasized that children who are 
involved in commercial sexual activities in both industrialized and developing countries tend 
to come from broken homes and/or from abusive family environments where they have 
suffered from some form of abuse. This breakdown will force the child to survive alone in the 
streets or become a provider and supporter for the family. Any type of abuse can contribute to 
these children running away from home and ending up vulnerable out in the streets to 
commercial sexual exploitation and/or abuse. 
 
The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (2002), states that previous abuse, 
result in increased vulnerability and a sense of isolation, betrayal, and alienation all play a 
role in the juvenile’s inability to reject prostitution. According to Roby (2005: 139), 
researchers link the growth of street child prostitution to widespread violence against girls 
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suffering continued male incest at home. Indeed, 60% of children in prostitution in England 
were sexually abused before they began working in the sex trade.  
 
 Fag (2005) as cited in Hipolito (2007: 51) reveals from several stories by child prostitutes 
that these children either had parents who were divorced and the girls were raped by their 
mother’s boyfriends or stepbrothers. Similarly, Lillywhite and Skidmore (2006: 51) state that 
five out of seven male children had been sexually abused prior to their sexual exploitation; 
the same number had parents with alcohol problems.These children were constantly raped by 
immediate family members. It is therefore not uncommon that these vulnerable children 
succumb to drug abuse. 
 
Ives (2001: 53) observes specifically that children involved in prostitution have several 
commonalities, a history of family dysfunction (including sexual abuse), running away from 
home and surviving in the streets.  
The next section discusses child sex tourism as another factor in the literature which plays a 
role in children’s vulnerability to prostitution. 
 Child sex tourism 
This literature depicts how sex tourism influences child prostitution, it shows how tourists 
manipulate and exploit children for sexual purposes, also those who conspire with tourists in 
case of obtaining children. It also highlights places that are likely to present an opportunity 
for tourist to exploit. 
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According to Davidson (2004) child sex tourism involves the crime of traveling to or 
transporting a child under 18 years for the purpose of prostitution or sexual activity. Sex 
tourists live out their fantasies while sexually exploiting children and denying their rights. 
The literature (Ward and Patel, 2006; 2nd World Congress Against CSEC, 2001) reveals that 
the commercial sexual exploitation of children shows the lack of importance given to human 
rights and the disregard of children’s needs. Societies in which this activity flourishes become 
dependent on the revenues generated. As a result children are raped, sodomized, abused, and 
denied their basic rights. Sex tourists or child abusers can be men or women and come from 
all socio-economic backgrounds. 
 
A related article by Davidson (2004) reaffirms the idea that many adults believe that by 
traveling to underdeveloped countries, they will enjoy these acts without arrest and 
conviction. Usually in these countries, (e,g. Thailand and India) penalties are rarely enforced. 
As a result of weak legislation and no enforcement of laws these children suffer from life 
threatening diseases and psychological disorders.  
 
 Klain (1999: 53) estimates that in Cambodia 35% of the sex workers are less than eighteen 
years old. There is an increased demand for child sex trade from business men, and tourists 
operating outside the local brothels. The demand in child sex tourism is increasing.  
Likewise, Klain (1999:55) found that in Colombia, the number of child sex workers has 
increased fivefold in the year, Costa Rica, as well, produces child sex package tours. In other 
countries, such as India and Indonesia, local clients and West Asian business men make up 
the clientele of child sex tourism (Smolenski (1995). Many children are brought to India for 
sexual purposes and when they leave they are now infected and have become HIV positive.  
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Two of India’s major beach resorts have become home to children who are being held as 
child prostitutes. In the Philippines, as indicated by Klain (1999: 50), advocacy organizations 
estimate that at least 60 000 children are being prostituted. Child prostitution increased with 
the U.S. military presence and sex tourism. Children sell sex on the streets and on beaches to 
tourists and locals. The numbers of tourists have increased due to this form of entertainment 
based on child sexual abuse. At the same time, the greatest number of child prostitutes is 
younger than sixteen years of age (Klain, 1999: 50). A high estimate of boys in prostitution is 
also found in the streets. Businessmen make up their clientele along with locals. 
 
As indicated by ECPAT (2007), the United States is the greatest consumer of child sex 
tourism. Information collected from ECPAT suggests that U.S. citizens represent the largest 
group of tourists visiting foreign countries and abusing kids. This observation is confirmed by 
Munir and Yasin (1997), who found that in Asia, 25% of those arrested for child sexual abuse 
were Americans, while 18% and 14%, respectively were German and Australian. As noted by 
Ireland (1993) as long as countries continue to be tolerant of prostitution, economically 
depressed, and politically unstable regions, child sex tourism will rise steadily. 
 
In Africa, it is mainly Cape Town that is the focus of offenders, and it has been suggested 
“that sex tours to Cape Town are organized in much the same fashion as wine tour of the 
Western Cape” (Naidoo, 2002: 40-41). It is postulated by Naidoo (2002: 41) that there is a 
lack of cooperation between government and NGOs to address the problem of child sex 
tourism industry in South Africa. This was evident in the national government’s refusal to 
participate in the child sex tourism conference held in Cape Town during 2001. 
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The researcher maintains that sexual exploitation of children is viewed as the most profitable 
part of human trafficking and can take different forms, such as forced child prostitution, 
forced marriages and pornography. 
 
2.5.3 Predisposing factors 
The following discussion attempts to delineate pre-disposing factors that contributes to 
children’s vulnerability to prostitution. 
 Drug Abuse 
 Children that runaway from their families and homes are exposed to living in dangerous 
conditions out on the streets. According to the 2nd World Congress Against CSEC (2001), 
children may seek substances to relive the pain caused by sexual exploitation. Drugs and 
alcohol become an escape to their everyday struggles. One good characterization of this 
subheading is observed by Kasirye (n.d.) as cited in Hipolito (2007: 54), who reveals that 
drug abuse culture plays a functional role among the children to escape daily problems, 
reduces stress; it serves as a cure for their health maladies.  
 
As indicated by Ives (2001: 54) in Mexico drugs have become central to the exploitation of 
children. Children become addicted to drugs and will find their way to prostitution in an 
attempt to support their drug habits. Drug use is a mode of survival for children because it 
helps them face the dangers and challenges of being on the street comfortably (Kasirye, n.d.) 
as cited in Hipolito (2007: 52). Children constantly use drugs to fight emotions of distress and 
loneliness. Similarly, as illustrated by the 2nd World Congress Against CSEC (2001), the 
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child’s response to this type of abuse is to seek and meet those needs in the “society and 
family” of street children and treat their own wounds with substance abuse such as glue, 
alcohol, or any other narcotic. 
 
According to Kasirye (n.d) as cited in Hipolito (2007: 52), the buying, selling and use of 
drugs is one of the major factors behind the growing demand for children to be exploited 
sexually because one facilitates the other. Given the high rate of substance abuse among child 
prostitutes the “sex for crack” is not surprising (Klain, 1999: 6). 
 
 The presence of drugs in low urban income neighborhoods has increased. This in turn leads 
to the increase of child prostitution as well. Drugs will be exchanged for sex. An example of 
this sub theme is illustrated by Klain (1999: 6) who observes that crack houses are centers for 
sex-for-drug exchanges. The pimp or dealer of the house may facilitate the process; receive 
sex in exchange for shelter. The pimp is willing to provide drugs as a way to control these 
children. These children are not only servants but sex slaves a well. 
 
As Klain (1999: 7) observes a child of 14 years of age is given food and a room to sleep and 
all the drugs the child may want in exchange for any type and amount of sex. Sexually 
exploited children have a higher risk of substance abuse, and substance abuse places these 
children at higher risk for prostitution, which makes it a double risk for children who are 
living in the streets. The researcher is of the view that children who are abusing drugs are at 
higher risk of being sexually exploited. Their drug abuse makes them vulnerable and places 
them at higher risk as prostitution victims.  
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In the following discussion the researcher discusses morality as another factor that instigate 
children to be exploited sexually or being involved in prostitution. The researcher pays 
attention to this factor hence it plays a certain role as other factors in children being sexually 
exploited for commercial reasons. 
 Morality 
According to Denisova (2001), a decline in public morality such as family violence, 
increased aggression and violence, and the growth of pornography industry promotes the 
demand of CSEC. The decline in morality, ethics, and values in society has led to an increase 
of deviant behavior.  
 
The 1st World Congress Against CSEC (1996), suggests the disintegration of values, blamed 
by some on the exchange of information between the countries of the world, together with 
social upheaval and increasing disparities in wealth has contributed in the increasing 
phenomenon of CSEC. Cultural beliefs make CSEC more prevalent. The observation is 
supported by Farid (2000) as cited in Hipolito (2007), whose research suggests the belief that 
having sexual intercourse with children is rejuvenating obviously gives a pretext to the 
demand for CSEC. These beliefs have even become institutionalized and socially accepted.  
 
Farid (2002) as cited in Hopolito (2007) also describes the adult’s belief that through sexual 
intercourse with children, magical power will be gained. Furthermore, there is an increased 
demand for sex with children because it is believed they are more likely to be AIDS free 
(Ireland, 1993: 267).  
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Shareghope (2006: 32) notes that in some Asian cultures, adults will engage in sexual 
intercourse with a child because they think that it will cure them from HIV/AIDS without 
even thinking about the consequences of infecting a child.  
 
Child trafficking is another factor which is believed to have a contributory effect on 
children’s vulnerability to prostitution. Below is a discussion of the child trafficking as a 
factor that is exposing children to prostitution. 
 Child trafficking 
The section below discusses how children find themselves in prostitution due to trafficking. 
This discussion details every aspect of trafficking in children for sexual exploitation, and how 
children find themselves in other countries selling sex. The term ‘trafficking’ covers a 
multitude of sins. It can apply to children being exploited in myriad ways, among them: 
sexual exploitation, forced labour, organs removal, forced marriage, forced conscription 
(child soldiers), and illegal adoptions through abduction or sale of children (Davis & 
Snyman, 2005: 284). While none of these categories is necessarily exclusive of others, this 
literature will deal only with trafficking of children for the purpose of sexual exploitation.  
 
“Every day in many countries of this world, children are bought and sold, transported against 
their wills and forced into lives of prostitution and pornography, slave labour and utter 
misery. The lives of these unfortunate human beings are cut short because of diseases and the 
dangers to which they are subjected. The problem is growing; it’s becoming more and more 
organized by criminals” (Robinson n.d as cited in Bezuidenhout & Joubert, 2008). 
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The next subheading delineate the extent of child trafficking for the purpose of sexual 
exploitation, it gives the exposition of how children are trafficked from one country to 
another and what consequences are being inflicted by trafficking on these children. 
 
 The extent of child trafficking in Africa  
The 2006 report on the State of the World’s Children states clearly that reliable statistics on 
trafficking in children are almost impossible. Even though there are rough estimates, accurate 
data on the trafficking of children and adults are difficult to obtain. It is difficult to provide 
exact figures, or even guesstimates, of the extent of trafficking in persons, due to the criminal 
nature thereof and the organized crime element associated with it (Langa, 2008: 1). 
 
 
 A United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) study released in April 2004 indicated that 
human trafficking takes place in about 80% of the African countries included in the study, 
with the majority of the trade occurring within Africa, 34% between Africa and Europe, and 
26% between Middle Eastern and Arab countries (Akatsa-Bukachi, 2004 as cited in Davis & 
Snyman, 2005). West and Central Africa play host to children trafficked as a result of 
traditional or cultural practices, with these children being “given” to other families and forced 
to perform duties in the homes of the receiving family (Zaney, 2004). 
 The extent of child trafficking in South Africa 
 
South Africa is faced with an equally major problem in terms of the extent of trafficking in 
persons, as it is a country of destination and of transit, and source of children. According to 
Kreston (Sapa, 2004: 282) South Africa is regarded as the main destination for trafficked 
children in Southern Africa.  
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Questions about child trafficking in Southern Africa, and more specifically South Africa, are 
not easily answered. There is limited information on certain aspects of the crime, but 
essentially people have a poor understanding of human trafficking in Southern Africa 
(Aderanti, 2005: 84). UNICEF (2005: 8) indicates that only 33% of countries in Southern and 
Eastern Africa perceive human trafficking as a problem, compared to 70% of countries in 
West and Central Africa. It also warns, however, that trafficking in persons is still a sensitive 
issue and that this can hamper efforts to obtain accurate data. The passiveness of Southern 
African government with regard to this matter could be ascribed to their limited 
understanding of human trafficking as a criminal activity and the lack of a legal framework to 
address it (Aderanti 2005: 90, 95). 
 
Langa (2008: 1) estimates that about 28,000 children are being trafficked to South African 
cities for the purpose of sexual exploitation each year. He also indicates that about 1000 
Mozambican girls and women are trafficked annually into South Africa. An organization 
called Young People indicates that about 30,000 children in South Africa are annually drawn 
into prostitution by means of human trafficking (People 2010: 16). 
 
 
Molo Songololo, a child rights organization from Cape Town, conducted a research on the 
trafficking of children within South Africa for the purposes of commercial sexual 
exploitation. The study established that South African children are predominantly trafficked 
within the borders of the country, with girl children being the primary target for sexual 
exploitation. Local gangs and syndicates forcibly recruit them to work as sex workers in 
brothels. They are sold by their family members as wives or brides to single men or recruited 
through news paper advertisements into the sex industry (Molo Songololo, 2000: 1-3). 
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The Molo Songololo study also established that children are trafficked from other countries 
to South Africa for sexual exploitation. Foreign crime syndicates that operate in both the 
country of origin and South Africa facilitate this cross-border movement. Children from 
Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and even as 
far afield as Thailand and Russia have been found in the sex trade in South Africa. Because 
the trafficking in persons is an international criminal problem with domestic implications for 
countries of origin, transit and destination it is impossible to describe the dimension of the 
problem in exact figures (Molo Songololo, 2000:1). 
 
 
In 2003 the International Organization for Migration (IOM) conducted a study on the sexual 
exploitation of women and children in Southern Africa. The IOM presumed that the 
trafficking flow in Southern Africa followed a natural migration from North to South, with 
South Africa as the major destination country in the region. This report (IOM, 2003:7), 
however, documented several different routes of trafficking from Africa, South East Asia and 
Eastern Europe. With particular reference to children, the following was established: 
 
 Orphaned and vulnerable children, both boys and girls, are recruited in Maseru, 
Lesotho, and transported to the border towns of the Eastern Free State, where they are 
held against their will and sexually abused. 
 Mozambican women, some as young as 14 years of age, are recruited and forced to 
work as sex workers or are sold as wives to mineworkers on the West Rand in 
Johannesburg. These women and girls are often recruited at market places in Maputo 
and transported by minibus taxi across the border into South Africa. 
 Sex tourists recruit Malawian children from Lake Malawi on the pretence of further 
education or employment in Europe. These children are often sold into paedophile 
rings or used for pornographic purposes. 
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 Young women and girls are recruited by Malawian businesswomen or long-distance 
truck drivers and sold as wives or to brothels in Johannesburg where they are forced 
to work as sex workers. 
 
 
It is clear that the world is faced with a problem of gigantic proportions which appears to be 
growing. In a presentation in the Nordic-Baltic Campaign Against Trafficking in Women and 
Children, this phenomenon is indicated as the fastest-growing area of international criminal 
activity and the third largest profit source for organized crime syndicates, next to drugs and 
guns (Dorum, 2003: 283). What makes the trade in humans so attractive to organized crime 
syndicates is the expandable quality of humans, as they can be resold and re-used, compared 
to other commodities such as drugs. (Sapa, 2004: 286). 
 
Children are not only trafficked for sexual exploitation but also for manual labour as 
household servants, in plantations and on construction sites. Below the researcher gives an 
overview of child prostitution as a subcategory of child labour. 
 
2.6 Child prostitution as a subcategory of child labour 
 
This section depicts how child prostitution is considered as child labour. It highlights facts 
which can be considered as child labour by child prostitution. The fact that child prostitutes 
receive wage/salary makes them consider themselves as workers. Child labour is a form of 
exploitation and victimization, and can be defined as “activities performed by the person 
under the age of 18 years that contribute to the production of a product, good, or service, 
whether that service is done for pay or not” (Mathambo, 2000: 1). 
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According to the International Labour Organisation, child labour is “work which deprives the 
child of his or her childhood and dignity, which hinders the child’s access to educational 
attainment, and which is performed under conditions that are hazardous to the child’s health 
and development” (Mathambo, 2000:1). 
 
 
It is estimated by the International Labour Organization that 250 million children between the 
ages of five and fourteen years work in developing countries and 32% in Africa alone. The 
International Labour Organisation Convention (held in June 1999) set out the following types 
of child labour that are hazardous to the health, safety and morals of children and should be 
banned, namely: the sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage, forced or compulsory 
labour (including the recruitment of children as soldiers), prostitution and the production of 
pornography, and using children for drug trafficking (Human Rights Watch, n.d: 1). 
 
In South Africa child labour is practiced in various sectors such as street trading, the taxi 
industry, and the entertainment industry as well as in modeling and the sex industry (South 
African Law Reform Commission, 2002:52). 
 
Child prostitution is not only a form of child abuse, but also a form of labour performed for 
income and often survival. Many children turn to prostitution as a means of supporting 
themselves and their families financially (Hesselink-Louw, 2001: 144-145; 38 000 child 
prostitutes in SA, 2004; Making tourism more responsible and more rewarding, 2007; 
Perschler-Desai, 2001: 7). 
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Child prostitution and the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution are regarded as 
some of the worst forms of child labour according to the International Labour Organization 
(ILO) worst forms of child labour Convention in 1999. The “child labour” is usually 
associated with sex slavery and the production of pornography or pornographic 
performances. This malpractice must be addressed as priority by the global community 
(Nicolaou & Durieux, 2005: 7, 12, 14). 
 
According to the Basic Conditions of Employment Act (Act 75 of 1997) and the Child Care 
Act (Act 74 of 1983), no person in South Africa may employ a child under the age of fifteen 
years or a child who is under the minimum school-leaving age in terms of any law, if this is 
fifteen years or older. The Basic Conditions of Employment Act further states that no person 
may employ a child for work that is inappropriate for a person of that age, or in places that 
risk the child’s well-being, his or her educational, physical or mental health as well as his or 
her spiritual, moral or social development.  
 
The penalties for contravening the above provisions may be a fine or a three year prison 
sentence (Mathambo, 2000; South African Law Review Commission, 2002; 52). 
 
2.7 Consequences and risks associated with child prostitution 
This discussion focuses on the consequences and risks experienced by child prostitutes due to 
their exposure to prostitute. Consequences such as severe violence, abuse, alcohol and drug 
abuse, abortion atc and risks such as contracting sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and 
HIV/AIDS. 
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Child prostitutes are both victims of abuse and crime committed against them, and also 
perpetrators of numerous types of crime. To illustrate this, Hesselink-Louw (2001: 238-249) 
found that child prostitutes are subjected to severe violence and abuse by the clients and 
pimps; they abuse alcohol and drugs (to endure the abuse and sexual activities they are 
involved in); they work in dangerous conditions; they are not paid for the service rendered to 
clients; they are at risk of contracting sexual transmitted diseases and HIV/Aids.  
They are exposed to pornography, psychological trauma, posttraumatic stress symptoms or 
the disorder i.e. they display inadequate eating and sleeping patterns, paranoia, depression, 
flashbacks, anxiety and nightmares, pregnancy and abortion. 
 
In addition, other research (Perschler-Desai 2001: 9, 10-12; Willis & Levy 2002: 14-17;               
Fitzgibbon 2003:82-83) indicate that child sex workers are at risk of contracting infectious 
diseases and mental illness; of abusing substances; of being poorly nourished and being 
harassed by the police. 
 
However, child sex workers are also involved in crimes, such as robbery (i.e. taking clients’ 
money and/or purses), assault (“protecting” themselves from abuse and abusive clients), 
hijacking, fraud, intimidation, and even murder (Hesselink-Louw 2001: 245-246). Hunt and 
Baird (1990) describe the agony experienced by children, as young as 5 years of age, who are 
forced to engage in a variety of sexual activities; these sexual activities include, oral, vaginal, 
and anal sex, along with sadomasochism and bestiality. Children follow these activities under 
the threat that they will be beaten and that their family members will be murdered.  
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These children are often threatened with knives, guns, poison, or fire to ensure that they are 
compliant and continue to engage in these atrocious sexual acts. The vast majority of children 
are beaten by their pimps and abused by their customers (Ives 2001). It has been estimated by 
Klain (1999: 1) that about fifty seven percent of female children were raped an average of 
thirty one times per customer. Klain (1999: 1) also makes the point that some children may 
be exposed to the killings of other children as a presumed deterrent from keeping them from 
going to authorities for help.  
 
In addition, these children stay out on the streets at all hours of the night and engage in risky 
or delinquent behavior. In all, Klain (1999: 2), remarks that children living on the streets are 
exposed to a greater danger of sexual victimization beyond exploitation through prostitution.  
some authors, (e.g. Voss, 1999; Klain,1999: 2), point toward the development of health 
problems for sexually abused and exploited children ranging from respiratory problems, 
headaches, TB, infections, wounds, sexually transmitted diseases, AIDS, and even death. 
Similarly, Voss (1999) notes that there is an increase demand for children, thinking that sex 
with children is safer, the children being seen as sexual commodities has increased the risk of 
children becoming seriously ill. 
 
It is estimated that seven thousand young people, aged 10-24 years, become infected with 
HIV. For children involved in prostitution, client resistance presents the greatest obstacle to 
practicing safer sex. Klain (1999: 4) suggests that children’s youth limits their capacity to 
manage potentially violent situations or the risk of sexually transmitted diseases. Klain (1999: 
4) also suggests that involvement in prostitution places children at a greater risk of medical 
problems and health compromising behaviors including drug abuse, risk of suicide, and 
depression. 
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Smolenski (1995: 1), comments on the horrible conditions these children must live in, for 
example, they are locked in their rooms or chained to their beds, and beaten if they balk at 
cooperating. Sometimes tragic accidents make headlines. In Thailand, for example, 
firefighters found the bodies of three fifteen year old girls still chained to their beds 
(Smolenski, 1995: 2). 
 
Their health related choices can be undermined by the immediacy of their need for food, 
shelter, and relief from drug or alcohol dependencies. Children are in more danger than adults 
because they are uninformed, vulnerable, weak, and not in a position to seek medical help. 
 
Furthermore, Kasyrie (n.d.) observes that a large percent of sexually abused children suffer 
from drug abuse. Willis and Levy (2002), comment on the abuse of several substances, such 
as, tobacco and alcohol, to inhalants incurring health risks such as overdose. The point made 
is that these substances can do permanent damage to kidneys, liver, and even cause brain 
damage. Ives (2001) notes that in semi organized/organized prostitution rings, exploiters use 
drugs to control and manipulate children. Drugs will also make a contribution to their profits. 
Exploiters will get children addicted to drugs as a way of keeping the children prostituting 
themselves in order to pay for their addiction. Some children describe crack as the new pimp, 
the addiction is encouraged as a means of gaining control over the child (Klain, 1999: 6). 
 In other words, children continue to prostitute themselves in order to pay for their addiction, 
while exploiters continue to receive monetary profits. 
 
2.8 Rehabilitation and places of safety 
This literature focuses on those factors that need to be considered when rehabilitating child 
prostitutes. In order to rehabilitate a child prostitute as a rehabilitator you need to provide 
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certain resources which the child was receiving while prostituting, this will encourage 
her/him to stay out of prostitution. 
 
Local, national and international strategies should be developed and implemented to rescue 
prostituted children. Once these children have been rescued, they need sustainable medical 
and psychological support and opportunities for schooling or vocational training. 
Programmes to rescue children and provide them with sustainable services should be assessed 
and details of successful programmes should be shared. For example, in Cambodia, 232 
children were rescued during police raids of 40 brothels. Most children returned to their 
villages, but 30 participated in a 1-year programme that provided housing, literacy training, 
vocational skills, and psychological therapy (Wills & Levy, 2002). 
 
Hesselink-Louw (2001: 272-274) maintains that it is very difficult to rehabilitate child sex 
workers. Research has shown that to get children to turn from prostitution, one need to 
provide substitutes for the money they earn from prostitution and their independence (their 
ability to make their own choices, sustain themselves financially, and choose their food, 
socialization, eating and sleeping patterns). 
 
According to Hesselink-Louw (2001: 255, 272-273), other important aspects that need to be 
addressed in order to rehabilitate child sex workers include the provision of: 
 Alcohol and drug rehabilitation 
 Food, shelter and clothing 
 Protection against pimps and clients 
 Legitimate work or employment 
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 Counseling (i.e. to address posttraumatic stress disorder and abuse) 
 Training in skills such as  life skills, communication skills, conflict-resolution skills, 
anger management and decision-making skills 
 Education (most child sex workers need to resume their education and often a 
considerable period (sometimes years) has passed since they last attended schools) 
 Medical assistance regarding their possible prior exposure to abortions, sexually 
transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS 
 Aftercare for the prostitutes’ children (research (Hesselink-Louw 2001: 255) shows 
that child sex workers often have children of their own (mostly by pimps and/or 
clients) to care for and support). 
 
To encourage children to leave prostitution, places of safety, and/or organizations working 
with or rescuing child sex workers need to be established. These facilities need to be sensitive 
to the needs and fears of children who have been subjected to physical, emotional and sexual 
exploitation, especially with regard to the children’s involvement in and exposure to sexual 
activities and substance abuse; their lack of skills and possible ill-health (i.e. presence of 
sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/Aids); their mental and psychological state, as well as 
their need not to be accepted and judged (Hesselink-Louw 2001:256-257; Neethling 2007). 
 
2.9 Conclusion 
Child prostitution is based on the notion of supply and demand. That is, if there were no 
clients (who request child sex workers or young children for sexual purposes), then there 
would be no supply (the existence of child prostitution) (Hesselink-Louw 2001: 2-4). 
Fitzgibbon (2003: 82-83) and Hesselink-Louw (2001: 2-4) maintain that children who are in 
prostitution are coerced through force, fear and drug addiction to engage in illegal 
commercial sexual activities. These researchers also ascertain that the parents of the children 
are the accomplices as they encourage their children to enter the sex trade so that these child 
victims can send home their earnings to the family, as there is no other work. 
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Fizgibbon (2003: 82) is of the view that some families even pay recruiters or traffickers to 
find “employment” for their children. Once recruited, children that resist are often brutally 
assaulted and raped (“couched”) into submission and sexually exploited. Recruiters threaten 
to turn them over to the police, or kill their family members should they try to escape. Many 
succumb to prostitution to repay debts (i.e. money spent on travel documents and 
accommodation) owed to the recruiters or traffickers, and/or because they believe there is no 
other way out. 
 
However Neethling (2007) maintains that most child prostitutes are lured into the sex 
industry by recruiters (pimps) who then control them. There are even females who act as 
negotiators, recruiters and “groomers” of the child who are sexually exploited. This term 
“groomers” is also used in another category of child victims namely paedophies. 
  
These child victims often fear being sent back to the abusive homes or circumstances that led 
them to become involved in prostitution if they go to the police, or they are afraid they will 
be deported if they come from other countries, or they will be arrested. The result is that they 
are trapped in a cycle of exploitative and illegal work (Hesselink-Louw, 2001: 223-245; 
Robinson & Purcell, 2007: 3). 
 
An international organization that fights to end child prostitution, child pornography and 
trafficking (ECPAT, 1999) reported that homeless, runaway, or abandoned children are 
frequently pushed into prostitution and actively recruited by pimps and traffickers. 
Sometimes girls are enticed or kidnapped and then forced into prostitution. In some areas of 
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developing countries, international sex tourism (travels only for the purpose of having sex) is 
a significant cause of child prostitution. Finally, in rare cases, families give their children to 
religious or tribal elders as atonement for adult wrongdoings (ECPAT, 1999). 
 
Various researchers (Perschler-Desai, 2001: 11-13; Hesselink-Louw, 2001: 247; Cooper, 
2003: 1; Bolowana, 2004: 1; Nicolaou & Duriex, 2005: 1, 23; Gounden, 2006: 1-2; 
Neethling, 2007) ascertain that there are various facilitating factors that  contribute to these 
children to becoming victims of sexual exploitation. These factors include unequal gender 
relationships (related o cultural stereotypes); economic migration; physical, emotional and 
sexual abuse; neglect; an increased demand for sex with children; the impact of HIV/AIDS; 
the use of children as “attractions” by owners and managers of bars, discotheques and 
restaurants; a lack of social support and limited recreational opportunities. 
 
Other factors related to child prostitution are susceptibility factors which expose the children 
to exploitation, these factors are as follows: dropping out of school; a lack of financial means 
to remain at school; being sold or trafficked into prostitution, the promise of a better life; a 
breakdown of traditional family structures; an unstable family environment; alcoholism and 
drug abuse by adult family members; the death of one or both parents; a family’s decision to 
place or sell a child into prostitution; jobless after a natural disaster or civil conflict; poor 
social infrastructure (Perschler-Desai, 2001: 11-13; Hessenlink-Louw, 2001: 223-247; 
Fitzgibbon, 2003: 82-83; 38 000 child prostitutes in S.A, 2004: Nicolaou & Durieux, 2005: 1, 
23; Robinson & Purcell, 2007: 1-3; Neethling, 2007; Rebirth African Life on Continent, 
2007). 
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Chapter three 
3. Theoretical framework 
3.1 Introduction  
This chapter will focus on theories explaining child prostitution by first focusing on the 
existing gaps in African theories and in theory formulation. The discussion is then followed 
by the review and evaluation of relevant theory. 
 
3.2 Existing gaps in African theories 
According to Ovens and Prisloo (2009) Criminologists in the field of criminological 
assessment and profiling are relying on European or American paradigms to form the basis of 
their findings and conclusions. While with merit and often with creative manipulation of 
existing theory, they still find it difficult to explain the causes of crime from an African 
perspective. African criminological theories are based upon a Western perspective and 
explain the phenomenon of crime and criminality from a Western, first-world perspective. 
Little attention has been paid to the development of African theories and the lack of African 
based criminological perspectives is a serious drawback. This has a limiting effect on 
criminological research in South Africa. If it can be acknowledged that culture may largely 
control the way in which we think or function, it is important to study the effect of culture 
and tradition on behaviour (Willis, Evans & LaGrange, 1999: 227). Despite the increase over 
the last decade in research, information from an African criminological perspective still 
remains scarce (Bischoff, 1995:15). 
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Oven and Prisloo (2009) maintain that when developing African criminological theories, 
academics need to consider and avoid mistakes of generalisation and attempts to explain and 
examine a phenomenon from a western perspective or “looking glass.” An understanding of 
African epistemology should form the foundation for the interpretation of criminality in 
African societies. Oven and Prisloo (2009) also state that this African paradigm should 
provide for flexibility, allowing for development, and a flux of change influenced by time and 
the cultural setting within society. Accepted paradigms should be explored and build upon by 
social scientists. However issues such as ethnicity and plurality of cultures complicate the 
development of criminological explanations of crime. Cultural orientation, which further 
influences social dynamics, should also be taken into consideration. (Ovens & Prinsloo, 
2009). When the researcher reviewed literature for the purpose of this study, he encountered 
the same shortcomings and limitations in finding an appropriate criminological theory. 
 
 
When analysing research done on sexual abuse against children in South Africa, it becomes 
clear that mainly disciplines such as psychology, medicine and social work are the ones that 
have had a major input (Cole, 1994: 2). Because of the need for criminological research and 
the dark figures surrounding child prostitution, a study such as the one undertaken here is a 
necessity. Curiosity has always formed part of society’s humanness and through research; 
humans can develop upon this need for further knowledge (Grobbelaar, 1994: 80). 
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3.3 Theory formation 
 
 In the past research implied the studying of facts through observation. This method was 
simple and all attained knowledge led to greater challenges. The subject worthy of research 
was identified and the research possessed full reign on how to detect the “truth” behind the 
problem. Theory in turn, helps formulate the research into a human activity, aimed at 
consciously and deliberately understanding a specific phenomenon (Grobbelaar, 1994: 82). 
 
When research focuses on the experiences of a human being and the effects of these 
experiences, a phenomenological approach is evident (Grobbelaar, 1994: 83). The causes of 
these experiences range from being biological in nature to external environmental influences 
(Williams & McShane, 1994: 61). However, it is the theories which explain the effects of the 
experiences in question that are of importance. Personality theories such as Freud’s 
psychoanalytical theory as well as social theories are often used as one explanation of the 
effects of trauma in sexual abuse. However, there is no generally accepted theory explaining 
negative adult-child interaction, where the adult is the cause of the negative experience and 
the child, the recipient and enactment of the effects. This limitation of theory constitutes a 
void in the explanation and understanding of the child’s subsequent response to the abuse 
(Meyer, Moore & Viljoen, 1993:12 as cited in Scott, 2006:13). 
 
 After reviewing literature in books and journals the researcher came to the same conclusion 
regarding the lack of theory that explaining child and youth prostitution. 
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3.4 Theoretical overview of prostitution 
 
Over the past 150 years, possible explanations for women’s entry into prostitution have 
become evident (Potterat, 1988: 239). Prostitution and the causes thereof, have received 
attention mostly from social scientists, and consequently numerous theoretical expositions 
have been provided by criminologists, psychologists and sociologists. As in the case of 
research on child prostitution, theories and assumptions that focus on prostitution and child 
prostitution are not discussed in detail as they only form the basis for explaining some of the 
assumptions underlying child prostitution (Hesselink-Low, 2001: 52). The discussion of these 
theories and assumptions should be viewed in the light of the completed research so as to 
highlight the diversity in explaining child prostitution. 
 
 Scott (2006: 64) also ascertains that within the social sciences, it is not always possible to 
find one single theory which incorporates all the necessary requirements for explaining a 
manifestation of child prostitution. Based on Hesselink-Louw and Scott’s conclusions, for the 
purpose of this study since there are no theories that explain child prostitution the researcher 
used different theories in trying to explain the manifestation of the child prostitution 
phenomena. Since the researcher view these children as victims who are sexually exploited 
and not criminals, the researcher also included a victimological theory. The theories that the 
researcher used are: psychosocial theory, social control theory, differential association, 
containment theory and routine activity. The rationale for using these theories is that it is not 
possible to find a single theory that best explain the occurrence of a particular phenomenon 
the combination of theories therefore helps in filling in the shortcomings left by another 
theory. Following next is a discussion of these theories and their relevance to the study. 
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3.4.1 The psychosocial theory by Erik Erikson 
The psychosocial theory was developed by Erik Erikson. His major contribution to the theory 
of personality lies in his identification of the eight phases of human development, which 
encompass the entire lifespan of a human being. He refers especially to the concepts of 
“identity” and “identity crisis” during adolescence, and the importance of these concepts in 
explaining the development of criminal tendencies (Stevens & Cloete, 1993: 33). 
 
Erikson points out that a crisis may arise in each of the different phases of development 
because of the needs, expectations and choices to be made during each phase. He refers 
especially to the adolescence phase, when an identity crisis may occur. Erikson includes 
puberty in this stage (12 to 18 and even 25 years of age). He sees this stage as very important, 
because the individual is no longer a child, yet is also not quite an adult. The young person is 
confronted by various social demands and numerous changes of identity take place in order to 
face the challenges of adulthood. 
 
The consequences may be that he or she develops a negative identity. When individuals lose 
their sense of identity, they express it in hostility towards the role which their families and 
others in their environment would like them to play. The negative identities they then choose 
are those which, in a distorted way, are based on all the identities and roles which they regard 
as the most dangerous and undesirable. A negative group identity is also often found among 
young people in large cities where various factors provide a poor basis for the development 
of a positive identity. Thus they may become members of a gang (Stevens & Cloete, 1996: 
34). 
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Erikson has identified mainly five areas where problems in an adolescent’s life may indicate 
that there is an identity crisis and which may contribute to one or other form of criminal 
behavior, these five areas are discussed below. 
 Problem with the choice of an occupation 
In order to make a wise choice of occupation, young people need to be certain of their own 
identities and to know where they can fit in and make a meaningful contribution. Uncertainty 
about a choice of occupation frequently reflects a more fundamental indecisiveness about 
personal identity. This indecisiveness can make them receptive to negative influences and 
draw them into gangs of juvenile delinquency. 
 Conflict with parents 
Parents often attempt to curb their children’s independence. When the children reach 
adolescence, there may be conflict if they feel that their parents do not recognize them as 
individuals. The conflict between parents and children can only be resolved if adolescents 
develop independent identities, which often demands that parents should relax their rigid 
control voluntarily. 
A certain degree of rebellion towards parental authority and values is sometimes necessary to 
enable young people to develop self-confidence. When they are unable to resolve conflicts 
with their parents, adolescents may react by resisting all the parental standards and 
expectations. They may reject the values of society itself and come into conflict with the law. 
 Peer group membership 
In western culture, peer group pressure features very prominently during adolescence. The 
influence of these groups on the values and attitudes of adolescents is often greater than that 
of parents, the school, religious institutions or indeed any other social influence. Erikson 
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views the cliquishness and uniformity of dress and gestures in peer groups as defence 
mechanisms against identity confusion. Membership of the clique, peer group or gang gives 
the adolescent a feeling of stability and security. 
 
The dress, hair styles and music cultivated by the gang or peer group symbolise their 
“otherness” in relation to their parents and the entire adult world. Membership of the peer 
group also means that the adolescent is exposed to new and divergent ideologies - political, 
social, economic and religious. 
 
Erikson believes that adolescent groups are fascinated by strange ideologies and alternative 
lifestyles precisely because they are seeking an identity. Should this search result in their 
adopting negative identity and joining criminal gangs, the consequences are likely to be 
detrimental for them. 
 Romantic attachments 
Through romantic attachments, adolescents can come to terms with their uncertainty about 
their own identity. These relationships make it possible for them to express their most 
intimate feelings, while also learning to manage a new situation. According to Erikson 
individuals must know who they are and what they want to become before they can enter into 
a permanent relationship involving responsibilities, such as marriage. The inability to handle 
such relationships may explain phenomena such as family violence. 
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 Abuse of alcohol and other drugs 
There is no simple explanation for the abuse of narcotics. Juveniles may have many different 
motives for abusing drugs - ranging from curiosity, the search for excitement, peer group 
pressure, the desire to escape from emotional and social pressure and rebellion against 
authority, to more philosophical motives such as craving for self-knowledge. Using drugs can 
temporarily relieve the emotional tension that accompanies the identity crisis. 
 
When adolescents are undecided about an occupation, in conflict with their parents, or caught 
up in fragile romantic attachments, they could see drugs as a temporary escape from tension. 
Peer groups may also be pressurizing them to take drugs. Only a strong and stable ego 
identity will make it possible to resist these pressures. 
 
3.4.2 The relevance of psycosocial theory in explaining the demographical 
background of children and youth and their luring process to prostitution 
In the following discussion a researcher will use the term ‘children and youth’ and 
‘adolescents’ interchangeable. 
During the adolescence phase identity crisis may occurs. Most of the respondents for the 
study are adolescents falling between the ages of 12 years to 20 years. This stage is very 
important because the individual is no longer a child, yet also not quite an adult. These 
adolescents are being confronted by various social demands and numerious changes of 
identity that are taking place in order for them to face the challenges of adulthood. 
86 
 
The researcher is of the opinion that most of the children and youth in prostitution have lost 
their sense of identity; they express it in hostility towards the role which their families and 
others in the environment would like them to play. They have acquired negative identities, in 
a distorted way, which are based on all the identities and roles which they regard as the most 
dangerous and undesirable, for example when selling sex do not use a condom, taking all 
sorts of drugs, and drinking regularly. Since these children have been lured into bigger cities 
such as Johanesburg and Pretoria various factors provide a poor basis for the development of 
a positive identity. 
 
Erikson has identified mainly five areas where problems in an adolescent’s life may indicate 
that there is an identity crisis and which may contribute to one or other form of deviant 
behavior. The researcher will only discuss three areas which are applicable to the study. 
 Problem with the choice of an occupation 
Most children and youth are not certain about their own identities and where they can fit in 
and make a meaningful contribution. Uncertainty about a choice of occupation frequently 
reflects a more fundamental indecisiveness about personal identity. This indicisiveness make 
them receptive to the negative influences of pimps who falsely promise them legitimate 
paying employment or falsely promise them they will be employed overseas in rastaurants, 
coffee shops, or being a secretary and draw them into the world of prostitution. 
 Peer group membership 
The researcher is of the opinion that children and youth are subjected to peer group pressure 
since peer group pressure features very prominently during adolescence. The influences of 
these peer groups on the values and attitudes of children and youth are often greater than that 
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of parents, the school, religious institution or any other social influence. Children and youth 
can be influenced into the world of prostitution by their peer groups/ friends whom play a 
bigger role in their lives. 
 
The researcher is of the view that the cliquishness and uniformity of dress and gestures in 
peer groups involved in prostitution as defence mechanisms against identity confusion. 
Membership of the clique and/or peer group gives the children a feeling of stability and 
security. The dress, hair styles, tattoos and facial make up cultivated by the peer group, 
symbolize their “otherness” in relation to their parents and the entire adult world. 
Membership of the group also means that the children and youth are exposed to new and 
divergent ideologies - political, social, economic and religious. Adolescent groups are 
fascinated by strange ideologies and alternative lifestyles precisely because they are seeking 
an identity. Should this search result in their adopting negative identity and joining 
prostitution, the consequences are likely to be detrimental for them. 
 Abuse of alcohol and other drugs 
Children and youth have many different motives for abusing drugs ranging from peer group 
pressure, the desire to escape from emotional and social pressure and rebellion against 
authority. When adolescents are undecided about an occupation, in conflict with their parents, 
or caught up in fragile romantic attachments, they could see drugs as a temporary escape 
from tension. Peer groups may also pressurize them into taking drugs. Only a strong and 
stable ego identity will make it possible to resist these pressures. 
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 3.4.3 Edwin Sutherland’s differential association theory  
Social learning theories believe that crime is a result of learning the norms, values and 
behaviors associated with criminal activity. Social learning can involve the actual techniques 
of crime (e.g. how to handle a firearm or roll a joint), as well as the psychological aspects of 
criminality (how to deal with the guilt and shame associated with crime). Social learning 
theories see lawbreaking socialization as occurring through a process by which young 
offenders are taught that criminal behavior is acceptable and perhaps even more desirable 
than (law-abiding) behavior (Siegel, 2001: 228). 
 
One of the most prominent social learning theories is Sutherland’s differential association 
theory, first mooted in 1939 and finalized in 1947. Sutherland describes criminal behavior as 
normal learned behavior (in the same manner as learning to write or to read). It involves the 
learning of deviant ideas and beliefs in the process of associating with other people. Criminal 
behavior is a product of such ideas and beliefs (Carrabine, 2004: 56). 
 
People actively learn criminal ways as they interact with other individuals who serve as 
teachers and guides to crime - thus criminality cannot occur without the aid of others. 
Therefore, learning criminal behavior occurs within intimate personal groups of significant 
others. Intimate social companions such as the family, friends and peers have the greatest 
influence on a person’s conduct and attitude development. For example, children who grow 
up in homes where parents abuse alcohol are more likely to view drinking as socially 
acceptable. 
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Learning criminal behavior includes learning the techniques of committing crime (e.g. young 
offenders learn from their associates how to train surf, shoplift or obtain   drugs). They also 
learn the accepted terminology for their acts and their violations of the law are approved. For 
example, a child who is in prostitution can learn how to entice the clients and how to use 
different form of sexual stimulations on the clients.   
 
3.4.3.1 Nine propositions of the differential association theory 
 Criminal behavior is learned. 
 Criminal behaviour is learned in interaction with other persons in a process of 
communication. 
 The principal part of the learning of criminal behaviour occurs within intimate 
personal group. 
 When criminal behavior is learned, the learning includes (a) techniques of committing 
the crime, which are sometimes very complicated, sometimes very simple; (b) the 
specific direction of motives, drives, rationalizations, and attitudes. 
 The specific direction of motives and drives is learned from definitions of the legal 
codes as favorable or unfavourable. 
 A person becomes delinquent because of an excess of definitions favourable to 
violation of law over definitions unfavourable to violation of law. 
 Differential associations may vary in frequency, duration, priority, and intensity. 
 The process of learning criminal behaviour by association with criminal and criminal 
patterns involves all of the mechanisms that are involved in any other learning. 
 While criminal behavior is an expression of general needs and values, it is not 
explained by those general needs and values, since noncriminal behavior is an 
expression of the same needs and values. 
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3.4.4 Relevance of differential association theory in explaining the luring 
process of children into prostitution 
The researcher is of the opinion that prostitution is a result of learning the norms, values and 
behaviours associated with the prostitution activities within the industry. The social learning 
of prostitution can involve techniques such as how to entice clients,  how to use different 
forms of sexual stimulation to please the clients and the learning of psychological aspects of 
how to deal with the guilt and shame associated with the act of prostituting either by using 
drugs or alcohol. 
 
Researcher maintains that children learn the prostituting ways or tactics as they interact with 
other individuals who are in the prostituting industry who serve as teachers and guides to 
prostitution thus prostitution learning is more likely to occur with the aid of others as 
Sutherland will put it “learning cannot occur without the aid of others”. Therefore learning 
prostitution behavior occurs within intimate social companions such as family member, 
relatives, friends and peers who happen to be in the industry for some time and has an 
intimate relation with the child and has the greatest influence on child’s attitude development. 
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The researcher used the nine proposition of the theory to elaborate 
further the luring process of children into prostitution 
Aspects of Sutherland’s theory 
(nine proposition) 
Relevance to child prostitution 
 Criminal behavior is learned  This means that criminal behavior 
or any other behavior is not 
inherited but learned. 
 The researcher maintains that 
children’s behavior and influences 
are shaped by other individuals 
they associate with. This literally 
means if the children associate 
themselves with the people who are 
in the prostituting industry they can 
learn the prostituting behavior or 
they can learn to become 
prostitutes, hence that individual 
can teach them the tricks, 
techniques, and risk taking of the 
industry. 
 Criminal behavior is learned in an 
interaction with other persons in a 
process of communication 
 The more the children interact with 
the people who are in the 
prostitution industry and if those 
people during their interaction 
encourage the child to prostitution, 
there is a possibility of that child 
succumbing to prostitution. 
 The principal part of the learning 
of criminal beahviour occurs 
within intimate personal groups 
 Children’s behavior is primarly 
influenced by their family, since 
that is the first group interaction 
they receive, additionally children’s 
behavior is also influenced by their 
peer groups and through their 
intimate relationship with other 
individuals. 
 If within the family there is a 
member who is in prostitution, a 
child can easily learn the 
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prostitution behavior and 
internalize it as a correct way or 
behavior to survive. The same 
applies if most of the intimate 
friends of a child are in prostitution, 
the child can be easily influenced to 
join the industry. “it is seldom that 
people do not do what your friends 
are doing”  
 When criminal behavior is learned, 
the learning includes (a) 
techniques of committing the 
crime, which are sometimes very 
complicated, sometimes very 
simple (b) the specific direction of 
motives, drives, rationalization and 
attitudes 
 When children learn prostitution, 
they learn the techniques of 
prostituting such as what to wear 
when prostituting, where to stand, 
how to entice clients, how to use 
different forms of sexual 
stimulations to please the client, 
how to protect themselves from 
violent and abusive clients and 
what to do when apprehended by 
the police. 
  Secondly they learn specific 
motives and drives of why they are 
doing what they are doing. They 
learn to rationalize their behavior of 
prostituting by factors that pushed 
them into prostitution such as 
poverty, unemployment of parents, 
no family income, abused by 
foster/step parents as well as 
escaping abusive families etc. 
 A person becomes delinquent 
because of an excess of definitions 
favourable to violation of law over 
the definitions unfavourable to 
violation of law 
 If a child is associating herself with 
more members of a group who 
favour deviance (prostitution), she 
will be more inclined to act 
deviantly.  
 The process of learning criminal 
behavior by association with 
criminals and criminal patterns 
involves all the mechanisms that 
are involved in any other learning 
 Accordingly this means that 
prostitution, like any other learned 
behavior, is not only learned 
through association with prostitutes 
but through assorted methods such 
as observing individuals of which 
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3.4.4.1 Summary of the differential association theory as relevant to the 
luring process of children into prostitution 
Children learn prostitution by associating themselves with an intimate individual who 
happens to be in the prostitution industry such as family members, relatives, friends and peers 
by interacting with them through communication. They learn two basic things: the techniques 
of prostituting and the definitions of values, motives, drives, rationalization and attitudes that 
are involved in prostitution. 
 Differential associations may vary 
in frequency, duration, priority and 
intensity 
 Learning prostitution may vary in 
frequency i.e for how long and 
often has the child been learning 
the acts of prostitution for her to 
implement them 
 While criminal behavior is an 
expression of general needs and 
values, it is not explained by those 
general needs and values, since 
noncriminal behavior is an 
expression of the same needs and 
values 
 The researcher is of the opinion that 
even those children in prostitution, 
who rationalize their prostituting 
behavior as trying to fulfill basic 
needs, are not above reproach. 
Children who are not in prostitution 
are subjected to obtain the same 
general needs as child prostitutes 
and do so in a non prostituting 
fashion. 
 The specific direction of motives 
and drives is learned from 
definitions of legal codes as 
favorable or unfavorable.  
Children learn definitions of legal codes as 
favorable and unforvorable, if they learn 
more unforvorable legal definition of codes 
they may succumb to deviace behavior i.e 
prostitution. 
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support such behavior of prostituting. The techniques may be thought of as the “hows,” or the 
content of an act, and the definitions as the “whys” or the reasons for doing it. 
 
3.4.5 Walter Reckless’s containment theory 
Walter Reckless (1899-1988) has departed from the Chicago tradition by reasoning that 
criminogenic forces as such do not adequately explain crime, instead, Reckless proposed 
containment theory, an early variation of control theory, as an alternative. Containment 
theory is a very broad perspective that provides a general framework for the control 
perspective, while incorporating elements of other approaches. Reckless identified three 
categories of criminogenic forces, items that he termed social pressures (e.g., poverty), social 
pushes (e.g feelings of inferiority), and social pulls (e.g., bad company). Unfortunately, these 
criminogenic influences were not explicitly defined, but were characterized only by a way of 
example. Reckless and other control theorists conceded that social forces may propel people 
toward deviance, but maintained that the important issue is not the nature of the criminogenic 
forces, but why some persons, though not others, are constrained by their social environment 
(Brown; Esbensen; & Geis, 2001: 344). 
 
Criminogenic forces, according to Reckless, may be contained or controlled by two 
mechanisms: outer and inner containments. Outer containments are controls external to the 
individual that take the form of social sanctions. They may be informal, such as shaming and 
ostracism, or the formal sanctions of a legal system. Therefore inner containments refer to 
self-control, which is similar to the concept of the conscience and is facilitated by a strong 
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self-concept and similar individual strengths. Reckless felt that inner containments, especially 
self-concept, were of primary importance (Brown et al, 2001: 345). 
 
3.4.6 The relevance of the containment theory in explaining the luring 
process of children into prostitution 
Reckless identified three categories of criminogenic forces, items that he termed social 
pressure, social pushes and social pulls. The researcher is of the opinion that social forces 
(pressures) with other factors play a role in propelling children to be involved into the 
prostitution industry. These social forces (pressure) are poverty, unemployment, parents died 
of AIDS and left their children orphans and the eldest sister have to take care of her siblings, 
poor living condition, illiteracy, no family income etc. Children living under these conditions 
fall vulnerable and can become victim of sexual exploitation or are exploited sexually with 
the aim of wanting to alleviate a poverty situation at home. Sometimes social pulls such as 
money, successful life, beautiful merchandise, bad company of peers etc pulls children into 
prostitution. 
 
If a child is associating herself with bad company of friends who happen to be in prostitution, 
that child can be pulled into prostitution by friends. The researcher is of the opinion that if all 
these criminogenic forces are not contained or controlled by outer or inner containment, 
children run a greater risk to be lured into prostitution. 
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3.4.7 Hirschi’s social control theory 
Travis Hirschi’s social bond theory looks at why people do not commit crime than why 
individuals perpetrate criminal acts. According to Hirschi, we should assume that all 
individuals in society are potential criminals and we need to explain why some people fail to 
commit deviant or criminal acts (Scott, 2006: 59). Hirschi proposes that the answer lies in the 
individual’s social bonds, those ties the individual possesses to parents, peers and important 
social institutions. When these bonds are strong, individuals fear that criminal behavior will 
threaten their relative position with significant others while, conversely those who engage in 
delinquency are free of any intimate attachments, aspirations and moral beliefs that may bind 
them to a conventional way of life (Scott, 2006: 59). Individual social bonds are thus the 
source of the social control of the individual that prevents crime, and as rational beings, 
people make decisions according to the costs and benefits of conformity or nonconformity. 
 
3.4.8 The relevance of the theoretical explanation of Hirschi’s theory in the 
luring process of children as well as the resuccumbing of children to 
prostitution 
The researcher used Travis Hirschi’s social control theory in trying to explain the 
involvement of children in prostitution and their resuccumbing to prostitution after being 
rescued. 
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The researcher is of the opinion that all children and youth in our societies are potential 
prostitutes and we need to explain why some children fail to engage in prostitution. The 
answer lies in the children’s social bonds, bonds that ties the child to parents, peer and 
important social institutions such as school and NGO shelters.  
 
When these bonds are strong, children will fear that being a prostitute or that prostituting will 
threaten their relative position with significant others. While, conversely those who engage in 
prostitution are free of any intimate attachments, aspirations and moral beliefs that may bind 
them to a conventional way of life. Hirschi is of the opinion that an individuals social bonds 
are thus the source of the control of the individual that prevent crime, and as rational beings, 
individuals make decisions according to the costs and benefits of conformity or 
nonconformity. 
 
Hirschi specified four interrelated elements pertaining to these social bonds as being, 
attachment, commitment, involvement and belief. The researcher has used these social 
elements to the study for explaining the luring process and resuccumbing of children and 
youth to prostitution. 
Hirschi’s social bonds elements Their relevance to the luring process and 
resuccumbing to prostitution 
 Attachment  
Attachment is viewed as the most important 
element of the bond and refers to the 
individual’s sensitivity to the opinions of 
others (Scott, 2006: 60). 
 The researcher is of the opinion that 
lack of strong attachment or poor 
and/or no attachment of children to 
the significant others i.e. parents, 
friends or to institutions such as 
school, NGOs can promote deviance 
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 Hirschi is of the opinion that the strength of 
the attachment, or ties, one has to the 
significant other i.e. parents, friends, role 
models ect or to institutions such as schools, 
clubs, can inhibit deviance. This means that 
attachment is important for creating 
conformity. If a person does not care about the 
wishes, opinions or expectations of others, 
then it can be presumed that the individual will 
not be bound by the prescribed norms and is 
free to deviate from the laws of society. 
Therefore attachment to others facilitates the 
internalization of the norms of society and the 
development of a conscience (Brown, 
Esbensen & Geis, 1996:310 as cited in Scott, 
2006:61). 
or prostitution. This means that 
attachment is important for creating 
conformity. If the child is not 
strongly attached or her social bond 
is weak within the home or NGOs 
shelter that child can resuccumb 
after being rescued. 
 Commitment  
 Hirschi refers to the second element of the 
bond, commitment, as being the rational 
contemplation of the consequences of one’s 
actions before acting (Scott, 2006:61). 
Conformity is thus encouraged by fear of 
losing what you have or what you expect to 
acquire. The more ambitious a person is, the 
less likely the individual will be to commit a 
criminal offense. Hirschi characterized 
commitment as “common sense” because an 
individual will realize that binding by social 
rules helps to maintain and advance one’s 
status in the society (Scott, 2006: 61). 
consequently time, energy, money and 
emotions will be invested in pursuing a 
 If children have a fear of losing 
what they have acquired, they tend  
to contemplate about the 
consequences of their behavour 
before acting and if children have 
nothing to lose they act in a 
irrational way either involving 
themselves in  drugs, alcohol or any 
other behavour. 
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specific activity and the consideration to 
become involved in crime will be evaluated by 
the risk of losing acquired prospects (Scott, 
2006:61). 
 Involvement 
Involvement is described as the opportunity 
element of the bond. This premise postulate 
that an individual engrossed in conventional 
activities will simply not have time to 
participate in criminal or deviant activities. 
Thus, participation in clubs, recreational 
activities, and other extracurricular activities 
serves to increase levels of conformity (Scott, 
2006:61). 
 Children who are not involved in 
any conventional activities or 
participating in clubs, recreational 
activities and/or other 
extracurricular activities run a risk 
of being exploited because they do 
nothing. Therefore participating in 
all conventional activities might 
reduce the involvement of deviance. 
If the child is rescued from 
prostitution and within the NGOs 
shelter there are not recreational 
activities or something that will 
keep these children busy, they might 
resuccumb because of boredom. 
 Belief  
The fourth bond, belief, refers to the extent to 
which juveniles has a commitment to the 
moral values of conventional society (Scott, 
2006:61). Thus all individuals are socialized 
into a common set of beliefs and the stronger 
the person’s belief in the conventional order, 
the less likely they are to offend. Belief 
constitutes the acknowledgement of society’s 
rules as being fair. That is, one has a respect 
for these rules and norms and feels a moral 
obligation to obey them. The critical 
component here is a respect for the common 
 The more children strongly believe 
in the conventional order, the less 
likely they become involve in 
prostitution. If children believed that 
the societies rules or NGO shelter’s 
rules as being unfair they may resort 
to non-conforming behavior. If the 
norms and values of the society are 
not well transferred to the child, the 
child will lack respect for these rules 
and norms and feel no moral 
obligation of obeying them. 
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value system. In a sense, the more one 
believes in “behaving properly”, the more 
likely one is to be conforming (Brown, 
Esbensen & Geis, 1996:311 as cited in Scott, 
2006:61) 
 
 
3.4.8.1 Summary of the social control theory pertaining to the luring 
process and the resuccumbing of children and youth to prostitution 
 
The researcher is of the opinion that prostitution impulses are controlled by social bonds or 
ties with others who are law abiding, this manifests itself in links between the individual and 
the family, school, NGOs and peers, thereby constituting the social bonds that are of prime 
importance. It is in these bonds that the child finds that affection, conformity and 
involvement in conventional activities and normative beliefs, steer the child onto the path of 
conformity. 
 
This means that children who are in prostitution their prostitution impulses are not controlled 
by social bonds or ties with others who are law abiding. It is therefore within these bonds that 
the child who is in prostitution do not finds that affection is not conforming as well as not 
involved in conventional activities and normative beliefs, that is why they are steered onto 
the path of non-conformity. 
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3.4.9 Routine activities theory by Cohen and Felson 
According to Cohen and Felson (1979: 588), the focus of the routine activities approach is 
not to explain why certain individuals are prone to committing crime, but how the spatial-
temporal organizing of social activities contributes to the translation of criminal propensities 
into criminal actions. These activities, also called routine activities, are described by Cohen 
and Felson (1979: 92) as “any recurrent and prevalent activities which provide for basic 
population and individual needs, whatever their biological or cultural origins”. This includes 
formalized work, the provision of food and shelter, the gratification of sexual needs, leisure, 
social interaction and learning as well as child rearing. 
 
Routine activities and specifically changes in activity patterns often create the opportunity for 
crime or increase the risk of direct-contact predatory violations (involving direct physical 
contact between at least one offender and at least one person or object which that offender 
attempts to take or damage (Cohen & Felson, 1979: 589), because it brings together three 
elements, namely a motivated offender, a suitable target and the absence of a capable 
guardian at a given place and time. 
 
According to Cohen and Felson (1979: 589), the absence of any one of these three elements 
will result in the failure to commit or successfully complete direct-contact predatory crimes. 
The presence of these components does not guarantee that a crime will be committed; they 
only increase the likelihood that it may occur. 
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 Motivated offender 
Cohen and Land (1987: 43-45) emphasise that existing criminology theories, for example 
those of Merton, Cohen, Cloward and Ohlin, Sutherland, Hirschi as well as Sellin and 
Wolfgang, offer explanations for criminal behavior. Aspects that motivate individuals to 
commit crime are also addressed in these theories, with the result that the motivated offender 
is accepted as a given in the routine activities approach. 
 Suitable Target 
According to Cohen and Candor (1980: 143) Four components contribute to the fact that a 
criminal regards a target as suitable, namely the value, physical visibility, accessibility and 
“inertia” (or in other words the ease with which the target can be acquired). Felson and 
Cohen (1980: 393) maintain that the financial and symbolic value of a target influences the 
desirability thereof, while visibility is related to perceivability or the risk to be observed by 
potential criminals. 
 
Cohen and Condor (1980: 143) further postulate that accessibility implies the attainability 
and ease with which the criminal can approach a target without attracting attention. They are 
also of the view that effortlessness refers to the ease with which a target can be acquired. Any 
factor that obstructs the offender from acquiring the target (a person or property) is included 
here. The mass of moveable property as well as the victim’s ability to offer violent resistance 
is, for example, considered. 
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Felson and Cohen (1980: 393-394) are of the opinion that routine activities have a significant 
effect on the suitability of a target. The reason for this is that a routine pattern of behavior 
may increase the possibility that individuals converge in visible and accessible places at a 
specific time. 
 Absence of a capable guardian (protection) 
Felson and Cohen (1980: 392) describe protection as “any spatial-temporally specific 
supervision of people or property by other people, which may prevent criminal violations 
from occurring”. Any person who is able to prevent a crime as a result of his or her presence 
or direct actions can therefore be described as a guardian (protector).  
 
According to the routine activities theory, the volume of offences is linked to the nature of 
the everyday patterns of social interaction. Should these patterns change, the number of 
crimes also changes. Cohen and Felson (1979: 592) also refer to the so called crime “hot 
spots”. Because individuals such as teenage males, drug users and unemployed adults often 
congregate in specific areas (usually inner-city areas), fewer people visit these areas at certain 
times. As a result, the absence of guardianship increases and offenders identify even more 
individuals as suitable victims (Williams & McShane, 1999: 223). People that have to stay in 
these areas often have had a high victimization rate. 
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3.4.10 The relevance of routine activities approach in explaining the impact 
of prostitution life on the child 
 
The researcher used the three elements of the routine activities approach to explain the impact 
of prostitution. The researcher decided to use these elements because they are relevant and 
can be well integrated in trying to explain the impact of prostitution. 
 Motivated offenders 
 
The motivated offender is someone who exploit a child sexually or someone who deals sells 
or gains by selling a child into prostitution. A motivated offender could be a pimp, criminal 
syndicate or a parent(s) and/or a guardian of a child who would sell or encourage the child 
into prostitution. These offenders might be motivated by various factors to exploit the child. 
A pimp for example might take advantage of a vulnerable child who lost her parents, living 
under poor condition (poverty) and who comes from rural areas or squatter camps who has no 
formal education, and has a low self esteem. Some criminal syndicate who are dealing with 
selling children/trafficking children for the purpose of prostitution might be motivated by the 
money and the fact that most clients prefer young girls for sexual purposes. 
 Suitable targets 
Vulnerable children are often viewed as suitable targets for sexual exploitation and abuse by 
pimps and clients. Due to their physical visibility (inability to defend themselves) they are 
often subjected to physical, sexual, emotional and verbal abuse by people who regard them as 
targets to victimize. Their lack of financial and symbolic value influences the desirability of 
being targets for sexual exploitation. Because they are regarded as suitable targets they do all 
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sorts of things the clients/pimps want them to do for example being a sex slave or perform 
any sexual stimulating activities without paid rather being tormented.  
 Absence of a capable guardian (protection) 
If there is no specific supervision of people for children which may prevent children from 
being sexually exploited, it means there is an absence of guardianship. The presence of a 
capable guardian tends to reduce the likelihood of children being exploited sexually. Any 
person who is able to prevent child sexual exploitation as a result of his/her presence or direct 
actions can therefore be described as a guardian (protector). 
 
Lack or absence of any spatial - temporary specific supervision of people such as family 
members or relatives may provide the opportunity for criminal syndicates/pimps to take 
advantage of exploiting children for sexual purposes. If any person (i.e. family member, 
parents, relatives or guardian) predisposes or sells or pushes the child to prostitution or on 
his/her presence allows the exploitation of a child is regrdeed as incapable guardian 
(protector). 
 
Cohen and Felson (1979: 592) refer to the so called crime “hot spots”. Because individuals 
such as teenage girls who happens to be drug and alcohol users often congregate in specific 
areas (usually inner-city areas), fewer people visit these areas at certain times. As a result, the 
absence of guardianship increases and pimps and/or criminal syndicates who are dealing with 
selling and buying teenage girls for prostitution have an opportunity of luring these children 
into prostitution by either giving them drugs or promising them a good life and/or kidnapping 
them.  
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3.4.11 Conclusion 
Children learn prostitution by associating themselves with intimate individuals who happen 
to be in the prostitution industry such as family members, relatives, friends and peers by 
interacting with them through communication. They learn two basic things: the techniques of 
prostituting and the definitions of values, motives, drives, rationalization and attitudes that 
support such behavior as prostituting. The techniques may be thought of as “hows,” or the 
content of an act, and the definitions as the “whys” or the reasons for doing it. 
 
If a child is associating herself with bad company of friends who happen to be in prostitution, 
that child can be pulled into prostitution by friends. The researcher is of the opinion that if all 
these criminogenic forces are not contained or controlled by outer or inner containment, 
children run a greater risk to be lured into prostitution. 
 
The researcher is also of the opinion that all children and youth in our societies are potential 
prostitutes and we need to explain why some children fail to engage in prostitution. The 
answer lies in the children’s social bonds, those ties the child to parents, peer and important 
social institutions such as school and NGO shelters. When these bonds are strong, 
children will fear that being a prostitute or prostituting threaten their relative position with 
significant others. Conversely those who engage in prostitution are free of any intimate 
attachments, aspirations and moral beliefs that may bind them to a conventional ways of life. 
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Chapter four 
4. Research methodology 
4.1 Introduction 
 This chapter gives an exposition of the research design, methodological procedures and 
techniques used in this research as well as the description of procedures used in the gathering 
of respondent’s data and the techniques used for the analysis of the data. 
 
4.2 Research methodology 
In criminological sciences there are three typical studies that are most useful namely: 
exploratory, descriptive, and explanatory research, depending on whether the principal goal is 
to explore, describe, or explain a certain phenomenon (Mounton & Marais, 1996: 42). This 
study undertaken by the researcher used the explorative approach since the main goal is the 
exploration of a phenomenon, (i.e. child prostitution) as accurately as possible, in contrast to 
explanation studies, which generally attempt to explain a social phenomenon by specifying 
why or how it happened (Bailey, 1994: 40). Exploratory research is generally conducted to 
provide an orientation or familiarization with the topic under study. It serves to orient 
research to salient issues and helps focus future research on important variables. Exploratory 
research is often conducted on newly emerging social issues or recently developed social 
programs (Bickman & Rog, 2009: 92). Therefore the exploratory nature of the study avails 
the researcher to gain insight into factors contributing to children and youth exploitation or 
luring into prostitution (what factors contributed to them being involved in prostitution); the 
impact the prostitution life has on them and lastly the factors contributing to their 
resuccumbing to prostitution after being rescued.  
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The researcher used a mixed method of research methodology in this study which is 
qualitative and quantitative. Different scholars have used different terms (integrative, 
combined, blended, mixed methods, multimethod, multistrategy, etc) to identify studies that 
attempt such integration. However, the term mixed methods seems to be accepted by most 
scholars across disciplines (Collins, Onwuegbuzie & Jiao, 2007; Creswell & Plano Clark, 
2007; Greene, 2007; Teddlie & Tashkkori, 2006; Johnson & Onwuegbuzie, 2004; Rao & 
Woolcock, 2004; Greene & Caracelli, 2003) , that is why the researcher  adopted to use the 
term mixed method in this study.  
 
Teddlie and Tashkkori (2006: 12) are of the view that mixed methods can be used as the 
process of integrating the qualitative and quantitative approaches and procedures in a study to 
answer the research questions. Although the integration may occur at any stage of a research 
project, they believe that true mixed method designs have clearly articulated mixed research 
questions, necessitating the integration of qualitative and quantitative methods in all stages of 
study. Strands of a study might have research questions that are qualitative or quantitative in 
approach. Flexibility to use both the qualitative and quantitative methods allows the 
researcher to answer his research questions in the most effective manner (Creswell & Plano 
Clark, 2007; Greene, 2007; Brewer & Hunter, 2006; Greene & Caracelli, 2003; Teddlie & 
Tashakkori, 2003). 
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The quality of a mixed methods study directly depends on the degree to which it meets the 
purpose for which the mixing of methods was deemed necessary in the study. With this in 
mind the following subheadings of methodology give an overview discussion of the 
population, the units of analysis, sample strategy used, and the sampling procedure, data 
collection and data analysis.  
 
4.2.1 Population of the study  
According to Bickman and Rog (2009: 77) the study population for a research project can be 
individuals or other units, such as cities, hospitals, or defined geographical areas such as 
census tracts. They maintain that when individuals are the focus of a study, they can be 
members of a general population, which are defined by age and place of residence at a 
specific time, or members of a special population. 
 
The population of respondents (children who were prostitutes) from which the researcher 
sampled ninety children from four shelters. In three shelters that are situated in Johannesburg 
one shelter had seventeen children and the second shelter had twenty children and the last 
shelter had twenty seven children. The fourth shelter that is situated in Pretoria had twenty six 
children. Within each shelter the researcher applied simple random sampling technique using 
pieces of papers that are assigned numbers from 1 to 100 then put in a hat mixed well, and 
each child had to draw the number from the hat. 
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Within the population of seventeen children therefore, that is based in Johannesburg, the 
researcher sampled ten respondents from it using the simple random sampling technique. 
From the twenty children from the second shelter the researcher sampled ten as well, using 
simple random sampling. On the third shelter the researcher sampled twelve respondents 
from the population of fifteen using the same technique, namely sample random sampling. In 
a fourth shelter of tweentysix children, the researcher sampled the population of fourteen 
children.  From a total of ninety respondents therefore, the researcher obtained the sample 
size of forty six respondents (children who were prostitutes) in these four shelters that are 
established in Gauteng. 
 
4.2.2 Units of analysis 
The unit of analysis identifies the objects under scientific investigation. According to Mouton 
and Marais (1996: 38), the main categories of the units of analysis are individuals, groups, 
organizations, and social artifacts. Individuals are probably the most common typical object 
of the research in the social sciences. Even when the groups or populations are studied, it is 
customary to study individuals and then aggregate the data collected in this manner for the 
group concerned. In order to avoid running the risk of making assertions about one unit of 
analysis based on the examination of another, it is necessary to be clear as to what the unit of 
analysis represents (Babbie & Mounton, 2001: 88). Therefore, this research focuses on a 
number of individual children and youth that were representative of the particular population 
initially identified. In carrying out this research, the researcher randomly selected children 
from selected NGO shelters to take part in the study. 
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4.2.3 Sampling 
Bickman and Rog (2009: 77) remarks that when conducting a research project that involves 
primary data collection, it is important the researcher develop and implement a sampling plan 
that includes deciding how individuals or other units will be selected, carrying out the 
selection process, encouraging participation of those selected, and assessing the extent to 
which departures from the expectations set when planning the sampling process may affect 
the study findings. Bickman and Rog (2009: 77) contend that when a subset of a study 
population is to be selected for data collection, the selection process is known as sampling.  
 
Sampling or selecting a subset of the population is a part of research. Sampling is required 
when not all members of the study population can be surveyed or included in the data 
collection. Constraints on time and budget often limit the number of members of the 
population who can be the subjects of the data collection and, thereby, require that only a 
subset of the population be selected for a study (Bickman & Rog, 2009: 78). 
 
Samples are generally categorized as either probability samples or non-probability samples. 
The distinction between the two is that probability samples use a random process rather than 
human judgments to select the individuals or other units for a study. Therefore non-
probability samples allow human judgments, either purposefully or unintentionally, to 
influence which individuals or units are selected for the study. The major benefit of 
eliminating human judgments in the selection process is that the probability sample results 
are a statistical model of the study population (Bickman & Rog, 2009: 78). 
 
114 
 
The sampling strategy that the researcher used for the purpose of this study is probability 
sampling which occurs when the probability of including each element of the population can 
be determined and each member of the population has an equal chance of being selected into 
the sample (Bless; Higson-Smith; & Kagee, 2007: 100).  According to Bickman and Rog 
(2009: 78) researchers using probability samples forego exercising their judgments about 
which individual are selected for a sample by allowing a random process to decide which 
members of the study population are designated for participation in the study. The use of the 
probability sampling technique can enhance the accuracy and credibility of the study findings 
(Bickman & Rog, 2009: 78). 
 
Within the probability sampling method the researcher utilized simple random sampling for 
the selection of the sample size of forty six respondents who were exploited in prostitution 
from the age of 8 years to the age of twenty years, and who are now in shelters in Gauteng 
Province. The research chose this age group because they are the ones who are mostly 
targeted and exploited for sexual purposes and most clients prefers more or less such 
prostitutes who are in this age group. Bickman and Rog (2009: 78) maintain that relying on 
the random process to choose the members of the study population who are selected for the 
study allows a researcher to use well-grounded theories and methods to estimate the 
characteristics of the study population from the sample data or to test hypotheses about the 
study population. Random selection mechanisms are independent means of selection that are 
free from human judgment and the other biases that can inadvertently undermine the 
independence of each selection. 
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When the researcher proposed this study, he was of the view that he would be using a 
hundred respondents for the study but due to the challenges the researcher has faced such as 
each shelter where he conducted the study was having few rescued children from prostitution, 
denial of access to respondents by shelter managers, few organizations dealing with the 
phenomenon of rescuing children from prostitution known by the researcher. These 
highlighted challenges are some of the reasons the researcher ended up having a sample size 
of forty six children who had been involved in prostitution. Bickman and Rog (2009: 78) 
further contend that using random procedures to select the sample for a study eliminates a 
very important source of bias from the study.  
 
The researcher has decided to include within this study the advantages of sampling, as 
compared to the collection of data on the whole population, these advantages are as follows: 
 Gathering data on a sample is less time consuming because the data is not gathered of 
the entire population but of few specific samples. 
 Gathering data on a sample is less costly since the costs of research are proportional 
to the number of hours spent on data collection. Moreover, a large population may be 
spread over a large geographical area, involving high travel expenses, such expenses 
are likely to be reduced by reducing the number of respondents to be studied. Other 
expenses such as the cost of reproducing data collection instruments like 
questionnaires are also reduced. 
 Sampling is a practical way of collecting data when the population is infinite or 
extremely large, thus making a study of all its elements impossible.  
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4.3 Data collection 
Bless; Higson-Smith and Kagee (2007: 114) state that when researchers collect their own 
data for the purpose of a particular study, the data is called primary data. Data collected in 
this way is most appropriate to the aims of the research, since the data gathering is directed 
towards answering precisely the questions raised by the researcher. 
The most frequently used method of gathering information is by directly asking respondents 
to express their views. In this study a questionnaire was used as a method of collecting data. 
 
4.3.1 Questionnaire 
Bickman and Rog (2009: 559) state that a questionnaire is a series of questions asked to 
individuals to obtain statistically useful information about a given topic. They opine that 
when a questionnaire is properly constructed and responsibly administered, they become a 
vital instrument by which statements can be made about specific groups or people. In this 
study the researcher used a questionnaire as an instrument of gathering data from children 
and youth who were prostitutes residing in four shelters which rescueted them from 
prostitution in the Gauteng Province. The researcher decided to use this instrument of 
gathering data as it enabled him to overcome pitfalls such as disclosure of sensitive personal 
information and experiences regarding their prostitution life.  Some children who were in 
prostitution may have found it difficult to talk about their personal life and experience that 
they rather preferred to write their responses down and thereby remained anonymous. 
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Bickman and Rog (2009: 296) state that questionnaires are capable of generating both 
qualitative and quantitative data in a mixed methods study. They are of the view that the 
questions from the questionnaire may be open-ended (generating qualitative data) and close 
ended (generating quantitative data). They go further to say that open-ended questions 
generate in-depth information, which may lead to conceptualization of the issue under study. 
 
A mixed methods question incorporates two subquestions (qualitative and quantitative). The 
distinction between the qualitative and quantitative types of questions is arbitrary, since all 
research questions are on a continuum between these two (Teddie, Tashakkori, & Johnson, 
2008: 389).  
 
Structured (closed-ended) and non-structured (open-ended) questions were used in 
questionnaires for this study, the reason for this combination was that the structured (closed-
ended) questions covered the quantitative part of the study and non-structured (open-ended) 
questions covered the qualitative section. The structured (closed-ended) questions method is 
based on an established set of questions with fixed wording and sequence of presentation, as 
well as more or less precise indications of how to answer each question. Non-structured 
questions (open-ended) according to Bless et al (2007: 116) consist of asking the respondents 
to comment on broadly defined issues. The respondents are free to expand on the topic as 
they see fit, to focus on particular aspects, to relate their own experiences and so on.   
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Johnson and Turner (2003: 299) maintain that using structured (quantitative) questionnaires 
together with open-ended (qualitative) items is a popular technique in the literature. This 
combination allows for the strengths of each strategy to be combined in a complementary 
manner with the strengths of the other. Both strategies are good for measuring attitudes and 
other constructs of interest. Quantitative questionnaires can be used to inexpensively generate 
large numbers of responses that produce information across a broad range of topics. Data 
gathered using the qualitative research methods, generates in-depth information. 
 
Self-administered questionnaires provide the least expensive way of eliciting attitudes, 
perceptions, beliefs, and reports of behavior from many people. Questionnaires can be 
administered in person, by mail, by telephone, or over the internet (Miller & Salkind, 
2002:332; Stanton & Rogelberg, 2001: 200). 
 
4.3.2 Administration of the questionnaire 
The researcher used one female assistant (fieldworker) in gathering the data, the reason for 
using a female assistant was that female child prostitutes might have a problems in divulging 
their personal information and painful experience to the researcher since he is a male and 
they may find it easier to talk or answer the questionnaire if they see a female researcher 
involved in this study. The researcher gave the assistant training in terms of how to gather the 
data, how to administer the questionnaires; and gave her an overview of ethics considerations 
that she needed to take into consideration when gathering the data from the respondents 
(children who were in prostitution). 
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The questionnaires were distributed to each respondent in exactly the same way to minimize 
the role and influence of the researcher and his assistant and to enable a more objective 
comparison of the results. The questionnaires were distributed and collected personally by the 
researcher and his fieldworker from the respondents after they were filled out ensuring a 
maximum return of the questionnaires. While the researcher and his fieldworker were 
gathering data, in cases where the respondents could not write or read due to various reasons 
such as having left school at a tender age, they were kidnapped while they were young, others 
even never went to school, the researcher and his assistant read out the questionnaire to them 
in their preferable language without changing or altering the use of words.  
 
It took an average of 25 minutes to complete the questionnaire. The English used in the 
questionnaire was translated into IsiZulu and SePedi for those respondents whose home 
language is not English. The research respondents completed the questionnaires anonymously 
and detailed instructions were given beforehand. The respondents were not forced to take 
part. They did so out of their own free will while being granted permission to participate by 
the NGO managers. It was also stressed that there were no right or wrong answers to any of 
the questions. The questions were completed over a period of four weeks. Because the 
findings are based on a small number of shelters and respondents, and given the fact that this 
study is an exploratory study, the study will not permit generalization of the findings. 
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4.3.3 The questionnaire structure 
According to Bickman and Rog (2009: 110) the researcher needs to learn what information 
would be important to the potential subjects (respondents) and how to express that in a way 
that they understand. People need to be informed in a language that they understand. With 
this statement by Bickman and Rog in mind the questionnaires used in this study were written 
in English and translated into IsiZulu and SePedi with the aim of using the languages that the 
respondents are familiar with. The instruction of how to answer the questionnaire was 
provided to the respondents by the researcher using close-ended questions. 
The questionnaires for this study are divided into four sections; each section addresses each 
aim of the study;  
Section (A) consists of the demographical information of the respondents; while  
Section (B) consists of questions concerning how they were lured into prostitution (the route 
to prostitution); therefore  
 Section (C) looks at the impact of the prostitution life has on child and youth prostitutes 
(consequences and risks associated with child sex work); lastly  
Section (D) focuses on factors that contributed to children and youth to resuccemb to 
prostitution even if they are rescued from prostitution, as well as rehabilitation and places of 
safety. 
Once the fieldwork had been completed and before the researcher conducted the analysis and 
interpretation, there was need to prepare the data for the following steps:  
Step 1: Organising and coding of data on the questionnaires  
Step 2: Capturing the data  
Step 3: Cleaning the data (correct errors in the coding and capturing of the data).  
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Step 1: The questionnaires were organised by first checking whether each was correctly 
completed by the respondents. In total, forty six questionnaires were used in the study.  
Secondly, each questionnaire was given a unique number in the space provided under the 
‘Questionnaire number’ on the ‘For official use’ side of the questionnaire. Thirdly, the coding 
was done by transferring the number or numerical value of the response to each question in 
the block provided on the questionnaire for data entry (for capturing of the data).  
Step 2: Data capturing.  The researcher captured the data into the SPSS Version 20.0  
Step 3: Cleaning the data. Mistakes in data coding and entry (capturing) are common so the 
researcher needed to check these carefully. The researcher had to examine those 
questionnaires where there was missing data. 
 
This data collection technique has assisted the researcher in achieving his research aims 
because this technique contained questions addressing the aims of the study and for this 
regard; aims of the study were fulfilled.  
 
The following discussion is about the advantages as well as the disadvantages of using 
the questionnaires for this study. The researcher highlights how the questionnaire 
worked in his advantage or enabled him to gather the data from the respondents. 
4.3.4 The advantages of using questionnaires:  
 Using a questionnaire helped the researcher to collect data from children 
who were prostitutes from various shelters in Gauteng in a short period of 
time and in a cost effective way 
 The results of the questionnaires were quickly and easily to analyse using 
SPSS version 20.0 
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 Children were more open and free in sharing their experiences as children 
who were prostitutes through answering the questionnaire. 
 
4.3.5 The disadvantages of using the questionnaire: 
 One of the disadvantages the researcher has perceived was that, there was no way to 
tell how truthful children were being in answering the questionnaire or they were just 
ticking any answer coming across without even reading the questions 
 Some of the children were reluctant and skeptical in answering the questionnaire 
 Some of the children wanted to decline the participation in answering the 
questionnaire because the questionnaire consisted of some sensitive personal matters. 
 
In the following subhsection of methodology the researcher depicts how he analyzed his data, 
and what tools he employed in terms of analyzing data.  
 
4.4 Data analysis and interpretation 
There are several ways that qualititative and quantitative data analyses are used in mixed 
methods research. In a smaller number of mixed methods studies, one type of data (e.g. 
narrative) is transformed to another (e.g. numbers) after it was initially analyzed, and then the 
transformed data are analyzed again, using appropriate techniques, Converting qualitative 
information into numerical codes that can be statistically analyzed (Bickman & Rog, 2009: 
303). 
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The data in this study was analyzed by using SPSS Version 20.0 system, tables and graphs. 
The researcher chose to use the Statistical Package for Social Sciences Version 20.0 (SPSS) 
because of its accuracy and reliability as it uses numbers which is also a comprehensive 
system for analyzing data. 
SPSS Version 20.0 helped the researcher to generate trends, descriptive statistics and 
tabulated reports, chats, and plots of distribution. 
 
4.5 Validity and reliability 
Data is an important aspect of research and empirical research cannot be complete if data is 
not collected. When conducting research, it is therefore necessary to give utmost attention to 
the validity and reliability of data. Validity and reliability imply information on the ways in 
which objectivity of the data or information is sought and maintained (Mouton & Marais, 
1996: 193-194). Whilst validity is concerned with the effectiveness of the measuring 
instrument (in this case a questionnaire) and seeks to establish whether the researcher is 
measuring what in fact he intends to be measured, reliability deals with its accuracy (Leedy, 
1989: 26-28). 
 
The researcher took careful steps to ensure that the research instrument used met the validity 
and reliability needed. A study of the existing literature on the subject was conducted and 
questionnaires on child and youth prostitution analysed. Furthermore, to be as accurate as 
possible in the content of the questionnaire, the researcher conducted a pilot study during 
which the questionnaire was tested for clarity and relevance and for questions that could have 
been misleading and difficult to the respondents. The piloting of the questionnaire helped the 
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researcher to change some of the questions which would have been difficult for the 
respondents to answer and understand. 
 
The following is a discussion of the ethical considerations and their implication to the 
respondents by the researcher. Within the discussion of these ethical consideration the 
researcher has detailed how he obtained the inform consent,  for conducting his research and 
from whom the informed consent was required from, in addition the researcher further 
stipulates how he guaranteed the anonymity to the respondents, NGO managers and how he  
promised the confidentiality of the respondents. 
 
4.6 Ethical Considerations  
The most basic principle of research is that participants should not be harmed by participating 
in the research project. It is important to note that harm may occur intentionally and non-
intentionally during the course of the research study, and thus the researcher must be aware of 
the various possible adverse events that are likely to occur through the duration of the project 
(Bless & Higson-Smith 2006: 11). 
 
Most high-priority social research is concerned with the vulnerable populations - drug suc as 
abusers, runaways, prostitutes, persons with AIDS, victims of violence, the mentally ill. The 
members of many stigmatized and fearful populations are unwilling to be honest with 
researchers who are interested primarily in discovering scientific truth, rather than helping the 
individuals being studied. Contrary to the usual scientific directive to be objective, the 
researcher who investigates the lives of such people as runaways, prostitutes, or victims of 
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domestic violence or spousal rape must be an advocate for those studied to gain their trust 
and corporation (Renzetti & Lee, 1993: 136 as cited in Bickman & Rog, 2009: 136). 
 
Since this study involves many stigmatized participants they were not willing to be honest 
about themselves and give an accurate data, therefore the researcher volunteered in the shelter 
where these participants reside with the aim of gaining their trust and assuring them that the 
information that they would provide would be treated confidentially and they shall remain 
anonymous. 
 
4.6.1 Informed consent 
The researcher wrote letters to various NGO shelters in Gauteng requesting their permission 
to conduct research using the rescued child prostitutes from prostitution who are in their 
custody since these children have no parents or families who act as their guardians.  
The researcher  explained the purpose of the research to the NGO managers as well as to the 
social workers assuring them that the information provided by respondents would be treated 
confidentially and their names would not be requested anywhere in the questionnaire. 
 
Since the study entailed the vulnerable children (respondents) the researcher explained to 
them the purpose of the research, how it would affect them, the risks and benefits of their 
participation, and the fact that they had the rights to decline to participate if they choose to do 
so, the researcher explained further to them that they had a right to privacy, anonymity, 
confidentiality and the right not to be harmed in any manner (physically, psychologically or 
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emotionally).  The researcher had concluded by further more explaining what was required of 
them in terms of their participation. 
 
4.6.2 Anonymity 
The researcher had guaranteed anonymity to the respondents, social workers and the NGO 
managers and staff where the data was gathered; the respondents were not associated with 
any other identifier showing that the data came from them. The respondents were asked by 
the researcher not to write or disclose their names or any other identifier such as the name of 
the shelter, the address of the shelter, the shelter (NGOs) workers, and support staff on the 
questionnaires. Anonymity is important because it facilitates a trusting relationship between a 
researcher and the respondents. 
 
4.6.3 Confidentiality 
The researcher had protected and treated confidentially the sensitive and personal information 
provided by the respondents. The researcher has protected the identity of the respondents in 
such a way that the information provided by them will not be traced or linked back to them 
therefore the researcher asked the respondents not to write their names or any other identifier 
on the questionnaire.  
 
The data that were collected from the respondents was kept under secure conditions. 
Throughout the collection of data, the researcher kept the answered questionnaires in an 
envelope to ensure great confidentiality. 
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4.5 Limitations of the study 
 Respondents at first were reluctant to answer the questionnaire and to participate in 
the study hence it is a sensitive study which evokes previous emotional trauma in 
them 
 It was difficult to locate the NGO shelters that specifically deal with rescuing children 
who were prostitutes  
 There were limited resources to carry out this study such as papers to print, money for 
travelling to the respondents. 
 
 4.6 Ways to deal with limitations 
 On the issue of access denied by the NGO shelter managers, the researcher went to 
their shelters and volunteered to work there for a period of three weeks. In that way 
the permission was granted to gather data 
 The researcher explained that the study was voluntary and they had a right not to take 
part in the study but in doing so the researcher explained that the study was being 
conducted to help them to refrain from resscumbing to prostitution and that the study 
would help their organization (NGO) in producing more or other rehabilitation 
programmes which were going to benefit them 
 The researcher has googled all the NGO shelters that are in Gauteng that are dealing 
with the rescuing of children from prostitution but it turned out that most of them 
were dealing with abused children from abusive homes, street kids who have been 
abandoned by their families, and orphans. Therefore the researcher only located one 
organasation that specifically dealt with the rescuing of children form prostitution 
therefore this one organization led him to another three organizations since they are 
working together and are connected since they are dealing with one phenomenon. 
 The researcher used his own money to print questionnaires, to buy all the necessary 
things that would be needed in carrying out this project, and to travel to Gauteng. 
Even moving around Gauteng to locate other NGOs shelters he used his own money 
to do so. 
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4.7 Conclusion 
The researcher has discussed the research design, methodologies, techniques and the 
description of procedures used in the gathering of data from the respondents. This study is an 
exploratory in nature it had avails the researcher to gain insight into factors contributing to 
children and youth exploitation/luring into prostitution; the impact the prostitution life has on 
the children and youth and the factors to their resccumbing to prostitution after being rescued. 
 
A mixed method research approach was followed which implied both qualitative and 
quantitative research in this study. A reason for using a mixed method was that this study is 
having research questions that are qualitative and quantitative in nature and the flexibility to 
use both qualitative and quantitative methods allows the researcher to answer his research 
questions in the most effective manner. 
 
The population of the respondents was ninety children from four shelters, three in Hillbrow 
Johannesburg and one in Sunnyside Pretoria. The researcher sampled only fourty six 
respondents from ninety respondents using simple random sampling technique. The 
researcher and his field worker distributed and collected personally the questionnaires to 
these fourty six respondents. In case where the respondents’ cound not write or read, the 
researcher and his field worker read out the questionnaire to them in ther preferable language 
without changing the use of words. 
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It took an average of 25 minutes to complete the questionnaire. The questionnaire was written 
in English and was translated into IsiZulu and SePedi for those respondents who could not 
speark or understand English. The respondents were not forced to take part in the study; they 
did so out of their own free will after being granted permission to participate by the NGO 
managers. The questionnaire was structured into four sections in which each section was 
addressing each aim of the study. 
 
The following chapter highlights how the researcher analysed and interpreted the data of the 
study. 
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                                                           Chapter five 
5. Data analysis and interpretation of results 
 
5.1 Introduction 
 
This chapter discusses the data analysis and interpretation of the results on child and youth 
sexual exploitation - an exploratory study of young people in shelters. According to De Vos 
et al (2003: 218) the aim of data interpretation is to learn more about the population from 
which the sample is drawn. 
 
Data was collected from a total of 46 respondents’ from four different shelters in Gauteng 
Province that rescues children and youth from prostitution. Data from the respondents was 
collected using a questionnaire, containing both closed and open-ended questions. Closed 
ended questions were used to elicit background information and analysis about gender, age, 
race, home language, duration of living in Gauteng, level of education, parent’s education, 
and economic status. 
 
Open ended questions were used to allow the respondents to express themselves freely and to 
give long answers which were classified according to themes 
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The questionnaire used by the researcher in gathering the data consisted of four sections, 
namely: 
 Section A: questions about respondents demographical background 
 Section B: questions about how children and youth were lured into prostitution 
 Section C: focused on the impact prostitution life had on children and youth 
prostitutes 
 Section D:  questions about factors that can make them to resuccumb to prostitution 
even if they have been rescued, rehabilitation and places of safety. 
 
The questionnaire was administered by the researcher and his field worker and the questions 
from the questionnaire were translated into IsiZulu and SePedi. After obtaining permission 
from the shelters, respondents were selected randomly using the simple random sampling 
technique. All the respondents participated voluntarily and were free to withdraw from the 
study at any time if they so wished. 
 
A random sample of respondents were chosen from four shelters, three in Johannesburg and 
one in Pretoria that rescue children from prostitution. The researcher analysed and interpreted 
the data, using the SPSS program version 20.0. The results given below were presented in 
descriptive and inferential statistics, such as frequency tables with percentages. 
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Diagram: this diagram contain the sections of the data analysis and the interpretation of the results 
 
5.2 Data analysis 
This chapter discusses the data analysis and the interpretation of the results with the 
assistance of frequency tables, bar charts and pie charts. The (n) value indicates the numbers 
of respondents for each question. 
 
5.2.1 Section A: Respondents’ demographical data 
Demographical data is obtained by determining factors such as gender, age, race, educational 
level, economic level etc. 
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Table 1: Gender of the respondents 
 
 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 
Percent 
Valid Female 46 100.0 100.0 100.0 
 
Table 1 above indicates that the respondents who participated in the research were all female. 
 
 
 
Diagram 1: Age of the respondents 
 Diagram 1 above indicates that 47.8% (n=22) of the respondents fall within the age category 
of 19-20 years of age, 21.7% (n=10) were between 14-16 years of age, and 17.4 % (n=8) 
were between the ages of 17-18 years. 10.9% (n=5) were between the ages of 10-13 years and 
2.2% (n=1) of the respondents were between the ages of 7-9 years. 
The researcher is of the view that the majority of the respondents were children which is 
represented by 60.9% and youth which is represented by 47%. 
2.20%
10.90%
21.70%
17.40%
47.80%
7 -9 years
10-13 years
14-16 years
17-18 years
19-20 years
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Table 2 indicates that the majority (97.8%) (n=45) of the respondents were blacks and  
(2.2%)  (n=1) coloured respondent. The researcher is of the opinion that this ratio is 
representative from the overall population in the shelters under study. 
 
 
Diagram 2: Respondents’ home language 
Table 2: Racial group of the respondents 
 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 
Percent 
Valid 
Blacks 45 97.8 97.8 97.8 
Coloured 1 2.2 2.2 100.0 
Total 46 100.0 100.0  
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Diagram 2 indicates the home language of the respondents, 28.3% (n=13) of the respondents 
were IsiXhosa speaking, 26.1% (n=12) were speaking IsiZulu, while 10.9% (n=5) were 
Sesotho speaking and 8.7% (n=4) were Sepedi speaking, another 8.7% (n=4) were Shona 
speaking, therefore 6.5% (n=3) were speaking Setswana, 4.3% (n=2) were speaking 
Isindebele and 2.2% (n=1) was Tshivenda speaking and other 2.2% (n=10) was Swahili 
speaking. 
From this study the number of those respondents who spoke IsiXhosa was higher than others, 
it is evident that most respondents in those shelters, the majority of them are Xhosa speaking, 
followed by IsiZulu speaking respondents. 
 
 
 
 
Diagram 3: The nationality of the respondents (N=46) 
 
Diagram 3 indicates that 85% (n=39) of the respondents were South African and 15% (n=7) 
were non-South African citizens. The researcher maintains therefore that the majority of the 
respondents in the shelters where he gathered the data were South African and a few were 
non-South Africans. 
39, 85%
7, 15%
Are you South African?
Yes
No
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Diagram 4: Respondent’s duration/years of living in Gauteng Province 
 
The bar chart in diagram 4 illustrate that 45.7% (n=21) of the respondents have been living in 
Gauteng for more than 10 years, 23.9% (n=11) have been staying in Gauteng for 5 years, 
19.6% (n=9) have been staying in Gauteng for 6-10 years and 10.9% (n=5) have been staying 
in Gauteng for less than 1 years. The researcher concludes that most of the respondents 
45.7% (n=21) have therefore been staying in Gauteng for more than 10 years followed by 
those who had stayed there for 5 years. 
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Diagram 5: Highest level of the respondent’s education 
 
Diagram 5 illustrates that most of the respondents 31.1%  have obtained grade10 and 15.6% 
obtained grade 8, grade 11 was obtained by 13.3% as well as grade 7 was obtained by 
13.3% also 13.3% obtained less than grade 7 and 8.9% obtained grade 12 and a total of 
4.4% obtained grade 9. 
 
 
Table 3: Highest educational qualification of the respondent’s parents/guardian 
 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 
Valid 
No schooling 8 17.4 17.4 17.4 
Up to Std 1/Grade 3/ABET 4 8.7 8.7 26.1 
Std 2-3/Grade 4-5 4 8.7 8.7 34.8 
Std 4-5/Grade 6-7 10 21.7 21.7 56.5 
Std 6-7/Grade 8-9 1 2.2 2.2 58.7 
Std 8-9/Grade 10-11 4 8.7 8.7 67.4 
Grade 12, 
8.90%
Grade 11, 13.30%
Grade 10, 31.10%
Garde 9, 4.40%
Grade 8, 15.60%
Grade 7, 13.30%
Less than 
Grade 7, 
13.30% Grade 12
Grade 11
Grade 10
Garde 9
Grade 8
Grade 7
Less than Grade 7
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Std 10/Grade 12 13 28.3 28.3 95.7 
Diploma with grade 12 1 2.2 2.2 97.8 
Post-graduate degree 
(HDE/HONS/MASTRS/PhD) 
1 2.2 2.2 100.0 
Total 46 100.0 100.0  
 
 
Table 3 above indicates that 28.3% (n=13) of the respondent’s parents/guardians have 
obtained standard 10/grade 12, 21.7% (n=10) obtained standard 2-3/grade 6-7, 17.4% (n=8) 
never went to school while 8.7% (n=4) went up to standard 1/grade 3/ABET, also 8.7% (n=4) 
we up to standard 2-3/grade 4-5 another 8.7% (n=4) went till standard 8-9/grade 10-11, 
therefore  2.2% (n=1) who has tertiary qualification Diploma with grade 12 and another 2.2% 
(n=1) obtained a Postgraduate qualification. 
 
The researcher is of the view that the majority of the respondent’s parents/guardians 41.3% 
(n=19) have primary education and 36.9% (n=17) have secondary education, 17.4% (n=8) are 
illiterate. 4.3% (n=2) of the respondents parents have obtained tertiary qualification.  
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Diagram 6: Living of respondent’s parents 
 
Diagram 6 is an illustration of whether the father or the mother of the respondents is still 
alive and whether they are staying with them. 52.2% (n=24) of the respondents reported that 
their mothers are not alive anymore while 22% (n=22) reported that their mothers are still 
alive. Therefore 87.0% (n=40) of the respondents reported that they are not staying with their 
mothers while 13.0% (n=9) reported to be living with their mothers. Diagram 6 also indicates 
that 71.7% (n=33) of the respondent’s fathers are not alive anymore and 28.3% (n=13) of the 
respondent’s fathers are still alive. Therefore 95.7% (n=44) of the respondents reported that 
they are not staying with their fathers while 4.3% (n=2) reported that they are staying with 
their fathers. 
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The researcher maintains that the majority of the respondents 52.2% (n=24) mothers are not 
alive and another majority of 71.7% (n=33) respondent’s fathers are not alive anymore. Most 
95.7% (n=44) of the respondents reported that they are not staying with their father and 
another majority of the respondents 87.0% (n=40) reported not to be staying with their 
mothers.  
 
 
Diagram 7: Main source of income for respondent’s families  
 
Diagram 7 reveals that Government pensions or grants were the main source of income for 
52.2% (n=24) of the respondent’s families. Grants and donations by private welfare 
organisations was the main source of income for 13.0% (n=6) of the respondents. 
Contributions by adult family members as a main source of income for 13.0% (n=6) of the 
respondents. Contributions by relatives  was a source of income for 10.9% (n=5) and fromal 
salary earning on which tax is payed was received by 10.9 (n=5) of the respondents. 
 
Most of the respondents’ families had no formal source of income, government pension, 
grants, donations by the private welfare organisations, contribution by adult family members 
and contributions by relatives were the main sources of income for most 89.1% (n=41) of the 
respondents 
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5.2.2 Section B: How children and youth were lured into prostitution (The 
route to prostitution) 
 
This section focuses on how children and youth were lured into prostitution, it looks at how 
the respondents were introduced into prositution, how they were lured/tricked into prositution 
and by who, it will also be look at factors that played a role in forcing the respondents to sell 
sex/become involved in prostitution, how much they made in a month when prosituting, who 
exposed them to prostitution and what sort of education they received when entering the 
industry. 
 
Table 4: Indicate the respondent’s introduction into prostituion 
 
Have you been tricked into prostitution? Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 
Percent 
Valid 
Yes 26 56.5 56.5 56.5 
No 20 43.5 43.5 100.0 
Total 46 100.0 100.0  
 
Table 4 depicts that a majority of 56.6% of respondents agreed to have been tricked into 
prostitution while 43.5% were of the view that they were not tricked into prostitution. 
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Diagram 8: The promises associated with prostitution 
 
Diagram 8 reveals that 45.7% of respondents indicated that they were never tricked while 
19.6% have reported that they had been tricked into prostitution by the promise of a good life 
another 19.6% of respondents said that they were tricked into believing that they would 
obtain quick money. 10.9% of respondents said they were tricked by the promise of a job and 
4.3% were of the view that they were tricked by the promise of a good education. 
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Who tricked you into prostitution? 
 
Diagram 9: Role players in the luring process 
 
Diagram 9 reveals people who tricked the respondents into prostitution. 65.4% (n= 17) of the 
respondents were tricked by their friends, 23.1% (n=6) were tricked by their relatives, 11.5% 
(n=3) were tricked by the pimps and 4.3% (n=2) were tricked by their neighbour, 2.2% (n=1) 
was tricked by her sister. The researcher is of the opinion that most of the respondents from 
the shelters were tricked by their friends into the prostitution industry. 
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Diagram 10 indicates that the mother of the respondents never forced nor encouraged the 
respondents to sell sex for money in 97.8% (n=45) and 2.2% (n=1) was forced and 
encouraged to sell sex by the mother. The father of the respondents neither forced nor 
encouraged the respondent to sell sex for money in 97.8% (n=45), only 2.2% (N=1) was 
forced and encouraged by her father to sell sex for money. The researcher is of the view that 
most of the respondents parents (mother/father) did not play a role in forcing and encouraging 
their children into prostitution but that there was somebody who was actually playing a role 
in forcing and encouraging these children to prostitution or certain factors that are forcing and 
encouraging these children into prostitution. 
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             Diagram 11 illustrates the contributing factors that played a role in forcing the respondents to 
sell sex. 82.6% (n=38) of the respondents were forced by poverty to sell sex while 17.4% 
(n=8) were not forced by poverty, 65.2% (n=30) unemployment of their parents forced them 
to sell sex and 34.8% (n=16) were not forced by the unemployment of their parents. 87.0% 
(n=40) of the respondents reported that drug addiction make children be involved in 
prostitution while 13.6% (n=6) said drug addiction does not make children be involved in 
prostitution. 78.3% (n=36) were involved in selling sex not due to drug addiction while 
21.7% (n=10) were involved because of drug addiction. 78.3% (n=36) of the respondents 
consider prostitution as an abuse and 21.7% (n=10) do not consider prostitution as an abuse. 
67.4% (n=31) consider prostitution as a form of labour, while 32.6% (n=15) do not consider 
it as a form of labour. 
 
0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90
100
Did poverty
force you to sell
sex?
Did
unemployment
of your parents
force ypu to sell
sex?
Does drug
addiction make
children to be
involved in
prostitution?
Have you been
involved in
selling sex due
to drug
addiction?
Did you
consider
prostitution as
abuse?
Did you
consider
prostitution as a
form of labour?
P
e
rc
e
n
ta
g
e
Diagram 11: Factors that played a role in forcing the respondents to sell sex
% Yes % No
148 
 
The researcher maintains that many children are involved in prostitution because of poverty, 
unemployment of their parents and drug addiction. Most of the respondents under study 
consider prostitution as an abuse as well as a form of labour 
 
            
             
             
             
             
              
             
 
 
            
             
             
             
             
 
            
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             Diagram 12 illustrates other reasons that made the respondents vulnerable to prostitution. 
80.4% (n=37) of the respondents said selling sex helped them to support themselves 
financially, while 19.6% (n=9) said selling sex did not help to support themselves financially. 
80.4% (n=37) said selling sex did help them to support their families while 19.6% (n=9) said 
it did not help them to support their families. 50.0% (n=23) of the respondents reported that 
selling sex should be legalised while other 50.05% (n=23) said it should not be legalised. 
 
The researcher is of the opinion that the majority of the respondents supported themselves 
and their families financially by selling sex and they believe that selling sex should be 
legalised, while other respondents indicated that selling sex did not help them to support their 
families and themselves financially, and they believe that selling sex should be legalised. 
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Diagram 13: Income per month of the respondents 
 
Diagram 13 indicates the money the respondents were getting in a month. 30.4% (n=14) of 
the respondents were getting R1000 in a month, 28.3% (n=13) were receiving R2000-R3000 
in a month, 13.0% (n=6) were getting R4000-R5000 and 10.9% (n=5) were receiving R100-
R500 in a month, 10.9% (n=5) did not know how much they were getting hence the pimp was 
taking it all and 6.5% (n=3) said it was not much. The researcher is of the opinion that the 
majority of the respondents received an income ranging from R1000-R5000 and below per 
month. 
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Did you know anybody who was in prostitution before you enter the industry? 
Diagram 14:  Exposure to prostitution life 
 
Diagram 14 illustrates that 76.1% (n=35) of the respondents knew somebody who was in 
prostitution before entering the industry while 23.9% (n=11) of them did not know anybody 
before entering the industry. 
Table 5 and diagram 15: indicate the education the respondents received of how to become a 
prostitute from the person they knew before entering the sex industry 
Table 5: Education the respondents received of how to become a prostitute  
Did that person teach you how to become a 
prostitute? 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 
Percent 
Valid 
Yes 28 60.9 62.2 62.2 
No 17 37.0 37.8 100.0 
Total 45 97.8 100.0  
Missing System 1 2.2   
Total 46 100.0   
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Table 5 reveals that 62.2% (n=28) of the respondents reported that they were taught how to 
become a prostitution by the people they knew before entering the industry, 37.8% (n=17) 
said nobody taught them of how to become a prostitution. 
 
 
If yes, how? 
Diagram 15: Induction into prostitution 
 
Diagram 15 illustrates how the respondents were taught to become prostitutes, 35.7% (n=10) 
of the respondents were showed the tricks of the sex industry, 3.6% (n=1) was made to watch 
pornography while 32.1% (n=9) were showed how to move and entice clients, 17.9% (n=5) 
were told to wear short dresses and skirts and 10.7% (n=3) were given drugs then forced to 
sleep with clients. The researcher is of the opinion that the respondents were taught different 
ways of selling sex, most of them were taught the tricks of the industry such as to mention 
few: money before sex, condomise, what to do if clients refuse to pay, what to do if cops 
arrest them etc and one was shown a pornography with the aim of teaching her how to 
mimicking the sex tactics so to please the clients. 
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5.2.3 Section C: The impact of the prostitution life on the children and 
youth prostitutes (consequences and risks associated with child 
prostitution) 
This section looks into how the prostitution has impacted the life of the children and youth, 
and the consequences and risks they experienced. In this section the victimization of the 
respondents, how they experience threats within the industry, and who have threatened them, 
the physical force, drug usage, and alcohol usage will be looked at. This section also pay 
attention to the working conditions of the respondents, the number of clients they were seeing 
on each day, the prevention measures as well as the sexual infection diseases they experience 
during their time in prostitution.  
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Diagram 16 illustrates the victimization of the respondents, 21.7% (n=10) of the respondents 
have worked with the pimp while, 78.3% (n=36) did not. 19.6% (n=9) of the respondents 
have been raped by a pimp while 80.4% (n=37) have not been raped by a pimp, 60.9% 
(n=28) have been beaten by the client and 39.1% (n=18) have not been beaten by the client. 
80.4% (n=37) of the respondents has reported that a client has refused to pay them and 19.6% 
(n=9) said they were being paid by the client, 41.3% (n=19) have been beaten to perform 
sexual activities while 58.7% (n=27) have never been beaten to perform sexual activities. 
50.0% (n=23) have been emotionally abused to perform sexual activities and other 50.0% 
(n=23) of the respondents have never been emotionally abused to perform sexual activities. 
 
Most of the respondents did not work with pimps and have never been raped by the pimps, 
but they have been beaten by a client and at some point the client has refused to pay them. 
Most of them have never been beaten to perform sexual activities but have succumbed to 
emotional abuse to perform sexual activities. 
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Diagram 17 illustrates that 67.4% (n=31) of the respondents have been threatened with 
knives to perform sexual activities, while 32.6% (n=15) have never been threatened, 73.9% 
(n=34) have been threatened with guns to perform sexual activities and 26.1% (n=12) have 
never been threatened with guns. 58.7% (n=27) of the respondents have provided sexual 
activities against their will and 41.3% (n=19) have not provide sexual activities against their 
will. 
 
 
 
Diagram 18: People who have threatened the respondents with knives to perform sexual 
activities  
 
 
Diagram 18 illustrates that 66.7% (n=10) of the respondents have been threatened with 
knives by the clients to perform sexual activities, 13.3% (n=2) of them have been threatened 
by brothel worker and another 13.3% (n=2) have been threatened by brothel owners, 6.7% 
(n=1) have been threatened by pimps with knives to perform sexual activities.  Most of the 
respondents have been threatened by the clients to perform sexual activities using a knife. 
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Diagram 19: People who have threatened the respondent with a gun to perform sexual 
activities  
Diagram 19 depicts that 66.7% (n=8) of the respondents have been threatened with a gun by 
the clients to perform sexual activities, 25.0% (n=3) of them have been threatened by pimps 
and 8.3% (n=1) of the respondents have been threatened by brothel owners/manager with a 
gun to perform sexual activities.   
 
 
Diagram 20: The use of the physical force 
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Diagram 20 illustrates that 66.7% (n=12) of the respondents have been beaten by the clients 
to perform sexual activities, 22.2% (n=8) have been beaten by the pimp and 5.6% (n=1) have 
been beaten by client and pimp, 5.6% (n=1) have been beaten by a traffic officer.  
 
 
 
Diagram 21: Respondent’s drug usage 
 
Diagram 21 illustrates that 45.7% (n=21) of the respondents have never used drugs, 15.2% 
(n=7) used drugs regularly (everyday) and 13.0% (n=6) have used drugs in the past, 10.9% 
(n=5) used them only when they were with clients. 8.7% (n=4) of the respondents used drugs 
occasionally (less than once a week) and 6.5% (n=3) used drugs often (once a week). 
The researcher is of the view that the majority of the respondents 54.3% (n=25) have used 
drugs either regularly, in the past, when they were with clients, occasionally or often when 
they were in prostitution. 
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Diagram 22: Drug of choice 
 
Diagram 22 illustrates that 19.6% (n=9) of the respondents have used dagga, 15.2% (n=7) 
have used crack (rocks) and another 15.2% (n=7) used cocaine, 4.3% (n=2) have used tik 
another 4.3% (n=2) used all types of drugs that have been mentioned (i.e tik, crack (rocks), 
cocaine, dagga, benzene), and 2.2% (n=1) used benzene. It is evident from the diagram that 
most of the drugs the respondents used were dagga, crack (rocks) and cocaine. 
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Diagram 23: Respondents alcohol usage 
 
Diagram 23 illustrates that 26.1% (n=12) of the respondents used alcohol regularly, 21.7% 
(n=10) have used alcohol in the past, 15.2% (n=7) used it occasionally, 13.0% (n=6) used it 
often and 13.0% (n=6) never used alcohol, 10.9% (n=5) used alcohol only when they were 
with clients. The researcher is of the view that the majority of respondents 86.9% (n=40) had 
used alcohol regularly.  
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Diagram 24 shows the types of alcohol the respondents have used, 43.5% (n=20) of the 
respondents that used hot stuff, 34.8% (n=16) were using ciders and 10.9% (n=5) were using 
all mentioned alcohol (i.e. hot stuff, cider, wine, and beer). 8.7% (n=4) of them used beer and 
2.2% (n=1) used wine. Majority of the respondents were mostly drinking hot stuff, and 
cinders followed by those who were drinking all types of alcohol. 
 
 
 
Diagram 25: Working conditions of the respondents 
 
Diagram 25 illustrates the words used by the respondents to describe their working 
conditions. 41.3% (n=19) of the respondents used the word bad to describe their working 
conditions, 34.8% (n=16) used the term good and 13.0% (n=6) used the word worse. The 
term very good was used by 10.9% (n=5) of the respondents to describe their working 
conditions. The majority of the respondents 54.3% (n=25) were having bad or worse working 
conditions because they were forced to work everywhere and it was dangerous, they were 
working in abandoned buildings which are dirty, scary and which had no electricity, police 
were taking their money and arresting them, and they were even raped by the clients, brothel 
owners and pimps. 45.6% (n=21) said their working conditions were good/very good because 
the places that they were using were very clean, protected, secured and cheap. 
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Diagram 26: Number of clients per day 
 
Diagram 26 depicts the number of clients the respondents had provided sexual activities to in 
a day. 30.4% (n=14) of the respondents had provided sexual activities to more than 12 clients 
in a day, another 30.4% (n=14) had provided to 2 to 4 clients in a day, 23.9% (n=11) 
provided 8 to11 clients in a day and 15.2% (n=7) had provided sexual activities to 5 to 7 
clients in a day. 
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Diagram 27 illustrates that 76.1% (n=35) of the respondents had free access to condoms and 
23.9% (n=11) had no access to condoms, 67.4% (n=31) of the respondents had access to 
contraceptives and 32.6% (n=15) did not have access to contraceptives. 
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Diagram 28: Easy access to condoms 
 
Diagram 28 illustrates how easy it was for the respondents to have access to condoms, 52.2% 
(n=24) of the respondents had very easy access to condoms, 21.7% (n=10) had somewhat 
difficult access to condoms, 15.2% (n=7) had difficult access to condoms and 10.9% (n=5) 
had very difficult to access the condoms. 
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Diagram 29 illustrates the risk and consequences of the prostitution industry, 63.0% (n=29) 
of the respondents had an STI and 37% (n=17) had no STI. 71.7% (n=33) of the respondents 
knew a child who was selling sex who have been diagnosed HIV positive and 28.3 (n=13) 
didn’t know any child who was diagnosed HIV positive who was selling sex. 71.7% (n=33) 
of the respondents knew a child who was selling sex who had unwanted pregnancy and 
28.3% (n=13) did not know any child who got pregnant because of selling sex. 63.0% (n=29) 
of the respondents did not have unwanted pregnancy due to selling sex and 37.0% (n=17) had 
unwanted pregnancy due to selling sex. 65.2% (n=30) of the respondents did not know a 
child who was in prostitution who had been killed by the pimp and 34.8% (n=16) knew a 
child who was killed by the pimp and 58.7% (n=27) of them reported to have not known any 
child who was in prostitution who had been killed by the client and 41.3 (n=19) knew a child 
who was killed by the client. 
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5.2.4 Section D: Factors contributing to resuccumbing of children and 
youth into prostitution after being rescued and put into rehabilitation 
and places of safety 
This section focuses on the rescuing of the respondents from prostitution, what factors that 
make the respondents resuccumb to prostitution even if they have been rescued, who 
rescued them from prostitution and what have they provided to prevent the resuccumbing 
after rescuing the respondents. It also looks at the role of clients in making the respondents  
resuccumb and lastly the section look at how the respondents react to the client now that 
they are no longer in prostitution. 
Table 6: Rescuing of the respondents from prostitution 
 
Have you been rescued from prostitution? Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 
Percent 
Valid 
Yes 33 71.7 71.7 71.7 
No 13 28.3 28.3 100.0 
Total 46 100.0 100.0  
If yes, how many times have you been rescued 
from selling sex? 
    
            Many times 
            Once 
Valid    twice 
           3-6 times 
           Total 
           Missing System 
          Total  
9 
12 
6 
6 
33 
13 
46 
19.6 
26.1 
13.0 
13.0 
71.7 
28.3 
100.0 
27.3 
36.4 
18.2 
18.2 
100.0 
27.3 
63.6 
81.8 
100.0 
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If no, is this your first time being rescued from 
selling sex? 
 
    
Valid Yes 
 
Missing System 
 
Total 
13 
33 
46 
28.3 
71.7 
100.0 
100.0 
 
100.0 
 
 
Table 6 indicates the rescuing of the respondents from prostitution. 71.7% (n=33) of the 
respondents have been rescued from prostitution, and 28.3% (n=13) have not been rescued 
before, this is their first time being rescued. 36.4% (n=12) indicated that they have been 
rescued once, 27.3% (n=9) they have been rescued many times and 18.2% (n=6) have been 
rescued twice, 18.2% (n=6) have been rescued 3-6 times. The researcher is of the view that 
many respondents are being rescued from prostitution, even though some of them have been 
rescued more than once 45.6% (n=21), it is evident that respondents do resuccumb to 
prostitution even when they have been rescued. 
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Diagram 30: Resuccumbing factors 
 
Diagram 30 reveals that 82.6% (n=33) of the respondents reported that money can make them 
go back to prostitution even if they are rescued, 13.0% (n=6) of them said drugs and alcohol 
can make them resuccumb and 4.3% (n=2) of the respondents reported that sense of 
independency can make them to go back to prostitution.  
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Did anyone try to prevent you from going back to prostitution? 
 
Diagram 31: Prevention of resuccumbing 
 
Diagram 31 reveals that respondent were prevented from going back into prostitution in 
84.4% (n=38) cases and 15.6% (n=7) were not prevented from going back. 
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Diagram 32: Role players in preventing resuccumbing 
 
Diagram 32 reveals that 76.0% (n=35) of the respondents, NGOs prevented them from going 
back to prostitution, and 4.3% (n=2) their clients prevented them, 4.3% (n=2) their friend 
prevented them and another 4.3% (N=2) boyfriends are the ones who tried to prevent them 
from going back to prostitution. The researcher is of the view that most of the respondents 
were rescued from prostitution and prevented from going back by NGOs, clients, friends and 
boyfriends 
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Diagram 33: Preventative measure used in preventing resuccumbing 
 
Diagram 33 illustrates the things that were provided by people who prevented the 
respondents from going back to prostitution. 43.6% (n=17) of the respondents reported that 
they had been prevented from going into prostitution by being provided with food, shelter 
and clothing, 25.6% (n=10) reported to have been provided legitimate work or employment 
as a way of preventing them from going back to prostitution, 10.3% (n=4) said that drugs and 
alcohol rehabilitation were provided as a way of preventing them from going back. Another 
10.3% (n=4) reported that they had been given trauma counselling and another 10.3% (n=4) 
reported to have been protected against pimps and clients.  
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Do some clients come after you even after you have been rescued? 
 
Diagram 34: Role of clients in resuccumbing 
 
Diagram 34 reveals that 58.7% (n=27) of the respondents reported that clients do come after 
them even they been rescued from prostitution and 41.3% (n=19) of the respondents reported 
that clients do not come after them. The researcher is of the opinion that most of the clients 
do come after the rescued respondents. 
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If yes, what do you do in such circumstances? 
Diagram 35: Respondents reaction to clients 
 
 Diagram 35 reveals the things that rescued respondents do when being approached by the 
clients, 48.1% (n=13) tell the clients that they are no longer selling anymore, 25.9% (n=7) of 
the respondents reported that they ignore the clients when being approached by them, and 
11.1% (n=3) of them usually go with the clients when they need money even though they are 
rescued, 7.4% (n=2) reported that they runaway and 3.7% (n=1) swear at the clients who 
come after them another 3.7% (n=1) said they sometimes get tempted to go with them. 
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5.2.5 Conclusion 
This chapter entailed the discussion of data analysis and the interpretation of results. The 
researcher analysed the data using SPSS version 20.0, tables and graphs. Following next is 
the discussion of the findings of the study. 
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Chapter Six 
6. Discussion of results 
6.1 Introduction 
The data that eminates from the study contains findings relating to children and youth 
respondents. The aims of the study was not to compare these two groups, therefore the 
discussion in most cases highlights the plight of the child respondents as they formed the 
majority of the respondents. Reference will therefore only be made to the position of the 
youth respondents where appearing to be significant. 
 
6.2 Demographical analysis 
The present study consisted of forty six respondents.  All of whom were females. Most of 
them were Africans (45) with only one colored person and the respondent’s fell between the 
ages of 8-18 years and from 19-20 years of age. Most of the respondents are Xhosa speaking 
followed by IsiZulu speaking, of whom the majority are from South Africa. Most of the 
respondents have more than 10 years residing in Gauteng, mostly come from broken homes 
in which they have low family income. Their main source of family income comes from 
government pension/grants and grants/donations by private welfare organizations and from 
their prostitution.  
 
6.3 Aim 1: to explore how children and youth were lured into prostitution 
The study reveals that most of the children and youth are lured into prostitution by false 
promises of employment, good education and believing that they would obtain a lot of cash. 
There are many researchers who found the same results in their studies, such researchers as 
Voss (1999) who maintain that many children, especially girls, respond to employment and 
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good opportunities. Hughes (2001) also maintains that children and youth are tricked into 
prostitution by the belief that they will be employed. The 1st World Congress Against CSEC 
(1996) share the same sentiment, as to say that children are tricked and lured into thinking 
that they will work in a coffee shop or restaurant to earn money to send back to the family but 
instead are forced into prostitution. 
 
Many researchers believe that parents sell their children to prostitution, such researchers as 
Hipolito (2007: 15) who believe that many parents sell their children to prostitution as a way 
to survive and Denisova (2001) who also suggested that a lack of stable income, 
unemployment, unavailability of basic goods have caused women to sell their children in 
order to survive, Ireland (1993: 43) also states that some children are coerced  or physically 
forced into sexual exploitation by their parents, who see it as a way of supplementing family 
income. These children are sold by their parents for commercial sexual purposes. Some 
parents sell their children, not just for the money, but also in the hope that their children will 
be escaping poverty and face a better future but the present study found that most of the 
parents are not the possible accomplices, they never encourage nor force their children to 
prostitution instead there is somebody else who plays a role in forcing or encouraging these 
children and/or certain factors play a role in pushing these children and youth to prostitution. 
 
The study reveals that children and youth are lured into prostitution because of poverty, 
unemployment of their parents and drug addiction. These children consider prostitution as an 
abuse and as a form of labour. Selling sex helps them to alleviate the bad living conditions at 
home, they were able to support themselves and their family members financially, hence the 
bad living conditions of poverty or the unemployment of their parents made them vulnerable 
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to becoming the victims of sexual exploitation. Hipolito (2007: 15) in her study revealed the 
same results that poverty continues to be an issue, she shares the same sentiment as the 
researcher that children are marginalized and used as a commodity which results in physical 
and sexual exploitation. Other researchers such as Willis and Levy (2002:10) noted that 
poverty is a major factor leading children the world of prostitution. The majority of these 
children who are sexually exploited come from poor families. Poverty, as observed by Fraley 
(2005: 27), is the context in which these children are sold, lured and kidnapped into 
commercial sexual activities. 
 
Hipolito (2007: 16) also state that lack of employment creates a gap in economic prosperity 
and puts extreme pressure on families; families are pushed over their own limits. The 
researcher maintains that children become the easy way out for family economic problems.  
 
The study revealed that drug addiction is another factor that makes children to be vulnerable 
to exploitation; this idea is also shared by Ives (2001) who maintains that drugs have become 
central to the exploitation of children. Children become addicted to drugs and will find their 
way to prostitution to pay for their addictions. The researcher is of the opinion that drug use 
is a mode of survival for children because it helps them face the dangers and challenges of 
being on the street prostituting. 
 
The study reveals that many children are encouraged or “couched” into prostitution by people 
who have long joined the industry. The children reported that before joining the industry they 
knew someone who was prostituting and that someone had taught them how to become a 
176 
 
prostitute. Children are being taught the tricks of the industry such as: money before sex, 
condomise, what to do if clients refuse to pay, what to do if clients are abusive, how to entice 
clients, how to learn different forms of sexual stimulation to please clients. One of the 
children responded that she was shown pornography with the aim of mimicking the sex 
tactics to use when she was with the client. 
 
Children learn prostitution by associating themselves with an intimate individual who 
happens to be already in the prostitution industry such as family members, relatives, friends 
and peers by interacting with them through communication. They learn two basic things: the 
techniques of prostituting and the definitions of values, motives, drives, rationalization and 
attitudes that support such behavior of prostituting. The techniques may be thought of as 
“hows,” or the content of an act, and the definitions as the “whys” or the reasons for doing it. 
 
6.4 Aim 2: To investigate the impact of the prostitution life on children and 
youth  
The present study found that most of the children and youth were working with alone or  with 
their friends who happened to be the ones who lured them into prostitution. These children 
had never been raped by the pimps but they have been severely beaten by the pimps, clients 
and traffic officers, and most of their clients had refused to pay them after sexual activities 
and they have been emotionally abused to perform sexual activities. Ives (2001: 22) found 
similar results; he is of the opinion that children face greater risk, including physical abuse, 
forced pervasion and emotional abuse. He also found in his study that the vast majority of 
children are beaten by their pimps and abused by their customers (clients). 
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The results of the study reveal that most of the children have been threatened with knives and 
guns by their clients, brothel workers, brothel owners and pimps to perform sexual activities. 
Hunt and Baird (1990) in their study revealed the same results found by this study, that most 
of the children are often threatened with knives, guns, poison or fire to ensure that they are 
compliant and continue to engage in sexual acts. 
 
The study found that most of the children and youth in prostitution have used drugs and 
alcohol regularly and used them often when they were with clients. In her study Hipolito 
(2007: 52) concluded that a large percent of sexually abused children suffer from drug abuse. 
Kasirye (n.d) also found that the drug abuse sub-culture plays a functional role among the 
children to escape daily problems, and to reduce stress. She further stated that drugs and 
alcohol serve as a cure for their health maladies, and Ives (2001) states that exploiters will get 
children addicted to drugs as a way to keep them prostituting themselves in order to pay for 
their addiction. Willis and Levy (2002), comment on the abuse of several substances, such as 
tobacco, drugs and alcohol, to inhalants incurring health risks such as overdosage. The point 
made is that these substances can do permanent damage to kidney, liver and even cause brain 
damage. 
 
The researcher is of the opinion that children use drugs and alcohol to suppress their guilty 
conscience and be able to have sexual intercourse with many clients without feeling any pain 
or pity for them so that they can make more money (the more clients the child sleeps with, 
the more the money they make) 
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The results of this study reveal that the working conditions of prostituting by children and 
youth were very bad; these children and youth were forced to have sex everywhere and in 
abandoned buildings which are dirty, dark and scary and in other dangerous places. The 
police were taking their money and arrest them; they were even raped and beaten by clients 
and most of the clients refuse to pay them. The study reveals that most of these children and 
youth have provided sexual activities to more than 12 clients in a day, some to 2 to 4 clients 
in a day, and others to 8 to 11 clients in a day. Most of the children had access to condoms 
and contraceptives even though some had experienced some difficulties in obtaining 
condoms. 
 
The study reveals that most of the children and youth have had an STI during the prostituting 
period and the study also found that most of the children know a child who was in 
prostitution who was diagnosed HIV positive and some who have been killed by the clients 
and pimps and who had unwanted pregnancies. The study also reveals that most of the 
children did not have unwanted pregnancies due to selling sex. Other authors (e.g. Voss, 
1999; Klain, 1999), point toward the development of health problems for sexually abused and 
exploited children ranging from respiratory problems, TB, infections, wounds, sexually 
transmitted infections and HIV/AIDS. 
 
6.5 Aim 3: To investigate factors contributing to children and youth 
resuccumbing to prostitution after being rescued 
The study reveals that most of the children and youth have been rescued from prostitution 
more than once; it is evident that many children and youth are resuccumbing to prostitution 
after being rescued. Their resuccumbing to prostitution is being precipitated by money, drugs 
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and alcohol and a sense of independence. Children and youth resuccumb to prostitution 
because of these mentioned factors i.e. money, drugs and alcohol and a sense of 
independence. 
 
Most children have been rescued and prevented from going back to prostitution by NGOs, 
clients, friends and boyfriends. These role players have provided food, shelter, clothing, and 
legitimate employment as a way of preventing children and youth from resuccumbing to 
prostitution. They also provided drugs and alcohol rehabilitation, trauma counseling and 
protected them from pimps and clients. In her study, Hesselink-Louw (2001: 255, 272-273), 
found similar results as this study, she maintains that there are important aspects that are 
needed to be addressed in order to rehabilitate children who have been in prostitution. 
 
 These aspects are: alcohol and drug rehabilitation, food, shelter and clothing, counseling (i.e. 
to address posttraumatic stress disorder and abuse), training in skills such as life skills, 
communication skills, conflict-resolution skills, anger management and decision-making 
skills, education (most children need to resume their education and often a considerable 
period has passed since they last attended school), medical assistance regarding their possible 
prior exposure to abortions, sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS. 
 
The study also reveals that most of the clients still come after the children and youth even if 
they are now rescued from prostitution. In these circumstances most of the children and youth 
when apprehended by the clients, they tell them that they are no longer into prostitution (i.e. 
they no longer sell sex), others ignore them, some run away, others swear at them (clients), 
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some get tempted to go with them, others actually go with them because they are in need for 
money. 
 
Hesselink-Louw (2001: 272-274), maintains that it is very difficult to rehabilitate children 
who have been sexually exploited. Her research has shown that to get children to turn from 
prostitution, one need to provide substitutes for the money they earn from prostitution and 
their independence (their ability to make their own choices, sustain themselves financially, 
and choose their food, socialization, eating and sleeping patterns). 
 
The following are the research questions that this study has answered: 
 
6.6 Research question 1: How are children and youth lured into 
prostitution? 
Children and youth are lured into prostitution by false promises of employment, good 
education and having easy cash. They are lured into prostitution due to social factors that are 
make them vulnerable to become the victims of prostitution. Such factors include poverty, 
unemployment of their parents and drug addiction. 
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6.7 Research question 2: How does prostitution impact the life of the 
children and youth? 
Children and youth experience severe physical abuse (for example beating) by the clients, 
pimps or traffic officers. They are often subjected to emotional abuse to perform sexual 
activities. They are often threatened with knives and guns by their clients, pimps, and brothel 
owners to perform sexual activities. They often use drugs and alcohol regularly when they are 
with clients to endure the pains, suppress the emotions, stress and embarrassment. They 
always provide sexual activities without their consent and they have to sleep with more than 
12 clients in a day to generate more money. They have had a STI during the prostituting 
period and they witness children being diagnosed HIV positive and some who have been 
killed by the clients and pimps and others who had unwanted pregnancies.  
 
6.8 Research question 3: Which factors contribute to children and youth 
resuccumbing to prostitution after being rescued? 
There are three factors that contribute to making children and youth resuccumb after being 
rescued, these factors are: money, drugs and alcohol addictions and sense of independency. 
 
6.9 Conclusion 
The researcher has fulfilled the aims of the study and has answered the research question. The 
study found that children and youth are lured into prostitution by false promises of 
employment, good educatin and having easy cash. They are lured due to social ill such as 
povery, uemployment of their parents and drug addiction which makes them vulnerable for 
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being an easy target for exploitation. They experience severe physical abuse which is been 
inflicted by the clients, pimps and traffic officers. They are also often subjected to emotional 
abuse such as being insulted to perform sexual activities. Money, drug and alcohol addictions 
and independency are the factors that make them to resuccumb to prostitution even if they 
have been rescued. Following entails the conclusion and recommendations of the study. 
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Chapter seven 
7. Conclusion and recommendations 
 
7.1 Introduction 
This chapter will delineate the conclusion of the study and the recommendations the 
researcher deems necessary for the prevention of child prostitution as well as the mediation 
for those children who have been into prostitution and prevention of the resuccumbing to 
prostitution after the children and youth have been rescued. 
 
7.2 Conclusion 
In conclusion the researcher is of the opinion that children are victims as they are sexually 
molested, abused, and raped. They are not active participants to prostitution and that external 
forces make them vulnerable and pus them into becoming the victims of sexual exploitation. 
Children should be protected from being sexually exploited and be brought back to normal 
living if they have been in prostitution and families more specially poor one, must be made 
conscious of the dangers surrounding the involvement of children into prostitution. 
 
Throughout the world children usually enter prostitution either by being abducted or lured by 
promises of employment, educational opportunities and by having money. They often 
experience severe poverty and they either drop out of school or never start school.  Some of 
these children become victims to physical, sexual and emotional abuse as well as neglect. 
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Child prostitution is a unique form of child abuse that is often hidden from the public eye. It 
is not just limited to developing countries; child prostitution is a global issue. These children 
rarely choose to engage in prostitution services but instead are tricked or lured into 
prostitution. Once in prostitution, the children face traumatic psychological and physical 
abuse that no person, much less a child, should ever have to experience.  
Those children that are lucky enough to escape remain traumatized for the rest of their lives. 
However, not all child prostitutes are able to escape the prostitution industry. 
 
The children who are sexually exploited may face long-term physical health problems caused 
by sexual abuse. This may include internal injury and reproductive problems for female 
children.  Children and youth who are in prostitution face profound psychological damage. 
They feel as if they can trust no one and often feel worthless. Psychological trauma is a huge 
danger or child in prostitution and can result in depression, anti-social behaviour, anxiety, 
dissociation, and post-traumatic stress disorder. Children and youth who are sexually 
exploited may engage in self-mutilation and be prone to suicidal tendencies. 
 
 Most of the children and youth have been rescued from prostitution more than once; it is 
evident that many children and youth are resuccumbing to prostitution after being rescued. 
Their resuccumbing to prostitution is being precipitated by money, drugs and alcohol and a 
sense of independence. Children and youth resuccumb to prostitution because of these 
mentioned factors i.e. money, drugs and alcohol and sense of independency. 
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7.3 Recommendations 
 
The responsibility to stop the commercial exploitation of children belongs to everyone in 
every community. Education, awareness raising, changing attitudes towards children, 
conscientious enforcement of the law, criminal sanctions against the abusers/clients and 
unwavering and committed leadership in this area are needed. 
 
 
Programmes are needed to reduce poverty, prevent child sexual abuse, reduce childhood 
trauma leading to the abuse of drugs and alcohol. Social development together with NGOs 
that are rescueing children and youth from prostitution should visit poor villages and slums to 
identify “at risk”families, i.e. very poor, uneducated and in debt to offer them shelters, care 
for their daughters and put them into school and give them vocational training so they can get 
a well paying job, thus giving them choice other than prostitution. 
 
Raising awareness within the public creates a step forward in preventing situations where 
children are victims. Many people in communities are still not aware of the situation and 
some of them are uninformed. The community does not know what is really going on. 
Families and communities must be educated on the topic as well. They must be provided with 
information about the harmful effect of sexual abuse and exploitation. Vocational training 
against the commercial sexual exploitation of children should be disclosed. If society is not 
informed then it does no good for agencies because there is no mutual cooperation between 
society and social services. Lack of cooperation will increase the sexual exploitation of 
children. 
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In order to reach the widest possible section of the population, a multi- media approach needs 
to be implemented. Some products that can be used are audio-visual products, media, and 
print advertisements. For example, visual products raising awareness can be presented 
through TV. Small clips or films showing the dangers of child sexual exploitation/ abuse can 
be presented during prime time and during times when children are watching as well as in 
closed circuit television. The radio can transmit the audio track of the same TV clip. The 
audio message must reach remote areas of the country in order to target population more 
effectively. Likewise, print media can also be used. Print media can send messages or hints of 
child sexual exploitation/ abuse and can be posted on billboards, posters, pamphlets, etc and 
be distributed within the public. This approach should be done at a national level. For 
example, billboards can target people’s attention. Child sexual abuse announcements can be 
advertised in buses, especially in buses that travel to remote areas where child sexual 
exploitation/ abuse is more prevalent. These places can include beaches, ports, urban sectors 
in all provinces and tourist sites. Moreover, pamphlets or stickers can be placed in 
immigration offices where there is a constant movement of people. 
 
The researcher recommends the following considerations when providing 
programmes for children who have been sexually exploited. 
• All victims need to be provided with viable alternative job opportunities through 
educational and vocational training. 
• The compulsory education system needs to be tightened up and education used to assist 
children to avoid sexual abuse and sexual exploitation. 
• further research should be undertaken to better understand the sexual exploitation 
of children and to improve the services to deal with them. Such research should focus on: 
1) further effective, culturally sensitive measures to prevent sexual exploitation of 
children 
2) the need to motivate children and youth to move away from prostitution 
3) the effectiveness of counselling techniques in rehabilitating sexually exploited 
children and youth. 
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Appendix 1 
Walter Sisulu University; Faculty of Education 
Department of Criminology 
Private Bag X1, Mthatha, 5117 
                         Cell No: 0726742403; Email: eksibanyoni@gmail.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Asking permission for conducting research in the centre 
I am Master’s student conducting a research about children and youth in prostitution. 
The aims of the research is to determine how children and youth are lured into 
prostitution; what impact has prostitution life has on the children and youth lastly what 
factors contributing to children and youth prostitutes to resuccumb into prostitution after 
being rescued from prostitution. 
The significant of conducting this research will be useful in integrating the government 
law enforcement agencies, NGOs, Parents and community member to overcome child 
prostitution in South Africa and formulating prevention programmes as well as 
identifying factors that contribute to child prostitution. The information provided by the 
child or youth from the shelter will be treated with confidentiality, anonymity and 
protected. A participant’s (child/youth) data will not be associated with his/her name or 
any other identifier (i.e. the shelter name or address, shelter workers, support stuff)  
Your centre is very important to this research because it represent hundreds of others 
which are not in the sample. The data that will be given is valuable both for planning 
prevention programmes of child prostitution in South Africa and for scientific research.  
Your permission for this study to be conducted in your centre will be highly 
appreciated.  
Yours Faithful 
Mr. Sibanyoni E.K. 
............................ 
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Appendix 2                    WALTER SISULU UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY OF EDUCATION 
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINOLOGY AND ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 
(NAME OF THE RESEARCHER)  (NAME OF SUPERVISOR) 
MR. SIBANYONI E.K.                      PROF. B. BEUKMAN 
CONSENT FORM 
(TITLE OF RESEARCH PROJECT) 
AN EXPLORATORY STUDY OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN 
PROSTITUTION WITH SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO GAUTENG PROVINCE, 
SOUTH AFRICA 
INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE 
Children and youth are asked to participate in this research study because it will help to 
initiate new prevention and intervening programme and identify factors that contributes 
to children and youth become involve in prostitution, who can lure them and how they 
can be lured into prostitution and what factors can contribute to them to go back to 
prostitution even after they have been rescued. 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this research is to determine how children and youth can be lured into 
prostitution; the impact of prostitution life has on children and youth as well as factors 
that contribute to children and youth to resuccumb to prostitution after being rescued. 
RISKS 
Some of the questions on the questionnaires that children and youth will be completing 
may touch on sensitive issues. 
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COSTS AND FINANCIAL RISKS 
There are no financial costs directly associated with participation in this project. 
Services from support staff are provided at no costs to you. 
BENEFITS 
There is no guarantee that you will benefit directly from the study. However, the 
investigator believes that the shelter might benefit from the findings of the research 
concerning how to prevent resuccumbing of child after being rescued from prostitution. 
COMPENSATION 
The researcher can compensate the shelter by volunteering/working in a shelter for a 
specific period of time, helping with children in a shelter. 
ALTERNATIVES 
Participation in this research project is entirely voluntary and children may choose not to 
participate or decline at any time of the research if they fell to do so. 
 CONFIDENTIALITY 
The investigator will keep all the information collected in this study strictly confidential, 
the children’s and youth identity will be protected in such a way that the information 
given by them would not be traced back to them or link to them, except as may be 
required by court order or by law. If any publication results from this research, you will 
not be identified by name. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Participation in this study is entirely voluntary, and children and youth are free to refuse 
participation. They may discontinue participation at any time without prejudice or 
without jeopardising the future care either of themselves or their family members. 
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SUBJECT RIGHTS 
Children and youth have a right to refrain from participation if they feel to do so; they 
have a right to ask for clarification to unambiguous questions; they have a right not to 
divulge sensitive personal information about themselves; they have a right to 
information after the study has been completed. 
If you have any questions pertaining in this research study, you may contact the 
principal investigator, PROFESSOR. B. BEUKMAN, by telephoning (083)6530555 or 
emailing her at bbeukman@wsu.ac.za 
CONCLUSION 
By signing below, you are indicating that you have read and understood the consent 
form and that you agree on behalf of the children to participate in this research study. 
Subject’s signature          Date 
………………………………….                                                   
…………………………….. 
Interview’s signature          Date 
…………………………………..                 
 ………………………………… 
Witness’s signature            Date 
............................................    ......................................... 
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Questionnaire  
NB: “TO THE RESPONDENTS” 
Most of the questions the researcher is asking you to answer in this questionnaire ask you for 
facts about yourself or others you know: please answer each of these to the best of your 
ability. The researcher appreciate accuracy just use your memory as best as you can. 
On these questions, obviously, there is no right or wrong answers. What the researcher wants 
to know is just what you think. When you are not quite certain what your answers should be, 
please give us the choice that appeals to you more at the moment. 
None of the questions should be hard or tricky; you will find them both short and easy. Please 
remember that it is you the researcher is trying to find out about. It will be best; therefore, if 
you will fill the entire questionnaire before you discuss any of the questions with anyone else. 
After you are finished with the questionnaire, please feel free to discuss it, but be sure you 
promptly return the filled-out questionnaire. 
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imibuzo 
 
NB: kuba phenduli 
Lemibuzo umphenyi akubuza yona ucela ulwazi lwakho ngawe nabanye abantu obaziyo. 
Ngicela uphendule lemibuzo ngokwethembeka. Kulemibuzo ayikho impendulo ekahle noma 
engasikahle, umphandi ufuna ukwazi ukuthi ucabangani. uma ungaqiinisekanga 
ngempendulo yakho, vele unikeze oyicabangayo. 
Ayikho imibuzo enzima, yonke imibuzo imfushane futhi ilula, khumbula, nguwe umphandi 
afunisisa nagaye, umphandi angathanda uma ningaqale niphendule imibuzo ngaphambi 
kokuba nibuzane nina. Uma niqeda ukuphendula imibuzo, ningakhululeka nixoxisane 
ngemibuzo le benibuzwa yona 
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE RESEARCH RESPONDENTS/IMIBUZO 
YABAPHENDULI/ DIPOTSISO TSA BAARABI/BAFETODI 
 
SECTION A: Demographical information of the respondents 
/Imininingwana yomphenduli/ 
Please circle your answer/ngicela uzungeze impendulo wakho 
1) How do you define your Gender?/Ungathi uyi?/Okare omo eng? 
1=Female/Ntombazana/ Mosadi  
 
2=Male/Ungumfana/ Monna  
 
2) How old are you (in years)?/Uneminyaka emingaki?/O nale mengwaga eme kae? 
1 7-9years  
2 10-13 years  
3 14-16 years  
4 17-18 years  
5 19-20 years  
 
3) What is your racial group?/Unguluphi uhlanga?/ O wa lebala lefe? 
1=African/mafrika/MoAfrika  
 
2=White/ngumlungu/Lekgowa  
3=Coloured/boesman/Lecoured  
4=Indian/Asian/mdiya/Lekula  
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4) Other, please specify/uma ongolunye uhlanga chaza/Gee le gore owa lebala le lengwe, 
hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5) What is your home language? (Language spoken most often at your home}Ngabe 
ukhuluma liphi ulimu?/Leleme la gago ke lefe? 
Afrikaans/isibhu
nu/Seburu 
 Sesotho  
English/isingisi/
Sekisimane 
 Setswana  
IsiNdebele  Sepedi  
IsiXhosa  Tshivenda  
IsiZulu  Xitsonga  
Swahili  
 
Shona 
 
 
    
6) Other, please specify/uma ukhuluma olunye ulimu elingekho ngenhla lichaze/ Ge ele 
gore o bolela leleme le lengwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
7) Are you South African?/ingabe ungowase Ningizimu Afrikha?/O mo Afrika Borwa 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
8) If no, what country were you born in?/uma uthi cha, wazalelwa kuliphi izwe?/Ge ele 
gore aowa, o belegetswe nageng efe? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9) How long have been living in Gauteng?/ Unesikhathi esingakanani uhlala egoli?/O nale 
nako e ntsi bjang o dula Gauteng/ 
1 Less than one year/ngaphantsi 
konyaka/Katlase ga ngwaga 
 
2 5 years/unyaka owodwa ukuya 
kwemihlanu/Ngwaga o tee go ya go ye 
hlano 
 
3 6-10 years/iminyaka eyisithupha ukuya 
kweyishumi/ Megwaga ye tshela go ya go ye 
lesome 
 
4 More than 10 years/Noma iminyaka edlula 
kweyishumi/Mengwaga ye e fetago ye 
lesome 
 
 
10)  What is your highest level of education?/Uphele kabani esikoleni?/O fihlile go mphato 
ofe sekolong? 
1 Grade 12  
2 Grade 11  
3 Grade 10  
4 Grade 9  
5 Grade 8  
6 Grade 7  
7 Less than grade 7  
 
11) Other (please specify), /Uma kukhona okunye chaza kabanzi/Ge e le gore ke tse 
dingwe, hlalosa 
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___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
12) What is the highest educational qualification of each of your parents/guardian?/Abazali 
bakho noma umuntu okugcinile baphela kubani esikoleni?/Batswadi goba bahlokomedi 
bag ago ba fihlile ka mphato ofe? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Mother Father Female 
Guardian 
Male 
Guardian 
1 No schooling/Abafundanga/Ga se batsena 
sekolo 
1 1 1 1 
2 Up to std 1/Grade 3/ABET /Baphela ka std 
2/Ba feletsi ka std 1 
2 2 2 2 
3 Std 2-std 3/ Grade 4-5 3 3 3 3 
4 Std 4-std 5/ Grade 6-7 4 4 4 4 
5 Std 6- Std 7/Grade 8-9 5 5 5 5 
6 Std 8- Std 9/Grade 9-10 6 6 6 6 
7 Std 10/ Grade 12 7 7 7 7 
8 Certificate or Diploma with Grade 12 8 8 8 8 
9 Bachelors Degree 9 9 9 9 
10 Post-graduate degree 
(HDE/HONS/MASTERS/PhD) 
10 10 10 10 
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SECTION B: Consists of questions about how children and youth are 
lured into prostitution (The route to prostitution)./lesi sicezu 
esiqukethe ulwazi lokuthi kungani noma kuzakanjani ukuthi 
abantwana bathengise ngemizimba yabo/Seripa se senale 
dipotsiso tsa gore go tlile bjang gore bana ba kgwebe ka mebele 
yabona 
 
13) Is your mother alive?/Umama wakho usaphila yini?/Mma wag ago o sapela? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
14) Does your mother live with you?/Ngabe umama wakho uhlala nawe?/Mma wag ago o 
dula le wena? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
15) If not, how often do you see her?Uma engahlali nawe, umbona kangaphi?/Ge ele gore 
aowa, ommona gantsi bjang?  
1=Daily or almost daily/nsuku zonke/Letsatsi ka 
letsatsi 
 
2=At least once a week/kanye ngeviki/Ga tee ka 
beke 
 
3=At least every second week/evikini 
lesibili/Beke ya bo bedi 
 
4=At least once or twice a month/kanye noma 
kabili enyangeni/Ga tee goba ga bedi mo 
kgweding  
 
5=At least once or twice in every six 
months/kanye noma kabili enyangeni 
esithupha/Ga tee goba ga bedi ka morago ga 
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kgwedi tse tshela 
6=At least once a year/kanye ngonyaka/Ga tee 
mo ngwageng 
 
7=Never/awukaze umbone/Ga le boning  
 
 
16) If your mother passed away, how old were you when she passed away?/Uma Umama 
wakho washona, wawuneminyaka emingaki?/Ge ele gore Mma wag ago ohlokofetse, obe 
onale mengwaga e mekae ge a hlokofala? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
17) Is your father alive?/Ngabe ubaba wakho uyaphila?/Ntate wag ago o sa phela? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
18) Does your father lives with you?/Ngabe ubaba wakho uhlala nawe?/O dula le ntate wa 
gago 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
19) If, not how do you see him?/Uma ubaba wakho engahlali nawe, umbona kangaki?/Ge 
ele gore a o duli le yena, o mmona gantsi bjang? 
1 1=Daily or almost daily/Nsuku zonke/Letsatsi  ka letsatsi  
 
2 2=At least once a week/kanye evikini/Ga tee ka beke  
 
3 3=At least every second week/evikini lesibili/Bekeng ya bo 
bedi 
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4 4=At least once or twice a month /kanye noma kabili 
enyangeni/Ga tee goba ga bedi mo kgweding 
 
5 At least once or twice in every six months/kanye noma 
kabili kunyanga eziyisithupha/Ga tee goba ga bedi ka 
morago ga kgwedi tse tshela 
 
6 At least once a year/kanye ngonyaka/Ga tee mo ngwageng  
7 Never/Awukaze umbone/Ga le boning  
 
20) If your father passed away, how old were you when he passed away?/Uma ubaba 
wakho sewashona, wawu neminyaka emingaki?/Ge ele gore ohlokofetse, obe o nale 
mengwaga e mekae ge ahlokafala?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
21) How many persons or family members including yourself lived in your 
household?/Bangaki abantu abahlala kini noma abomndeni wakho?/Ke batho ba bakae 
ba badulang ka ga genu? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
22) Is your home were you staying with your:/Ubuhlala nobani kini?/Obe o dula le mang 
ga genu? 
1= Mother/Nomama/Mma  
2= Father/Nobaba/Tate  
3= Sister(s)/Nodade/ 
wakho/Sesi yago 
 
4=Brother(s)/Nabafowenu/Abuti 
ba gago 
 
5=Alone/Wedwa/O e tee  
6=Relatives/Nezihlobo/Ba leloko  
 
201 
 
23) Other, (please specify)/Uma bekhona abanye ngobani, chaza/Ba gona ba bangwe? 
hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24) How many persons or family members in your home were working?/Bangaki abantu 
abasebenzayo kini?/Ke ba bakae batho bao ba somago ka ga genu? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
25) Which of your parents/guardian were working at the time you left home?/Ngubani 
okade sebenza kini ngaphambi kokuthi uhambe kini?/Ke mang a bego a soma ge o 
tsamaya gae? 
1=Mother/Umama/Mma Yes/Yebo/Ee NO/Cha/Aowa 
2=Father/Ubaba/Tate Yes/Yebo/Ee NO/Cha/Aowa 
3=Guardian/Umuntu 
okugcinile/Mohlokomedi 
Yes/Yebo/Ee NO/Cha/Aowa 
4=Sister/Udadwenu/Sesi Yes/Yebo/Ee NO/Cha/Aowa 
5=Brother/Umfowenu/Buti Yes/Yebo/Ee NO/Cha/Aowa 
 
26) How many people in your home were or are receiving a social grant?/Bangaki abantu 
abahola impesheni  kini?/Ke batho ba bakae ga genu bao ba hwetsago mphiwa fela? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
27)  What was the main source of your family’s income?/Beniyi thola kanjani imali kini?/Le 
be le iphidisa ka tshele ya go tswa kae? 
1 Formal salary/earning on which you pay income tax/Ngeholo lomsebenzi  la 
ukhokhel khona intela/Ka mogolo woo o lefago tax 
 
2 Government pensions/Grants (e.g old age pension, disability grant)/Ngemali 
yempesheni/Ka mphiwa fela 
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3 Grants/donations by private welfare organizations/  
4 Contributions by adult family member/ninakekelwa ngamalinga omdeni  
5 5=Contributions by relatives/Ninakekelwa yizihlobo  
28) How close or attached were you to your mother? Would you say:/Ungasho ukuthi 
ubusondele kangakanani nomama wakho, Ungath/Setswalle sag ago le mmago se be se 
le bjang? Okare le be le le: 
1 Very close/Bewusondele kakhulu/Se tiile 
kudu 
 
 
2 Close/Bewusondele nje/Se tiile  
 
3 Not close/Bewunga sondelanga/Se be 
sesatia 
 
4 Never be close/Azange usondelane/A 
retsebe go tlwaelana 
 
 
29) Were you close or attached to your father? Would you say: Ungasho ukuthi ubusondele  
kangakanani nobaba wakho, ungathi:/Setswalle sag ago le papago se be se le bjang ? 
Okare le be lele: 
 
1 1=Very close/Bewusondele kakhulu/se tiilekudu  
2 2=Close/Bewusondele nje/Se tiile  
3 3=Not close/Bewungasondelanga kakhulu/Se be 
sesatia 
 
4 4=Never be close/Azange usondelane/A retsebego 
tlwaelana 
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30) How close or attached were you to your friends?/Ungasho ukuthi ubusondele 
kangankanani nabangani bakho?/Setswalle sag ago le bagwera bag ago se be se le 
bjang? 
1 1=Very close/Bewusondele kakhulu  
2 2=Close/Bewusondele nje  
3 3=Not close/Bewungasondelanga kakhulu  
4 4=Never be close/Azange usondelane  
 
31) Were you close or involved to any social groupings?/Ingabe bewuyi  ncenye yecembu 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
32) If yes, what was it?/Uma Yebo, bekuyinin?/Ge ele gore ee, ke sehloa safe? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
33) Were you committed to something before joining the industry of selling sex?/Ngabe 
ikhona into ebe uzibadakanye kuyo ngaphambi uthengise ngomzimba wakho?/Go nale 
seo o bego o ikamile ka sona pele ga ge o thoma go kgweba kammele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
34) If yes, what was is it?/Umma yebo, Yini, ichaz/Ge ele gore ee, ke eng seo? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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35) Were you involved to any conventional activities such as:Ngabe bewu zibandakanye 
kwi/ Obe o tsea karolo ka dipapading? 
1 Sports  
2 Dancing  
3 Acting  
4 Social groupings  
 
36) Other, please specify/kukhona okunye, chaza/tsw dingwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
37) How do you feel about societal rules that tell you how to live your life?/Ngabe uzizwa 
kanjani ngemigomo nemithetho yasekuhlaleni ekuphocelela ukuthi fuze uphile kanjani? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
38) Do you think societal rules are being fair?/Ingabe ucabanga ukuthi imithetho 
yomphakathi ilingile? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
39) If No, why? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
40) Have you been tricked into prostitution?/ Ukhohlisiwe ukuze uthengise ngomzimba 
wakho? /O foraforetsitswe gore o kgwebe ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
205 
 
41) How have you been tricked into prostitution?/ Wakhohliswa kanjani ukuze uthengise 
ngomzimba wakho?/O foraforetsitswe bjang gore o kgwebe ka mmele? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
42) Who tricked you into prostitution?/ Ngubani lowo owakukhohlisa?/O foraforetsitswe 
ke mang? 
1 Pimp  
2 Parent(s) /Bazali/Batswadi  
3 Friends/Bangani/Bagwera  
4 Relatives/Izihlobo zakho/Meloko  
 
43) Other, (please specify)/Uma bekhona abanye, ngobani, chaza/Ba  teng babangwe, 
hlalosa  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
44) Have your Mother forced you to sell sex?/Ngabe Umama wakho wakuphoqa udayise 
ngomziba wakho?/O gapeleditswe ke Mmago gore o kgwebe ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
45) Have your Father forced you to sell sex?/Ngabe ubaba wakho wakuphoqa udayise 
ngomziba wakho?/O gapeleditswe ke papago gore o kgwebe ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
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46) Did anybody other than your parents force you to sell sex?/Ngabe ukhona omunye 
umuntu owakuphoqa ukuthi udayise ngomzimba wakho ngaphandle kwabazali 
bakho?Ntle le batswadi bag ago, go nale yo a go gapeleditsego go kgweba ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
47) If yes, who?/Uma ekhona, ngubani?/Ge ele gore ee, mang? 
 
47) Have your Mother encouraged you to have sex for money?/Ngabe umama wakho 
wakugqugquzelela ukuthi udayise ngomzimba wakho?/Mmago obe a go hlohleletsa gore 
o kgwebe ka mmele?   
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
48) Have your Father encourage you to have sex for money?/Ngabe ubaba wakho 
wakugqugquzelela ukuthi udayise ngomzimba wakho?/Papago obe a go hlohleletsa gore 
o kgwebe ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
49) Did anybody other than your Mother or Father encourage you to have sex for 
money?/Ngabe ukhona omunye umuntu ngaphandle komama noma ubaba 
owakugqugquzelela ukuthi udayise ngombimba wakho?/Ntle le batswadi, go nale motho 
yo a bego a go hlohleletsa gore o kgwebe ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
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50) If yes, who?/Uma wayekhona, Ngubani?/Ge ele gore ee, mang? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
51) Did you know anybody who was in prostitution before you enter the industry?/Ukhona 
umuntu omaziyo odayisa ngomzimba ngaphambi kokuba wena udayise ngomzimba?/Pele 
gage o kgweba ka mmele, go nale motho yo obego o mo tseba a kgweba ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
52) If yes, who?/Uma ekhona Ngubani?/Ge ele gore ee, mang? 
 
1=Friend(s)/Ngaba 
Ngani/ Bagwera 
 
2=Relative 
member/Izihlobo/Meloko 
 
3=Family 
member/Umndeni 
wakho/Ba le lapa 
 
4=Community member/ 
Umuntu wase 
kuhlaleni/Motho wa 
 
 
53) Were you close to that person?/Ubusondelene yini nalowo muntu?/Setswalle sa lena 
se be se tiile? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
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54) Did that person teach you how to become a prostitute?/Ngabe lowo muntu nguye 
owakufundisa ukuthi udayiswa kanjani umzimba?/Motho yoo o go rutile gore go kgwebja 
bjang ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
55) If Yes, how?/Uma yebo, kanjani?/Ge ele gore ee, bjang? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
56) Did he/she use certain techniques in teaching you how to sell your body?Ngabe zikhona 
izinto owazisebenzisa ekufundiseni ngokudayisa ngomzimba?/Go nale dilo tseo a di 
somisitsego go o ruta go kgweba ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
57) Did you learned certain ways of selling sex from this person?/Ngabe zikhona izindlela 
ezithile akufundisa zona ngokudayisa ngomzimba?/O ithutile ditsela tsa go kgweba 
kammele go yena? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
58) How long did you know that person who taught you how to become a 
prostitute?/Umazi isikhathi esingakanani lomuntu owakufundisa ngokudayisa 
ngomzimba?/O nale nako e kakang o tseba motho yo a go rutilego go kgweba ka mmele? 
 
1 Less than a year/ngaphantsi konyaka  
2 One to two years/Unyaka owodwa ukuya 
kwemibili 
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3 Three to four years/Iminyaka emithathu 
ukuya kwenine 
 
4 Five and more years/Iminyaka emihlanu 
nangaphezulu 
 
 
59) Have your parent(s) sell you to big daddy’s to have sex with for the money?/Ngabe 
abazali bakho bakudayisa kobaba abdala ukuze wabelane nabo ngocansi 
ngemali?/Batswadi ba gago baile ba go rekisa gore o thome go kgweba ka mmele?   
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
60) How long have you worked as a child who is selling sex?/Unesikhathi esingakanani 
udayisa ngomzimba wakho?/O nale nako ekakang o kgweba ka mmele? 
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
61) Do you know someone who has been forced to sell sex?/Ngabe ukhona umuntu 
omaziyo owaphoqa ukuthi adayise ngomzimba wakhe?/Go nale motho yo o motsebago a 
ilego a gapeletswa go kgweba ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
62) If yes, who?/Uma Yebo, ngubani?/Ge ele gore ee, mang? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
63) Did poverty force you to sell sex? /Ngabe inhlupheko ikuphoqile ukuthi udayise 
ngomzimba wakho?/Ekaba ke go hlaka/go sokola o go gapeleditsego go kgweba ka 
mmele?  
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
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64) Did unemployment of your parents force you to sell sex?/ingabe ukungasebenzi 
kwabazali bakho kukuphoqile ukuthi udayise ngomzimba wakho?/Ekaba go se some ga 
batswadi go go gapeleditse go kgweba ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
65) Does drug addiction makes children to be involved in prostitution?/Ngabe 
izidakamizwa zenza abantwana badayise ngemizimba yabo?/Somiso ya diokobatsi e dira 
gore bana ba kgwebe ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
66) Have you been involved in selling sex due to drugs addictions?/Ingabe wenziwe zidaka 
mizwa ukuthi udayise ngomzimba wakho?/Ke diokobatsi tseo di dirilego gore o kgwebe 
ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
67) Did you considered prostitution as an abuse?/Ingabe ukudayisa ngomzimba wakho 
wakukubona njenge nhlukunyezo?/Naa o bona go kgweba ka mmele ele hloriso? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
68) Did you considered selling sex as a form of labour?/ Ucabanga ukudayisa ngomzimba 
kungumsebenzi? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
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69) Did you considered selling sex as a way of surviving?/Ingabe ucabanga ukudayisa 
ngomzimba wakho kuyindlela yokuphila?/Naa o bona go kgweba ka mmele ele tsela ya 
go iphilisa? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
70) Did selling sex help you to support yourself financially?/Ingabe ukudayisa ngomzimba 
wakho kukuncedile ukuthi ube nemali?/Go kgweba ka mmele go othusitse gore obe le 
tshelete? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
71) Did selling sex help you to support your family financially?/Ngabe ukudayisa 
ngomzimba wakho kukucedile ukuwondla umndeni wakho?/Go kgweba ka mmele go 
thusitse lapa la genu ka tshelete?  
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
72) If no, why?/Umakukuthi Cha, kungani?/Ge  ele gore Aowa, gobaneng? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
73) Do you think selling sex is a crime?/Ingabe ucabanga ukuthi ukudayisa ngomzimba 
ukuphula umnthetho?/O nagana gore go kgweba ka mmele ke molato? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
74) Do think selling sex should be legalised?/Ingabe ucabanga fuze kugunyenzwe 
ukuthengisa ngomzimba?/O nagana gore go kgweba ka mmele go swanetse go ba 
molaong? 
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1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
75) How much money did you earn in a month?/Bowu hola malini nge nyanga?/O gola 
bokae ka kgwedi? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
76) Who decided how much you should charge your clients? Is it/Ngubani bekakutjela 
ukuthi ubize malini ngokuthengisa ngomzimba wakho?/Ke mang a go botsago gore o 
bitse bokae ka go kgweba ka mmele? 
1=Self/Nguwena/Nna  
2=Pimp  
3=Parents/Bazali/Batswadi  
4=Boyfriend/Ngumfana 
/wakho/lesogana lago 
 
 
77) other, (please specify)/Ngabanye abantu, Chaza/B bangwe, hlalosa 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
78) Did you keep all the money you got from clients?/Bewuyilondila yonke imali 
obewuyithola ngokudayisa umzimba wakho kubantu obewubadayisela?/O e swara 
kamoka tshelete yeo o e dirilego ge o kgueba? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
79) Who else got a part of the money you earn from each client?/Ingabe ubani omunye 
umuntu obethola kwimali oyenze ngokudayisa umzimba wakho?/Ke mangy o mongwe a 
hwetsago tshelete yeo o idirilego ka go kgweba ka mmele? 
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1 No-one only self/nguwe wedwa/wena o le 
tee 
 
2 Pimp  
3 Family/Numdeni wakho/Ba lelapa  
4 Parent(s)/Bazali Bakho/Batswadi  
5 Boyfriend/Ngumfana wakho/Lesogana 
lagago 
 
 
80) Other (please specify)/Bakhona abanye, Chaza obani/Ba Bangwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
81) Did you give all the money you earned to someone else?/Ukhona umuntu obewumnika 
yonke imali yokudayisa ngomzimba?/Go nale motho yo o mofang tshelete ka moka yeo o 
e dirilego? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
82) If yes, why?/Uma Yebo, kutheni?/Ge ele gore ee, gobaneng? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
83) If No, why?/Uma Cha, kutheni?/Ge ele gore aowa, gobaneng? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
214 
 
84) Did you have specific working hours?/INgabe bewunawo amahora athile 
wokusebenza?/Ekaba o nale diiri tse diitsego tsa go soma? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
85) If yes, what are they?/Uma Yebo bekhona bekemangaki?/Ge ele gore ee, ke tse dife?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
86) If no, how did your working hours worked?/Uma engekho wawusebenza kanjani?/Ge  
ele gore aowa, obe o soma bjang? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
87) Have you worked with a pimp? (a pimp might be a person who tricked you into selling 
sex, who controls you and the money you work for is directly payed to him)/Ingabe 
wawusebenza ne pimp( i-pimp umuntu okupoqelela ngenkani ukuthi udayise ngomzimba 
wakho, imali ibe ngeyakhe)/O be o soma le pimp? (pimp ke motho yo a go foraforeditsego 
gore o kgwebe ka mmele, o a go laola ebile tshelete e lefwa go yena? 
 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
88) If no, who have you worked with?/Uma kungenjalo, wawusebenza nobani?/Ge ele 
gore Aowa, obe o soma le mang? 
1 Alone/Wedwa/Ole tee  
2 Friends/Nabangani/Bagwera  
3 Relatives/Nezihlobo/Meloko  
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89) Other (please specify)/Uma Bekhona abanye bachaza/Ba bangwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
90) If yes, did the pimp provide you with?/Uma yebo bewusebenza nepimp beyikunika 
i:/Ge ele gore ee, obe a go niya: 
1 Accommodation/Indawo yokuhlala/Madule  
2 Access to drugs/izidaka mizwa/Diokobatsi  
3  Protection from violence/Ikuvikela ezingozini/A go sileletsa  
 
91) Other (please specify)/Uma kukhona okunye Kuchaze/Tse dingwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
SECTION C: Contains questions about the impact of the 
prostitution life on the children and youth (consequences and risks 
associated with child prostitution) 
92) Have you being rape by pimps?/Wake wadlengulwa yi-pimp?/Sale wa kata ke pimp? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
93) Have you ever been beaten by the client?/Wake washaywa ngumuntu omthengisela 
umzimba wakho?/Sale wa bethwa ke mothi yo o mo rekisetsago? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
94) Has a client refused to pay you?/Ingabe umuntu omdayisela ngomzimba wakho ukhe 
wala ukukukhokela?/Motho yo omo rekisetsago sale a gana go o lefa? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
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2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
95) Have you ever been beaten to perform sexual activities?/Ingabe uke washaywa ukuze 
uthengise ngomzimba wakho?/Sale wa betwa gore o robale le motho?   
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
96) If yes, by who?/Uma uke washaywa, ubani?/Ge ele gore ee, ke mang? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
97) Have you ever been emotionally abuse to perform sexual activities?/Ingabe wakhe 
wahlukunyezwa ngokomqondo ukuze uthengise ngomzimba wakho?/Sale wa sotlwa 
moyeng gore o robale le motho? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
98) Have you ever been threatened with knives to continue with sexual activities?/Ingabe 
ukhe wasabiswa ngo mese ukuze uthengise ngomzimba?/Sale wa tshosetswanka thipa 
gore o robale lemotho?  
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
99) If yes, by who?/Uma yebo, Ngubani?/Ge ele gore ee, ke 
mang?_____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
100) Have you ever been threatened with guns to continue with sexual activities?/Ingabe 
ukhe wasabiswa ngesibhamu ukuze uthengise ngomzimba?/Sale wa tshosetswa ka 
sethunya gore o robale le motho? 
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1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
101) If yes, by who?/Uma yebo, Ngubani?/Ge ele gore ee, ke 
mang?_____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
102) Have you ever use drugs?/Ingabe wazisebenzisa izidakamizwa?/Sale wa somisa 
diritibatsi/diokobatsi? 
1 Never/Azange/Ga ke tsebe go disomisa  
2 Occasionally (less than once a week)/Ngesinye isikhathi/Ka nako tse dingwe  
3 Often (once a week)/Kanye evekini/Ga tee mo bekeng  
4 Regularly (everyday)/Nsuku zonke/Matsatsi ka moka  
5 Only with clients/Uma unomuntu omdayisela ngomzimba/Ge fela o nale 
motho yo o morekisetsago 
 
6 Yes, in the past/iyebo, esikhathini/Ee, kgale esidlulile  
 
103) Other (please specify)/Uma kukhona okunye kuchaze/tse dingwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
104) Have you ever used alcohol?/Ingabe usewaphuza utshwala?/Gale wa nwa bjala? 
1 Never/Zange/Ga ke tsebe go nwa  
2 Occasionally (less than once a week)/Ngesinye isikhathi/Ka nako tse 
dingwe 
 
3 Often (once a week)/Kanye evekini/Ga tee ka beke  
4 Regularly (everyday)/Nsuku zonke/Matsatsi ka moka  
5 Only with clients/Uma unomuntu omdayisela ngomzimba/Ge fela o nale  
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motho yo o morekisetsago 
6 Yes, in the past/Iyebo, isikhathini esidlulileko/Ee, kgale  
 
105) If you did used drugs, what drugs did you used?/Uma wake wazisebenzisa izidaka 
mizwa ngabe ngeziphi?/Ge  ele gore sale wa somisa diokobatsi, tse dife?  
1 Tik (crystal meth)  
2 Crack (rocks)  
3 Cocaine  
4 Dagga  
5 Heroin  
6 Poppers  
 
106) Other (please specify)/Uma zikhona ezinye zichaze/Tse dingwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
107) If you did used alcohol, what alcohol did you used?/Uma wake waphuza utshwala 
ngobuphi?/Ge el gore o nwa bjala, o nwa mohuta mang? 
1 Hot stuff (i.e whiskey, Brandy, Vodka)  
2 Cinder ( i.e Redds, Savannah, Smirnoffspin, act)  
3 Wine (i.e graca, st annah)  
 
108) other, (please specify)/Uma bukhona obunye obengekho ngenhla buchaze/Tse 
dingwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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109) Have you ever been paid in drugs instead of money?/Ingabe wakhokhelwa 
ngezidakamizwa, endaweni yemali?/Sale wa lefwa ka diokobatsi esego tshelete? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
110) Have you gone without the drug for a period of time?/Ingabe wasihlala isikhathi eside 
ungasebenzisi izidakamizwa?/Sale wa tlogela diokobatsi lebakayana? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
111) How long was the longest period?/Uma kunjalo kwaba yisikhathi esingakanani?/O 
tlogetse nako e kakang? 
1 one-week/Iveki/Beke  
2 two-weeks/Amaveki 
amabili/Beke tsepedi 
 
3 three-weeks/Amaveki 
amathathu/Dibeke tse tharo 
 
4 1-2 months/Inyanga eyodwa 
oma ezimbili/kgwedi goya go 
tse pedi 
 
5 3-4 moths/Izinyanga ezitathu 
noma ezine/Dikgwedi tse tharo 
go ya go tse nne 
 
 
112) Other, (please specify)/Uma zikhona ezinye zichaze/Tse dingwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
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113) Have you ever provided sexual activities against your will?/Ingabe wadayisa 
ngomzimba wakho ungafuni?/Gale wa robala le motho o sa nyake? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
114) How were your working conditions?/Indawo obusebenzela kuyo beyinjani?/Lefelo leo 
o bego o soma go lona le be le lebjang? 
1 Very Good/Beyilunge kakhulu/Le be le lokile 
kudu 
 
2 Good/Beyilungile/Le lokile  
3 Bad/beyingalungile/Lele mpe  
4 Worse/Beyingalungile kakhulu/Lele mpe kudu  
 
115) Please, explain briefly/Ngicela uchaze beyinjani kafishane/Ke kgopela o hlalose 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
116) How many clients have you rendered sexual services to in a day?/Bangaki Abantu 
owawu badayisela ngomzimba wakho ngelanga?/O kgwebela batho ba ba kae ka 
letsatsi? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
117) Did you have a free access to condoms when you were having sexual activities?/Ingabe 
wawuthola amakhondomu uma uzokwabelana ngocansi?/O be o hwetsa dikgotlobo 
mahala pele ga thobalano? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
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118) How easy was it to have access to condoms, would you say its was:/Ungathi bekulula 
kangakanani ukuthola ikhondomu?/O kare go be go le bonolo bjang go hwetsa 
dikgotlobo? 
1 1=Very easy/Bekulula kakhulu/Bonolo kudu  
2 2=Some what easy/Bekulula nje/Bonolo nyana  
3 3=Difficult/Bekunzima/Bothatha  
4 4=Very difficult/Bekunzima kakhulu/Bothatha kudu  
 
119) Have you ever had an STIs?/Ingabe wabanaso isifo sangaphansi?/Sale wa ba le 
malwetsi a thobalano? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
120) Have you had access to contraceptives?/ingabe bewuzivikela ukuthi 
ungakhulelwa?/O be o somisa dithibeli pelegi? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
121) Do you know any child selling sex who was diagnosed HIV positive?/Ingabe ikhona 
ingane oyaziyo onesandulela ngculaza edayisa ngomzimba wakhe?/O tseba ngwana yoo 
a nago le phamkate a kgwebago ka mme? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
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122) Did you know any child you worked with who had an unwanted pregnancy?/Ingabe 
ikhona ingane obewusebenza nayo yakhulelwa ngoku ngenhloso?/O tseba motho yo o 
somilego le yena a e thwelego a sa nagana? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
123) Have you had unwanted pregnancy due to selling sex?/Wake wakhulelwa ngoku 
ngenhloso ekudayiseni kwakho umzimba?/Sale wa ima (go ithwala) ka go kgweba ka 
mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
124) If Yes, What happened to the pregnancy?/Uma wkhulelwa, kwenzakalani ngesisu?/Ge  
ele gore ee, go diregileng ka go ima (ithwala)? 
1 Kept it/Wasigcina/O e thwele  
 
2 Aborted it/Wasikhipha/O ntshitse  
3 Adoption/Wanikisa ngengane/O 
moneetsi 
 
 
125) Have you been asked to abort it?/Ingabe watshelwa ukuthi sikhiphe?/Sale wa botswa 
gore o e ntshe dimpa? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
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126) Have you ever been beaten to induce miscarriage?/Ingabe washawa kwaze 
kwaphuma isisu?/Sale wa betwa gore untsha mpa? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
127) Do you know other child prostitutes who were beaten to induce miscarriage?/Ingabe 
ikhona ingane edayisa ngomzimba oyaziyo, eyashawa kwathiwa mayikhiphe isisu?/O 
gona motho yo motsebago a kgwebago ka mmele a bethilwego go ntsha mpa? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
128) Did you know any child prostitutes who were killed by the pimps in refusing to sell 
sexual services?/Ingabe ikhona ingane edayisa ngomzimba wayo oyaziyo eyabulalwa 
ngumuntu omphethe(pimp)?/Otseba mokgwebi ka mmele a ilego a bolawa ke pimp ge a 
gana go kgweba? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
129) Did you know any child prostitutes who were killed by the client in refusing to sleep 
with him?/Ingabe ikhona ingane edayisa ngomzimba oyaziyo eyabulalwa ngumuntu 
owaye mdayisela ngomzimba wayo?/O tseba mokgwebi ka mmele a ilego a bolawa ke 
moreki ge a gana go robala le yena? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
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SECTION D: Consist of questions about factors contributing to 
children and youth resuccumbing to prostitution after being 
rescued from prostitution, the rehabilitation and places of 
safey/Lesicezu sinemubuzo, yingani izingane ziphindela zyodayisa 
ngemizimba yazo  
 
130) Have you ever been rescued from prostitution?/Ingabe wake wayekiswa ukuthi 
ungadayisi ngomzimba wakho?/Sale wa pholoswa go kgweba ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
131) If yes, how many times have you been rescued from selling sex?/Umma yebo, 
Kukangaphi uyekiswa ukudayisa ngomzimba wakho?/Ge ele gore ee, o pholosiswe ga kae 
go kgweba ka mmele? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
132) if No, is this your first time been rescued from selling sex?/Umma cha, ingabe uyaqala 
ukuyekiswa ukuthengisa ngomzimba wakho?/Gore Aowa, a wathoma go pholoswa go 
kgweba ka mmele? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
133) What can makes you to go back to prostitution even after you have been rescued?/Yini 
engakwenza ubuyele ekudayiseni ngomzimba wakho futhi?/Ke eng seo se kao dirago gore 
o bowele go kgweba gape? 
1 Drugs and alcohol/izidakamizwa,notjwala/Diokobatsi le bjala  
2 Money/yimali/Tshelete  
3 Sense of independency/Wukuzimela/Go ke emela  
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134) Other (please specify)/Uma kukhona okunye kuchaze/tse dingwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
135) Did any one try to prevent you from going back to prostitution?/Ingabe ukhona yini 
umuntu owakunqabela noma wakunqanda ukuthi uyodayisa ngomzimba wakho?/Go nale 
motho yo a lekilego go o thibela go boela go kgweba? 
 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
136) if yes by whom,/Uma ekhona, Ngubani?/Ge ele gore ee, mang? 
1 NGO Shelter/indlu egcina izingane ezazidayisa 
ngemizimba wazo/Lefelo leo le hlokomelago bana ba 
go kgweba ka mmele 
 
2 Client/Ngumuntu omdayiisela ngomzimba/Motho yo o 
bego o mokgwebela ka mmele? 
 
3 Mother/Ngumama/Mma  
4 Father/Ngubaba/Ntate  
5 Friend/Ngumgani/Mokgotsi  
 
137) Other please specify,/Uma bekhona abanye bachaze/Ba bangwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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138) If yes, how did they prevent you from going back, did they provide?/Uma kunjalo 
ungathi bakunqanda kanjani ukuze ungabuyi udayise ngomzimba wakho?/Ge  ele gore 
ee, ba go thibetsi bjang, babe ba go hlokomela?  
1 Drugs and alcohol rehabilitation  
2 Food, shelter and clothing/Bakunika ukudla, indlu, nempahla 
yokugcoka/Dijo, madulo, diaparo 
 
3 Protection against pimps and clients/Bakuvikela/Ba go tshireletsa  
4 Legitimate work or employment/Bakunika umsebenzi/Ba gofa mosomo  
5 Trauma counseling  
 
139) other (please specify)/Uma kukhona okunye kuchaze/Tse dingwe, hlalosa 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
140) Do some of the clients come after you even if you have been rescued?/Ingabe abantu 
owawubadayisela ngomzimba basakulandela noma sewayeka ukudayisa ngomzimba 
wakho?/Bareki bag ago bas a go nyaka le ge o tlogetse? 
1 Yes/Yebo/Ee  
2 No/Cha/Aowa  
 
141) If yes, what do you do in such circumstances?/Umae basakulandela wenza njani?/Ge  
ele gore ee, o dira bjang? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANT IN THIS RESEARCH/Ngibonge 
kakhulu incaso yakho/Ke leboga thuso ya gago ko go araba 
 
God Bless!! 
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